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PREFACE. 



i O every lover of history and antiquarian 
research, there can exist few more inter- 
esting English towns than that of Coi.- 
CHESTBu. Eminent as the capital of a 
line of British kings — as the earliest Ro- 
man colony in onr island — aa a place of 
importance both in the Saxon and Norman 
times—as the scene of some of the moat 
remarkahlfi ocmrrences in the Ciril Wars 
of the seventeenth century — and as the 
depository up to the present day of more 
Roman antiquities than any other tovn in 
Britain can boast — Colchbstbr must ap- " 
pear to require only the pen of the judi- 
cious antiquary and historian, in order to 
become, vith more than the casual visitor 
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or eDquiring resident, the subject of the 
attention and curiosity it so well deserves. 
The author of these volumes is however 
£ir from imagiuing, that he has worthily 
executed the task be proposed to him- 
self, that of at ouce gratifying the in- 
habitant of the Ancient Town, and the 
lover of topography and antiquities in 
general, with a more complete and succinct 
account of Colchester than has appeared 
since the elaborate work of Morant in the 
last century. But he may be allowed to 
plead for the propriety, and perhaps even 
the merit, of his undertaking, whatever 
may be the opinion fnrmMl nf hin success. 
He acknowledges his obligations to the 
laborious writer just mentioned, for much 
of the historical matter contained in the 
follovring sheets; in regard to which he 
has aspired to no higher praise, than that 
of rendering it, by compression and occa- 
sional eluddatioD, more useftd and accept- 
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PREFACE. Til 

able to the modem reader. His views, 
with regard to the remoter points of British 
history, are, in some respects, he is inclined 
to believe, original ; and without arrogating 
to himself any credit for their prodaction, 
he submits so much of them as may ap- 
pear under that character, to the consider- 
fUiOQ of the candid antiquary. As relates 
to all the modem features of the Town, 
every practicable assistance has been de- 
rived from personal inspection, and the 
very kind communications of several re- 
spectable inhabitauiB. Among the latter, 
he must be permitted to particularise R. 
D. Mackintosh, Esq. M. D.j the Rev. C. 
F. Mustard, B. A. ; F. T. AbeU, B. Stratt, 
and F. Smythies, Esqrs.; whose &vours 
and attentions, and the friendly offices of 
many other obliging residents, be will hold 
in his most grateful remembrance. 

It may be scarcely necessary to add, 
that the engravings accompanying the 
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work, being by an Artist whose illustra- 
tions of topographical subjects have ob- 
tained deserved celebrity, will be found 
real embellishments, as well as foitfafiil 
in all points of resemblance. Conscioas 
of support from the talents of this gentle- 
man, the aothor has spared no exertions 
to render these volumes, in every other 
respect, as interesting as it was in his 
power to make them: and he now consigns 
them to the Public, not without the feelings 
of incompetency proper to such occasions, 
yet neither without so much confidence in 
the candonr and kindness of his readers, 
as the favourable reception of his previons 
efforts in this class of literature mnst as 
properly inspire. 
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HISTORY OF COLCHESTER. 



•ITUATION, NATURAL ADVANTAGES, ADD GEKEr 
RAL AFPEARAKCE. DHIDIH: AKD II18T0BY, FROH 
THE EARLIEST TIMES, TO THE DEFAHTURE OF 
THE ROlfANS FROM BRITAIN. 



1. HE ancient, and in so many respects interesting town 
of Colchester, in E^sex, is situated in tlie north- 
eastern part of that county: in lat. 51 deg. 5i min. 
Norlh ; and in the first meridian of E^st longitude, cal- 
culated from London. Its distance from the Metropolis 
of the British Empire, is 51 miles. 

The Silt of this town possesses several advantages. 
For, while it stands so near the sea, as to derive from 
that circumstance nearly all the benefits that accrue 
from a situation upon the coast itself, it is sufficiently 
inland to be protected from noxious damps and marine 
vapours. Ex\pnding its buildings up the North and 
East sides of a fine eminence, that rises gradually fr9m 
the river Colne, it resembles most towns so situated in 
dryness, and cleanliness, and their consequent salubrity. 
The air is pure and gooil; uml the prospects of the 
surrounding country, from the most elevated parts, 
are extensive. 

B 2 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



4 HISTORY OP 

The Soil it genenlly sandy; but varies from that to 
gravel, and in some instances to loam or clay : by far 
the major part possesses the nn/t-yiuniui character, which 
is calculated to have a Tavourable effect upon the health 
of -the inhabilanls. 

The General Appearance of the place is pleasing and 
respectable; and there is a. pervading air of antiquity, 
which at firal sight intejesis the stranger. The streets are 
mostly regular and well-built; and the principal one is 
justly considered very handsome. There is more width 
and spaciousness, generally, than is common in old 
towna. It has been observed, that the main street, with 
two others which unite with it transversely at its upper 
end, resemble together the shaft and arms of a crow; 
and antiquarians have conjectured this leading feature 
in the form of the town, (these streets being the utidest 
and most important ones,) to hear relation to a motikish 
legend, to which we shall more particularly allude in 
another pait of this chapter. 

Although the jiamc given to this spot by the Britons, 
its lirst inhabitants, remains unfixed with positive cer- 
tainty, there are grounds for believing the existing site 
of Colchester lo have been that of a town even in 
the earliest times. For the Britons, from a period con- 
siderably prior to the invasion of Julius Cxtar, were 
accustomed to rear their associated and permanent resi- 
dences on dry and hilly spots, emhosorocd in thick 
woods, and descending to a stream or navigable river;— 
a description, which will exactly apply to the original 
. site of Colchester. To such situations, being easily 
defensible after their manner, the successors of the 
primeval and pastoral inhabitants made resort, when 
the jealousies and divisions that arose out of a thicken- 
ing population, or the dangers that threatened from 
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foreign enemies, rendered the scattered hut upon 
the open plain, and a life entirety pastoral, at once 
insecure, and, in other respects, less desirable. Then, 
particularly on such spots as we have described, arose 
the rude British strong-hold, in all rhings similar' to 
" Cassibeltne's forrest-camp, or fastness*^, misnanied a 
towne," to adopt the language of a quuint but ingenious 
writer. Nay, it is not improbable, that such Spots were 
selected even by the aboriginal tribes of pastoral wan- 
derers, whenever, for short periods, they congregated 
their dwellings; being but naturally templed to such by 
their salubrity and pleasantness, and their possession of 
the chief conveniences required by so simple a mode of 
life. And, to the advantages here afforded for a natural 
fastness, it was necessary only, when defence became a 
primary object, to add the ditch, and earthen rampart, 
together perhaps with the strong line of sharpened 
stakes, in order to complete a fortress truly formidable 
to any hostile race of the divided Britons; nay, such 
as even the military experience of the Romans, in after 
times, found it not easy to reduce. 

The materials of which the first habitations in Britain^ 
and perhaps thi-oughnut northern Europe, were com- 
posed, were undoubtedly strong branches of trees, 
thickly interlaced with twigs or reeds, and plastered, it 
is likely, whenever the nature of the soil would adroit, 
with clay. They are supposed to have been of circular 
jbrm; and that their sloping rooft, each terminating in a 
point, were covered with the skins of wild beasts procured 
in hunting, or with the reeds so easily obtained from the 
everywhere numerous marshes. A very inconsiderable 
number of such huts — or possibly a single hut of thi; 
description, reared by »ome straggling hunter for his 
lummer lesidcnce in the woods, or by the patriarch of 
B 3> 
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lome primeval family, whose herds might obtain abun- 
dance of water from the river flowing on two sides at the 
foot of the hill — may be presumed therefore to have been 
the origin of the afterwards so important town, which 
was the Roman Camulodunum, and has become the 
modem Colybesier. But, when foreign warfare assailed 
our coasts, and intestine enmities had created hostile 
tribes, new strength was given to the residences, then 
for protection first enclosed with the trench, earth- 
mound, &c.; the walls of the huti< being from that period 
formed of solid timber, of which the situation of all the 
strong places in the thickest woods rendered the supply 
abundant. And their construction in this manner on 
the bold slo^9 of our town's hill-side, united with their 
great numerical increase there, since the decay of 
pastoral habits, constitutes, agreeably to all the lights 
obtained from antiquarian research, the second era in 
the remote building of Colchester. 

Previously to contemplating the town at its next his- 
toric stage, it may be useful to make some brief allusion 
to the two distinct and successive race* of. our British 
ancestors, who have been too often confounded by 
antiquarian writers, to the unavoidable confusion of vast 
and inimical tribes, and (be almost ludicrous agglomera- 
tion, in some instances, of hostile nations and successive 
centuries. To one of these two races, the British 
founders of Colchester may be traced with very appa- 
rent probability: while all accounts of the town at that 
early period must partake of the confusion complained 
of, without clear views first obtained of the other; and 
of the relative local positions, very contrary character, 
and natural and acquired advantages, of both. 

The Celt*, there can scarcely exist a doubt, were 
the primeval possessors of the British Islands. They 
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migrated to Britain, taost probably from Gaul, at a period 
totally unknown to legiliioalu history. During centuries 
After their original settlement here, they continued the 
ttrictly pastoral life to which we lately &Uuded; and 
were at peace with each iiihcr, it may be presumed, 
because, as the extent of the country was for a long 
time sufiicieDt to meet all their wants, there could exist 
few or no motives for warfart^. Ignorant of agriculture, 
and of the metallurgJc art, mechanical instruments, and 
weapons of offence, remained, during these untold 
centuries, ttlmosl unknown; indeed, the only evidences 
wc possess of their having ever formed such instnimenU, 
or weapons, are the ttont-haichet$ found in the cabinets 
of antiquaries, -viha have bestowed on them the rather 
puerile term of ceitt. The Phoenicians, though from 
remote ages they traded with Britain for tin> confined 
their intercourse to an extreme point of the island; 
and the Celue in general devoting themselves exclusively 
to their herds of cattle, could possess no inducements to 
rear towns in the interior of their country for commercial 
purposes, nor, while the population continued thin, and 
their habits of life unchanged, would be likely to erect 
such as the British towns have been described to be, 
from defensive motives. 

The buildings of, the Cellx, nearly universally, there- 
fore, may be judged suctk as we have endeavoured tn 
bring before the reader's eye, in our view of Colchester 
ID itsjfnt slate. But the conflict of passions generated 
through a vast increase in the number of the inhabitants, 
and a consequent decrease in the means of an exist- 
ence supported wholly by pasturage, at length gave 
excitement to the warlike principle but too inherent 
in mankind ; while the incursions of a eammoa atem/, 
became the ioun:e of their instruction in all the 
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early hostile aiU. The enemy alluded to were the 
Belo£ of Gaul; a people, whose habits and raaonera 
were in many important respects entirely opposed to 
those of the Celtx; and the date of whose first coming 
to this island, with hostile views, has been con- 
jectured to be about the year 350 before Christ, 
though tlie Belgic mtrclamts had previously established 
maritime settlements, with consent of the natives, at 
several places along the southern and south-eastern 
coasts. Ere long aiier they had thus succeeded in 
coloniiing great part of the maritime line of South 
Britain, together perhaps with the entire Eastern coast 
of Kent, they ventured upon those inland incursions, 
which produced such important changes, both in the 
inhabitants and face of the country exposed to the 
attacks of an enemy so formidable. Fonning a 
portion of that vast Scythk swarm, whirl, had ovei> 
spread nearly all southern Europe from Scandinavia, 
we see in every feature of the domestic, rural, and 
warlike practices of this enterprising people, the 
distinguJsiiing marks of a Scylhic origin. By the time 
they arrived in Britain, they had become tolerably skil- 
ful metallurgists, and were proficients in all the then 
known arts of agriculture. Prone to war, and regarded, 
as matter of course, in the light of enemies by every 
people among whom their irruptions were attended with 
success, they congregated for mutual protection; and 
their agricultural habits enabled them to derive subsist- 
ence from a portion of the earth, small in comparison 
with what must have been required by the pastoral. 
From necessity, not less than choice, they surrounded 
their associated dwellings in the woods, with the de- 
fences usual in the continental countries whence they 
migrated) and by these means, and their practice of 
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tilling M>me portion of the country, in the vicinage of 
their habitations, they became the founder! of regular 
towns, aiid of agriculture, in Britain. 

At the period of Caesar's invasion, the Britons appear 
to have been divided into the three following classes:— 

1. The Belgic Britons, descendants of the invading 
Belgs, who, besides other muritime parls, occupied the 
entire south-eastern portion of the island, (the country 
from its angular form then called that of the CeaUii, and 
which from the same appellation derives its modem name 
of Kent,) and were spread also over no small portions 
of Middlesex and.Essex. Csesar describes this quarter 
of Britain as containing an infinite multitude of people — 
" Homjnum est infinita maltitudo" are hiii words* — and 
the houses as very thick, built after the manner of the 
Gaul*. Having mdntained a constant commercial cor- 
respondence with the country of their descent, these 
people were the most refined inhabitants of the island. 
And their habitations, altmg the coattt, were as superior, 
it seems reasonable to conclude, to the towns of defence 
M (lie ixoodi, which their ancestors had first introduced; 
but the use of which, among themselves, would now 
be nearly confined to the neighbourhood of their Celtic 



2. Those tribes of the Celtce, who, in imitation of the 
Belgte by whom they bad been driven northwards or 
inland, and, for defence alike against foes of their 
own race and the settled Belgic population, bad fixed 
their dwellings within forest-towns, protected by the 
fosse, mound, and palisade. This class, we may further 
imagine, had made some progress in agriculture prior to 
the arrival of the Romans; copying the example of the 
Belgte in that respect, not less than in that of their 
joodes of fortification. 

« Caw dc Bella. OtU. 
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3. The descendants of the aboriginal Celtn, who had 
retired to the most inland parts, nere very numerous, 
and reluned the strictly pastoral habits of their fore- 
fathers. These still resided in scattered hovels of the 
rudest kind, and subsisted on the milk of their herds, 
and the flesh of animals obtained by the chase. At 
they differed, Cesar informs us, in " language, customs, 
and laws," from the Belgx, it is the more aurprising that 
antiquaries should have so frequently confounded the 
reliquesj and very distinguishing peculiarities, of the 
latter people, with theirs, under the undiscriminating 
term of CeUic. 

It remains to notice to which of these three classes, 
the British founders of Colchester should be referred. 

Allowing the probability that the site of this town 
was often that of a few temporary dwellings, even in the 
completely pastoral times of Britain, the founders of 
what might in any sense be called a town here, will not 
appear to have been of earlier existence than the Second 
class; or that, upon which necessity had engrafted the 
habit of residing within fastnesses in woods, and which 
the agricultural and warlike arts of the Belgfe had pro-, 
voked to successful rivalry. Our reasons foriescribing 
the foundation of Colchester lo this class, will appear 
from the following historical facts, and the inferences . 
naturally drawn from them. 

A colony of the Canta, or Belgs of Kent, departed, 
it appears, at an era not precisely laid down, but subse- 
quent to the year 350 before Clirisi, from their originU 
settlements ; and, crossing the Thames, founded and gave 
name to a kingdom, which comprehendifd the major 
part, it is certain, of modern Middlesex and Essex. It 
must be the opinion of every one who examines and 
judges for himself, and who consequently does not regard 
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every thing ante- Roman in our Island as Ctkic, that 
colony built London, then slyled Trinovantu* 
Trinobantum, (signifying the city of the 
and from which their kingdom was cdled that of the 
TaiNOT ANTES.) But no such etymological or other 
deductions, will favour the belief of the same colony's 
having founded Colchester; although the tatter, prior to 
Cesar's arrival, had become of more than equal conse- 
quence to the former, and a place, therefore, iheir found- 
ation of which, if they bad founded it, was more likely lo 
have been handed down to us. Yet, that a lown, on the 
(ite of existing Colchester, called Cau-a-laun-uidun', 
(the iowa on the Hill, at the winding of a River,) 
was founded, at a time not distant from that marked by 
the rise of infant London, is nearly indisputable. Had 
it been built by the Trinovantes, or Cantian colony 
above mentioned, it would have been as likely to confer 
a name upon their kingdom as Trinovantum. The 
natural probability, therefore, is, that its real founders 
vere a tribe of the old Celtic inhabitants; who might rear 
it soon after the building of Trinovantum, (and before 
the Kentish Belgte could extend their conquests beyond 
Middlesex,) upon the model of the grand fortress of the 
restless " uew-comcrs," and as a check lo their anticipa- 
* .ted advancing incursions. The situations of Colchester 
and London are similar in this, that both are formed by 
the slope of .an eminence to a. navigable river; — both, at 
the period of their foundation, were embosomed in thick 
woods; — and while these several circumstances, in the 
case of London, would unite to constitute the attractions 
known to have been so peculiarly coveted by the Belgic 
adventurers, in that of Colchester, they would mark 
out one of the spots, by nature furnished for the de- 
sponding Celts with the advantages of which th^ 
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encraiei had so dexterously availed theniKlves, and 
incite tbera to rear their forest-towo, the strength and 
celebrity of which should rival those of the already 
far-famed Trinovantutn. 

There are some farther historical data, which seem 
to confirm our idea. Whether Cam-a-latin-uidun waS: 
deprived of its independence in the contest with ihe 
Trinovantea, falling, with all southern Essex, and at 
least eastern Middlesex, into their hando; — or whether, 
as is clearly possible, it formed a part of the Celtic 
kingdom of the Cata, which comprehended portions 
of Middlesex, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire, and 
perhaps also the northern parts of Essex; — there exist 
not authorities to enable us to ascertiun. It may be 
remarked, however, that the territory maiat^ned by 
the retreating Cassi, when dispossessed by their eneroie> 
of their own, would naturally take the form, which 
the portion of each of the counties mentioned, nearest 
the Trinovantian kingdom, will describe; namely, a 
curve, extending from the north bank of the Thames 
west of Trinovanlum, to the German Ocean north-east 
ofCam-a-laiin-iudun;— spreading every practicable way 
from the seat of the hostile force in the centre. And 
when an after king of the Casii, the renowned Cassivet- 
laun, or Cassibelaun, taking advantage of the experience ' 
in war his subjects had acquired through long practice 
with their foes, over-ran the country of the Trinovantea, 
and, recovering all the ancient possessions of his kinp 
dom, became master of Trinovanlum itself, he transferred 
the seat of government from that city, to no other place 
than Cara-a-laiin-uidun! — affording us a strOng pre- 
sumption in this, that the spot he fixed upon, in prefer- 
ence to Trinovanlum, from whence to administer hia 
government as king of the Trinovanles, (to which title h« 
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, vas elevated ofier his conquests,) had been hit capii&l 
when merely king of the Cassi. And if the justice 
of this last infereDC« be admitted, the arguineiit leapt 
thence at once to the conclusions, that Cam-a-laun- 
ujdun had all along formed pan of the territory of the 
Cassi, and not of the Trinovantes ; had been founded, 
for defence against the latter, by the former people; and 
should be referred to the Celtic, and not the Belgic 
Britons, for its origin. 

Cassi veil aun's establishment in Cam-a-laiin-uidun as 
kiug of the Trinovantes, took place about the year lUO 
before Christ. He had caused the former Trinovantian 
king, Lttd, the Imanuenliat of Cxsar, to be put to death : 
a circumstance also related with the addition, that Cas- 
fiivellaun and Lud were brothers; the improbability of 
which near relationship must strike every one, who 
reflects that they were the kings of hostile tribes, whose 
very national derivation was different. — But we hasten to 
the important period of the Roman invasion of Britain. 

Cassivellaun, it is explicitly recorded in history, was 
chosen general-in-chief of the united Celtic and Belgic 
Britoni, upon the news of Cssar's hostile intentions. In 
this choice, the various and so long coiRending tribes, at 
iength awakened to the sense that unanimity was their 
only safeguard, gave unequivocal proof how highly 
they esteemed the military taltniB of the Trinovantian 
king. But, either struck with terror at the Roman 
name, or permitting themselves to yield to envy and 
jealousy of their coromandtT, the petty princes under 
him soon drew off their forces, and either retired into 
the interior, or made submiiaions to the enemy. Till 
at length, Caisivellaun, finding himself daily growing 
weaker, embraced the terms offered him by Casar, and 
gave hostages for his fidelity to the Roman power; and 
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Caaar himself then returning into Gaul, thus eaded hit 
firtt expedition to Britain. 

The conditions of peace were not perhaps very strictly 
observed by the Britons; for the next year saw tbe 
imperial eagles once more planted on theii shores. 
This second attempt was followed up with more zeal 
and good fortune than the first; Caesar, who had not 
hitherto penetrated beyond Kent and Surrey, now 
crossing the Thames, though not without difficulty and 
a vigorous opposition, and entering the Triuovantian 
territory. At this, the Trino van tcs themselves, thinking 
the opportunity favourable for withdrawing their forced 
allegiance to a prince, with whom they had formerly 
been at open enmity as king of the Cass i, sent secret 
messengers to the Roman general, throwing them- 
selves upon his clemency, and desiring him to appoint 
Mandu brace,, elder son of their late monarch ImanueO' 
tius, to reign over them instead of Cassivellaun. Man- 
dubrace, it should be noticed, had fled to Cssar in 
Gaul immediately upon the fall of his father; and, it is 
probable, had from the tirst instigated his willing pror 
tector to lead the Roman legions to Britain. Csesar 
readily granted This request of the Trinovantes; and 
proceeded immediately to reduce the reigning king, 
who lirmly awaited the approach of his enemies in his 
capital. 
.It was now that the rude strength of Cam-a-Jaiin- 
uidun as a British fortress, was to approve itself against 
the regular attacks of a Roman army. The result must 
be anticipated ; the place was forced by the Romans, 
and Mandubrace victoriously seated upon his father's 
throne. As regards the farther history of Cassivellaun, 
authors vary: some saying, that he was permitted ta 
e in the sovereignty of the Trinovantes until his 
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death, while Mandubrace accompanied Ciesar to Rome ; 
. others, that Mandubrace was reinstated, as we have 
■aid. Suppounpthe latter account the most correct, as 
it is certainly the most probable, it seeras not unlikely 
that Cassivellaun, though deprived of the Trinovantian 
kingdom, retained for the rest otitis Vile quiet possession 
of that of the Cassi; chough not of its supposed aiicicnt 
Kat, Cam'a-Iaiin-u'idun, which became the residence of 
the restored race of princes. 

The successor of Mandubrace was Teniiant, his bn>- 
ther, Lud's second son. Of this prince nothing mcmo- 
nble is recorded. He was succeeded by his son 
Cunobilin, or Cunobeline, (for his name is thus differ- 
ently spelt upon his coins,) who was greatly attached 
to ihe Romans, and punctually continued the tribute 
his uncle Mandubrace had contracted to raise fof the 
imperial government. During his youth, it is said, 
Cunobeline had been led by curiosity, and the desire of 
■elf-improvement, to Rome ; and, attending Augustus 
Ciesar in his wars, had grown into that emperor's parti- 
cular favour, and been saluted by the Roman people with 
the name of Friend of the Commonwealth. Acquiring a 
knowledge of the Roman arts from his residence at the 
imperial capital, he employed them, when seated on his 
fiuher's throne, in conveying the memory of his own 
name, and the services be had rendered his people, to 
posterity. A great number of his coins, in gold, silver, 
and brass, are extant; some bearing ears of corn on the 
reverse, to signify the improvements he introduced in 
agriculture; others impressed with armed heads, &c., 
implying, it is supposed, that he was the first to array 
his soldiers in the Roman manner. 

Under the auspices of Cunobeline, Cam-a-1aiin<uidun, 
which about this time, it is likely, was first Latiniaed 
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into Camdloddmdh, bec&me a worthy le&t of to en- 
lightened a governor. Erabellishnient, until now, had 
not been regarded in the construction of its buildings; 
the (own having from the first been raised in the manner 
of a wood-fortreES, &nd neither Cassivellaun, nor bii 
two immediate succeaeors, having possessed taste oe 
knowledge for architcclural improvement. But with 
Cunobeline arose structures built after the Roman 
manner ; and all the arts of peace flourished beneath hit 
wile protection and encouragement. 

Camulodumum, by which name we shall now dis- 
tinguish our town, is first mentioned in history in the 
account of the warlike visit paid to Britain by the 
emperor Claudius, which took place about 44 yean 
after the birth of Christ. The occasion of the imperial 
visit was this. Cunobeline being dead, his son Guiderius 
had succeeded to the government of the Trinovantes. 
ButAdminius, another son of Cunobeline, who had been 
banished for mal-practiccs in the late reign, and bad 
taken refuge with the Roman government, having being 
joined at Rome by other British fugitives, they united 
their endeavours to persuade Claudius to undertake a 
thorough reducbon of the island. Jealous or their influ- 
ence with the emperor, and possibly suspecting the end 
to which it was applied, ambassadors were sent from 
Britain, demanding the restoration of the traitors; which 
Claudius refusing, the Britons retaliated by withholding 
the accustomed tribute. This afforded the very pretext 
for an invasion, which the emperor secretly desired: 
Flautius, an experienced general, was immediately dis- 
patched to lead the enterprise, in quality of lieutenant 
to Claudius, who himself promised to follow, if he found 
himself too weak to complete it. 

Plautius experienced all the difficulties that were 
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■nticipated; and, though he guned several battles, in 
the last of which Guideiiui was slain, he found the 
opposition of the Britons, far from abatiag, only to 
become more obstinate; consequently, he fulfilled his 
instructioDs, in sendiug for the emperor. Claudius, 
erabarkiug with a large force, speedily arrived; and 
taking the command of both armies, passed the 
Thames, and encountered the Britons on the oppoute 
shore. The latter were discomfited. Claudius pursued 
his victory by marcbiog to Camulodunum, which he 
took; planted there a Colouy of his veterans; and 
reduced this part of the island to the form of a 
Roman province. From this period, Colchester is fre- 
quenlly termed Colonia, (by way of eminence,) and 
Colonic Camulodonuu : — for we shall waste no 
time in reviving the argument, as to whether Colchester 
in reality loat this celebrated Colonla; — a point, which 
may be coosidered fully settled iu its favour. Together 
with the rest of the province thus formed, it was hence- 
forth deprived of its ancient freedom and independent 
government; and subjected to the command of govern- 
ors teut from Rome; viz. a Legatut, or Propretor, 
Procurator, Quaestor, Tribuni, &c.; who levied such 
taxes and contribuCioos as the senate thought proper 
to Impose ■• 

* The o<JoBi« pUated b; Ike ttoaui irsre of three Unda ; I. 
Citil; 3. Militarrj 1. Mixed. — The Cteit Colonies ooaiifted onlj 
of Bonu oitiseni, dnwn oat of the oit j, ud pluted in ptuci froBi 
whkli the ftoBer hbibitenia had been ramoTid. Theee bed ell the 
privilegee of the oitj of Rome, ud the sune kind of megiitittes 
■^ gorarnmeaL fA. GtUau.J—Tht Military Colonla* were 
BOoh ea the Tetenn loldjen were uttled in, u the reward at long 
•emea; of trhioti kind were the oolos; here at CunalodDnQD, and, 
labteqaentlj, the oolonifi at York, Cfaeater, Caorion, Ita. — Mixtd 
Colonial were those, whtrain Roman oiticeni and the natives ware 
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AA«T a »hort stay of aixLeeo days io the Uland, 
during which, by disarming the refractory, and ahewing 
marks of favour to the submissiTe, be did much to con- 
solidate the iofant power of Rome in Britain, Ctaudius 
departed; leaving Plautius his fir^t pro-prxtor, with 
iastructioDs to prosecute the entire reduction of the 
country witb new vigour. The aucceas of this able 
lieutenant in obeying his instructions, it belouga not to 
the present work to describe ; our attention being more 
properly directed to the state of Camulodunum, as the 
immediate seat of government of the Romans. 

The gratitude of the Britons to the emperor, for bis 
various instances of leoity just mentioned,— uded per- 
haps by the exalted ideas, which the magnificence of the 
imperial person, attendants, and armaments, had impres- 
Md upon them, — was so extraordinary und unqualified, 
that they erected a temple to him in this town, and ho- 
noured bim as a god.* As this orcciiou was much aided, 

mixed toga(li«ri and tbnngli ibeie bud not Ibe nime, ;«t htd Uiij 
Ibe pritiUgba or ooloniet. Of the littor kind, Biiliop StillisgllcM 
amulndaa London to htrs been ; wbidi «u nobiU emperiam in llie 
Ub* of Tultoa, (Tac Aim.) baring ao loon eiptriencod the id- 
Tialngei of iu uMalion for tnd>,wid iti ooaieqneDt ■llnctioni ts ■ 
aanoonrHbottaafRDDuniindDiUrcs. CBp.SliilMiffieet'iDUtiniTte 
tftlttTnuA»iiqiiaii>ifLimdBit,p. S39, 4«J— The pluitins of Ibc 
calony it CuBulDdDnam ii ujd to bare been commeniorated bjr ■ 
medal of Cludiu; haiuiK, on one lide, Ibe amperoi'a effigy, wilh Ibe 
iworiptiDD, TI. CLAVD. CAES. AVG. 6ER. PM, TR. P. XII. 
IMP. SIIS. : reiene, a plongh dravn bj an ox and a con yoked, 
driTea bj a man ; to repreient tbe oenmonj of deieriblig wilb aploigb 
the oiroait of the intended aUdon : absre, COU CAMALOOON. 
AVe. f Costdn.^— The ipelling, CamAladm, boaeier, wilb other 
unuutanaei, wonld render it doabtfnl if Ibg Colimy <jf CtuuiIiNlH- 
»nt were that vhoae (wuidiiig waa thai intended to be raearded. 

* " Panm eit quod rMq>bim in Britannit hnbet, qnod bnoa Bar- 
bari oslnnl, e( nt Deam orul." (Stium. ClOMd. Cm».J — 11w deriia- 
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no doubt, if not in great measure performci], hy Romui 
ftrtiGcen, there is reason to believe it lo have been the 
first regular specimen of the architecture of IhU nation 
in Britain, ^n numerous other respects, the colony 
aoon gave evidence of a refined and luxurious people; 
for, says an author before quoted, " Canialodunum, the 
standing court, or ]>alace-roiall, of their (the Trinovan- 
tian) kings, vas now become the centre of pleasant 
retirements for the Romans, not the rendevous of their 
power. — The oultvard state of the towne seemed very 
flourishing. For besides the old palace, and other 
buildings of the Britanns, (for the Romans, saith Sigo- 
nius, did not use to destroy the buildings they found,) 
it had a senate-house for consultations, a theater for 
playcs, that goodjie temple of Claudius, and, as welt 
they as the rest, undoubtcdiie answerable in some mea- 
sure to the Roman magnificence. — The colonie lay open 
on all sides, the better to enjoy free walks and aer 
about. — Yet safctie was not altogether neglected, though 
pleasure was rather sought than strength. It had no 

don arCinnkidiiBiini rram the Brilith Cim-a-lauo-niditB. !■ id rinple 
■sd ntiaa*l,lb*t<ie(bDDldmik<BaallaiioB lo ohit Cundto "duii 
hudif inaginc"— thil " (bis name wm impoied apOD Cunolodn- 
Burn or the God Cmwlu"— liad oat Uh idea basn Utelj rcTired in 
u iBgenioni pimpblct, pibliahed at CalDbiiler b; B. W. A. Bij, 
Kaq. A. B., on ooeuioB of the dUcararj of a beandrol monmncDt of 
Roman Sonlplnre in III* graond) of tfa« Bmi and Colsheiler Hot- 
pital. Cumden'i hardlj-TcnloFed iBfcTenua, ii dadncad fram tfas faot 
tbat Man was woribipped onder the nana of Camnlni, ud froa llui 
iuscriplioB Caaato DtoSanete tt Forlunmo! bnt we eoniider Dr. 
SsImoD'i ing^atlon infinlielj noie probable, Oitt, " ai Cliadioa 
wai deified, and had ■ temple faere,-~Cai>uIa maj itand for roniilo- 
<(nri, uMording to Ihe Roman practice of cotling: (rords ihart. And 
(^indlBiBajba thaDnt£dKfiMaDdrorlunj«u,"&o.— nay, what 
caa be nwre likalj Iban tbat he was, if biilorj ii onlj oorroot in 
'hiideificalionbj Ibaibjeot BritoDit 
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trench, no palisado, nor other defence, about itself; but 
it had the raajestie of the Roman name (a reputed wall 
of brassc) the awe of a fresh conquest, and sundrie 
strengths in the marches, or pale of the province, 
where the Roman garrisons watcht, and warded, in 
castles, sconces, and other presidiarie places."* 

It may be interesting, if we attempt in this place to 
trace the line of the " sundrie strengths in tbe pale of 
the province," here intended to be alluded to: at tbe 
same time that we enquire into the probable truth of 
those observations of our author, that " the colonie lay 
open on ail lidre;" and that it " had no trench, no pali- 
sado, nor otktr defence, about itself." Camulodunum, 
at the first settlement of the province, must have stood 
on the line of the pale, since we do not hear of the 
conquerori having at that time pushed their successes 
farther: and it might not be diflicult to shew, that, 
from its earliest occupation by the' Romans, it had both 
niitural defences, and was guarded, though but imper- 
fectly, where such did not exist, by works of art. The 
river CoJne was a barrier provided by nature on the 
north and east of the station : and its shores, neat Ca- 
mulodunum, there is good reason to believe, at various 
points, and to a considerable extent on both sides, were 
morasses, of which the traces are yet visible. The histo- 
rian Morani even considers it probable, that the Walls 
of Colchester, (of which we shall hereafter speak at 
large) were originally built by the Romans. But, waving 
argument upon this puint — since, although their areii 
very otosely affects the Roman form, many circum- 
stances render it unlikely that they were built so early 
as the period we are contemplating — the probability re- 
mains, that the ancient defences of the British town, the 

• Edm. BdUod : Nero Cicur, pp. ISO, 111, 
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fosse and earthen rampart, were in being at tTie time of 
the impcvia) settlement; and it is ratiunul to think that 
the colonists would strfni;[hcn and preserve, rather than 
destroy them. Remains of such defences, which, from 
tbeir regularity, appear to be either Roman, or to have 
been re-modelled by Roman hands, are to be seen to 
this day without the line of wall north of the town. 

To enter more fully into the consideration of this 
■ubject. — ^Eastward of the colony, the depth of the 
Colne, the nature of its shores, and the steepness of 
the ancient ascent (which even in late years it was 
found necessary to moderate) to the site of the town, 
might be deemed to afford sufficient protection. But, 
northward, the yet existing fosse and mound added to 
the natural defences of the river, and a wide morass ; and 
similar earthen works are still visible on the western 
side. On the latter side also, and on the south, were 
the extensive cattra, catteUa, and prtrsidia, spoken of by 
Tacitus, to be mentioned in our description of Lexden, 
a suburban adjunct to the present town of Colchester. 
It is to be observed, that the northern and western were 
the sides chiefly liable to be attacked by the neighbouring 
Britons : the former, by the Iceni of Norfolk and Suffolk ; 
the latter, both by them, and by the still warlike and 
powerful Cassi; whose principal seat, since Caesar's 
reduction of Cassivekon, had been the St. Alban's of 
modern Hertfordshire, which afterwards became the 
Roman Venilam, The country south and south-west- 
ward of the station, the Romans having».tdvanced to the 
conquest of Camulodunum from the 7'hames, was in a 
degree subjected to them ; yet, for security against the 
imperfectly subdued natives of that tjuarter, strong 
ramparts were carried from their westeromost works 
(which extended into the existing Stanway parish] u far 
C 3 
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as Meney Island. The total want of natural defences 
on the we&t, accounts for the situaliou of a most important 
camp in that direction-, at once to serve the purposei 
of observation, and of shelter in the event of any sudden 
caJamity. And the probability that the coast u)4 
county of Essex, as far north and north-eastward as the 
course of the Colne from Camulodunum to its taouth, 
were, at the forjnation of the colony, iu the hands of the 
Romans, may explain why the eastern side of the town 
vras left to its natural defences only ; for the west bank 
of that river was thus possessed by the colonists from 
their principal seat to the sea; and the difficulty of an 
enemy's fording it from theopposite shore would increase, 
from its increasing width and depth, as it flowed onward 
from the station to its outlet. 

In proceeding from the consideration of the Roman 
defences at or near Camulodunum, to those which may 
be judged to have guarded the pale of their first-formed 
province in Britain, a more immediate connection with 
the history of the town will eventually appear, than may 
be at first sight evident. Commencing our description 
of the defensive line at the Col ne's mouth on the eastern 
coast, we repeat the remark, that it was very probably 
constituted by that river only, until it reached the 
northern side of Camulodunum. The fosse there formed 
in addition, whether originally British or Roman, baa 
been alluded to. The river continued thence to be 
the boundary, until it passed opposite Lexden; from 
whence ramparts were stretched towards, and ultimately 
carried beyond it, as far as to the south bank of the 
Stour. I'he waters of the latter river were thus made a 
defence of the colony from the Iceni of SufFolk; and at 
the time this was effected, which was probably ulterior 
to the first occupatiou of lim settlement, that angle of 
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Hit conn^ which is fonned by tb« Stour, ^e Colne, 
and ttie Ocean, was doubtless added to the proviace. 
It appears extremely likttly, the northward approaches 
being thus secured, that the frontier, as it gradually 
extended, next took a. direction nearly due west from 
Lexden, to where the river Scort divides the present 
£uex and Hertfordshire. A grand object with the 
Romans would naturally be, to take up iheir defensive 
positions upon rivers of such a degree of magnitude, at, 
in the then state of the country, would render their 
waters themselves no mean defences from the attacks of 
the rude inhabitants. The Colne ceased to be a river of 
this description at Camulodunum ; nor was there another 
calculated by situation to form a natural boundary and 
protection of their conquests from the Iceni, nearer 
than the Stour; nor, from the Cassi, nearer than ths 
StorL To this latter river, therefore, they constructed 
a road, or military Stotte-iBi^; from which the parish of 
Staitwiy, adjoining Lexden, yet takes name. This 
miliUry way they very probably defended, at proper 
distances, by canips and forts for gariisons; although, 
(the present road through Coggeshall, Braintree, and 
Dunmow, to Bishop's Slortford, having lung since run 
upon or very near its line,) the hand of cultivation and 
improvement has in great measure effaced their remains. 
However, both at Coggeshall and Duomow, and at tho 
seat of Lord Maynard near the l^ter place especially, 
numerous vestiges of the Romans have been discovered. 
But, near the Stort, upon the Essex side, at the distance 
of about two miles south from Hockerill, commences 
ft complete series of Roman works; which, taking a 
southward direction, and keeping the eastern side until 
beyond the junction of the Stort with ihe Lea, after- 
wards cross the stream, apparently from the conceived 
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necessity of connecting the chain with a town of to 
much importance as Trinovantum. We shall trace this 
series of defensive works in detail; observing, ^by itie 
way, that, at nearly its comnwncement, it very naturally 
falls iu with the cuTiiliaear frontier, before sunnised to 
be that of the Trinovantes from the Cassi. 

The first, is [hat just mentioned as situated about two 
miles south from Hockerill. It appears to have been A 
Camp, of oblong form; and is at present known by the 
name of Wall-buky. About five mites lower on the 
river, at a place called LattoD, are evidences of the 
ancient existence of a Station; which, from its being 
seated on an eminence, that would seem to have been 
formerly almost surrounded by the waters of the Stort, 
was at first, it is probable, a British strong-hold, and 
was only improved to their military purposes by the 
Romans. In the contiguous fields, appears to have 
been situated a regular Roman town, from the number 
of coins, and other antiquities, both Roman and 
British, that have been discovered on the spot, at the 
depth of a few feet from the surface. Every cir- 
cumstance connected with these discoveries, tends 
to shew, both that this was one of the earliest settle- 
ments of the imperial conquerors, and that they re- 
tained it for a very long period. The British coins are 
principally those of Curiobeline, (another evidence in 
favour of the line assumed to be that of ihe Trinovamian 
frontier;) while thu Roman scries commences with 
Claudius, who formed the province, and is carried 
down to Valentinian.* About a mile north-east of this 
station, aie to be seen the remains of Roman buildi 

* An exlrenwlj Gdf had ol Sileou, in brant«, wM of lb* 
oDiiibBrotthB intiqiiitiss foiad bcni it it now in Uis pHiinioa at 
IkeXulotGaildbnd. 
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ings, formed of brick and flint-stones, which were 
discovered about three years since by some labourers,i 
in making a ditch. 

Crossing the Lea, after it has received the waters of 
the Stort, opposite Broxbourne, we at this place again 
meet with Roman military works ; and ihe like occur 
. at Cheshunt ,• where, in u field called Kllsmore, is to 
be seen part of a vailum, with irs regular fosse of an 
oblong figure. Lastly, the iraces of such are Still viiible 
in the fields near Islington ; at a distance from London, 
or Trinovantum, not greatly differing from that of the 
grand western camp of Lexden, from Camulodunum. 
Until within a very few years, these Utter works gave 
the figure, in a very perfect state, of the pntlorivm, with 
other features, of a Roman camp : the object of con- 
structing which, may be presumed to have been the 
security of the station Trinovantum. For it is not likely, 
Uiough it has been supposed, that they constituted a mere 
temporary or night-encampment of aRoman army ; since 
there yet exist contiguous embankments, appearing, from 
their direction, to have connected these with other and 
probably more extensive works, whose purposes must 
have been foreign to those of a simple night-camp. 

But to resume our historical details, from which we 
have wandered in the pursuit of hypotheses, that, like 
the similar productions of so many antiquaries, may by 
many be esteemed mere diffidlti ituga ; though such 
labours, even when directed to objects the most appa- 
rently trifling, are seldom without a degree of interest 
and utility, when they tend to illustrate facts, but very 
darkly presented to us by the historic page. 

Plautius being recalled about the year of Christ 48, 

* Domeidsy-Boak girei cTidcDci or tha Ramwi origin of thi( 
pUM, in Uw sjipelliliiia of CMfrv-bniit. 
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tmd P. Ostorins Scapula appointed to tJie pro-pTatonbi|i 
in his room, those of the Britons irho had not as yet 
learned the full terrors of a contest with the Romans, 
presuming upon the supposed unwillingness of Ostoriua 
to take the field, with troops unknown to him, in the 
beginning of winter, (which was the season of his 
arrival,) began to make fierce incursions upon the con~ 
quered parts of the island, as well as upon such native 
tribes as had entered into alliance with the Romims. 
But Ostorius, by active measures, soon put an end to 
these hostile movements; and secured the fruits of hi> 
successes by disarming all whom be suspected, and 
placing garrisons to watch their future conduct. 

Such garrisons were thorns in the sides of the snb- 
jected, and even of those who had been the friendly 
Britons. Of the latter class, the Iceni, inhabiting 
the counties now called Norfolk and SufTolk, were 
most disgusted at the new rigours of their haugh^ 
allies; and this warlike people found but little difficulty 
in forming au offensive league with the adjoining nations 
against their former friends. Vain, however, proved 
this, and every other such effort of the natives against too 
powerful a foe: Ostorius obtmned new triumphs; and, 
to maintain his once again extended conquests, the 
Tetet«ii colonists M Camulodunum were transported ta 
the borders of the Silures, or inhabitants of South 
Wales. But they either returned, it would appear, to 
their first station, or else that others were placed there 
in their room. 

Nothing of interest relative to the colony, occurs until 
the pn>prxtorship of Suetonius Paulinus, the fifth who 
held that office in Britain, and a man of singular con- 
duct and reputation. His first warlike exploit, (A.D. 6l.) 
was the reduction of the Isle of Auglesea, at that time tbtt 
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luusl reiorl and hiding-place of ihe vanquished Britons; 
who, being now driven from the farthest boundary of 
W&les, could alone retreat to thi« last residence and 
shelter of the ministers of their religion, the Dniidg, But 
while he was employed in this distant conquest, the Iceni 
race more rose in arms; and drew over the British 
inhabitants of the Roman province, together with soma 
other nations, to engage in one common revolt Tha 
chief causes of this insurrection, of which the effects 
gave so terrible an example to the Romans, of what 
men, driven to desperation by wanton tyranny, will do 
for revenge and freedom, were as follow. 

The Iceni, until late events, had been allowed to 
retain their own king : and Prasutagus, their last mo- 
twrch, long famed for his riches, had lett the Roman 
Emperor co-heir with his two daughters : hoping, by this 
expedient, to secure those princesses in the possession of 
at least what he bequeathed to tbera; and his kingdom 
from the encroachments of those ambitious neigh- 
bours, whose immediate vicinage, and daily extended 
power, afforded him just reason for re^rding the 
ftiture wich apprehension. But the consequences of 
these precautionary measures, were the reverse of what 
had been anticipated. Under pretence of taking pos- 
session of the Emperor's inheritance, the Roman Pro- 
curator, together with the centurions, their servants, and 
under-officers, in the absence of their superior PauUnus, 
inflicted all possible indignities upon the family of tha 
deceased king. Boadicea, the afflicted widow, resent- 
ing their insolence and extortion, was ordered to be 
scourged like a slave ; and the chastity of her daughters 
was violated. As if the whole kingdom had been left 
to the absolute disposal of the Romans, the chiefs of 
the Iceni were deprived of their paternal estates, and 
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the Klalives of the roy&l race in particular treated as 
the meani^st of slaves. In fiue, the territory of the 
Iceni became a perfect RomaD province, placed under 
the authority of one of the worst and most rapacious, 
of the imperial governors. 

The Tiinovanlcs also, or old inhabitants of the pro- 
vince, had not been without stiong causes lor complaint, 
specially siucc the Procurator Catus had been in office. 
Besides, they could not help regarding the colony at 
Camulodunuro as the standing badge of their slavery 
to a foreign power; and the temple of Claudius as a 
fortress, built to ensure their perpetual bondage, whose 
rapacious priests would not abate their demands for its 
support, until the ruin of the people ihey pretended to 
serve by religious offices, became the consequence of 
their unrestrained greediness. With little persuasion, 
therefore, were they induced to join the league against 
their euslavers; and the extirpation of the colony wa& 
on all bands resolved upon. 

Meanwhile, the Romans at Camulodunum were- 
struck with consternation at the danger impending over 
them. Their Pro-proetor, and the main body of their 
army, far from them; and their Procurator unabls 
to afford them more than a very feeble assistance; 
they abandoned themselves to despair, and took not 
even the precautionary measures of adding to the 
incompetent defences of the town its.lf, not of sending 
away their aged, women, and children. Neither 
were prodigies wanting, to increase the general alarm ; 
preternatural evenl& and appearances were related, 
both among the Romans and the Britons; serving as 
greatly to encourage the latter, as to strike terror inta 
the hearts of the former. I'acitus* is particular in bi& 
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mention of these nonders. The statue of the goJdess 
Victory at Camulodunum, he telU us, without any 
visible cause, fell down, and turned bacliward, as if 
yielding to the enemy. Enthusiastic women foretold 
the approaching destruction. Strange noises were 
heard in the council-house; howUngs resounded in the 
theatre; and an apparition was seen in the xstuary of 
the Thames, of a colony destroyed. Moreover, the sea 
looked bloody ; and, in the ebb, cEQgies of human bodies 
were left on the shore. 

In the midst of the universal confusion and dismay, 
arrived intelligence that the Britons, headed by Boa- 
dicea, the intrepid queen of the Iceni, were in full 
march for the Colony, and sweeping all before them. 
Even then, though their fate so evidently depended upon 
the vigour and prudence of the measures to be at the 
moment resolved upon, distraction continued to pervade 
the councils of the Romans: so that they availed not 
themselves of the solitury refuge remaining to them in a 
place not regularly fortified, that of their Camp at Lex- 
den ; in which, it is very probable, they might have 
withstood the torrent of the enemy, until such time as 
succours should arrive. Thus, notwithstanding all the 
information received beforehand, they were surprised in 
the town; the Britons surrounding it on all sides, and 
entering, with little dilHculty, wherever it had been left 
unguarded. In this terrible exigence, the garrison threw 
themselves into the temple of Claudius; which, after 
a little less than hopeless defence of two days, they 
were compelled to surrender at discretion. Catus, the 
Procurator, whose covelousness, and the consequent 
hatred of the province, had been one main cause of this 
calamity, was already fled into Gaul: and Petilius 
Cerialis, lieutenant of the ninth le^on, coming to the 
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uiisUnce of the colony, was routed ; bis iafantiy pot 
to lh« iword; though he himself, with the hone, 
exerted aufficieut geaeralship to escape to the Camp, 
in which he actually appears to have roaiotuned himself 
until the return of the Propnetor. Being thus victorious 
on all hands, the Britoni gave a loo&e to vengeance; 
slaughtering, without remorse, their late oppressors; 
and mercilessly destroying every moDument of the 
Roman sway at Camulodunum. 

Animated by these successes, Boadicea resolved to 
lead her troops to the destruction of all the other impe- 
rial stations in Britain. In pursuance of this resolution, 
abe marched along the military Stoiie-m^ already 
■poken of as the probable boundary of the province 
at its formation; bending her vengeful steps towards 
the chief town of the Cassi, which the Romans, in the 
the time of Plautius, had converted into their well- 
known ir.ankipium of Verulam.* The military way, 

* A WidUc^finii Wli m town, vbole inhabiluti Iiid been mada 
boBonrj cilixeoi of Romi, vitlioQl uj ■bridgcment of tlieir fDnaar 
libirtici, or iltmmtion of lb«r originil U«J and iBtnaal govcn- 
nint. C^. GtUiu.) — Tbs (dTMKCDWot of VaniluD, H tbt Mrij 
paiiod jut ipokoD of, to tbo pccnlitr bonoiin ofi frae dtj, allhongh 
impnled (Q iti ■tUokaant to Ike Ronu gOTummaiit, and Iha ciwn&d 
aids it aSordad the Rainaiu inu, ii ■ lurciiaitaDca, cerlaiolj, that 
atrikinglj indmilei h* prcTnnu ooDioqnance. UowaTer, we oanoDt 
■abaoribe to the opioioi aiitarlauiad bj aoiiia antlqairiei, thai it was 
the chief fed of Iba Caau, and eapital of CaiBTellana, prior to tbe 
overthrow of Ihat monanJi hj Canar; for bid it b«eo inoh, wfaj 
had not (be Caulin kiog;, then reoentlj triompbiat ovsr the TVim- 
vastei, made Verahun tbe netropolij of (be united kingdoma, rather 
Ihu Caundodantini; wbioh latter moit either bare been aireadj bis 
Cauiio capital, or eiie bat lillia known to lun, ■■ litaaled. in 
regard to Vendaai, bejood the heart of an bHhectohoatilalairilorjt 
But, not to nvert fo tbe coniidention of a point, alreadf dixmasad 
(onienhal at large, it maj be luSoient lo ramaik, that the proaparitf 
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which we last noticed as stretching from Camnlo- 
dunum to within a short distance of the fort of 
Wt^-iury, had been conducted onwards to the muni- 
cipium; and thus had every facility been uninlention ally 
afforded, tby the Romans themselves, to the retributive 
attacks of the Queen of the Iceni. Verulam was pil- 
laged, and destroyed: its inhabitants slaughtered: tor 
the Britons, Tacitus expressly says, fatigued not them- 
selves with attempting the reduction of the small 
garrisons in the forts;* but, It^aving them unattached, as 
they had done Fetilius Cerialis in the castrum at Lexden, 
they hastened to the weaker though wealthier places, 
there to execute their purposes of plunder and a cruel 
revenge. 

Trinovantum, by Latin authors at this time first styled 
Landininm, was tiie next object of attack. Being t^ 
inferior consequence to Camulodunum, it was not as yet 
dignified with the appellation of a colony; but was 
already famous for the number of merchants who re- 
sorted to it, and made it the seat of their commerce and 
their wealth. The route pursued by Boadicea to this 
town from Verulam, can only be surmised; but there 
are several circumstances leading to the'conclusion, that 
it could not have been direct. Periiaps it was at Veru- 
lam the Britons first learned, that Suetonius, the Pro- 
prxtor, was hastening to the relief of the province ; for, 
with the mingled precipitation, irresolution, and fear, 

otTanlu, and its readj illiuca vitb tbe Romwii, which had bssn 
the ebief wnirM of that proiperitj, were boo tlie einwi of ll> bH ; 
for thaw were the main itimDlanU to the oapiditj, aad duirra of 
va^aaBoe, that aoimited the umj iukUt Ba«dioea> 

* Bj tkaia (crti BWj ba maant thoae latelj alladad to, ai tkB 
pnbable daraBoei of tba Sttae~mj that aonititataj tha BnlAM* 
tiaa «[ aarehi 
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that usiully accompany such barbaric enterpriws, they 
would appear to have retreated, in the first iiHttttce, 
from the Roman Genial, whom notwifhstanding, they 
aiterwards baldly attacked; and, agreeably to the esta- 
blished predilections of their mce, to have detennioed 
that Aeirpoitfor defence iiio\l\i be in the Forest of Essex, 
since successively called that of Walthani and Epping. 
To accomplish this object, they would naturally take th« 
toad detcribed by Newcome* as an " original Roman" 
ODe, through Enfield Chace, called the Catnlct Way ; 
and which appears to be the same with that supposed by 
Mr. Clntterbuckt to have " connected Chesbunt with 
Verulam." This road would conduct tbem to the 
grand line oftheErmin Street; whence they might make 
their way, crossing the Lea river, to the spot they seem 
to have ma^e choice of, between the modern Walthani 
and Epping, at which to intrench themselves. For at 
this spot, are the traces of an ancient Camp, called 
Ambreys, or Ambersbury Banks, cunjeclured to have 
' been of British origin, and which tradition indeed as- 
cribes to Boadicea-I But, bearing nothing farther of 
■ Hiitorj of the Abb«<r ol St. Albta. 
t Hiitorj of Utrtrordihin. 
} " Hill intmohaie'. t ta bow entinlj oT>rtcn>*ii "tlli old oiki 
■ltd harn-beini. Jt> (ignrs i( irrtgoTir, [itber loigeit from eut lo 
well, (Dd on > ftntit deditilj lo the loiilb-eut. It oonluDi nftrlj 
13 aorta, uid i> lanonDded bfyditcb, ud bigb buk maDb worn bj 
likiei (hongb, wbare Ibera u» auglo, thej ue lUII igrj bold ind 
bijb. Th«e m do ngnlir cfiening* or BDtnnoca, odI^ in t»a 
plioei, trb^B tb« buk h» bceo cpt (hrongh, ud tbt dltob Gll«d 
Dp rcrj l*t«lj, in order In mAa ■ itnigbt rood from Debden Gceea 
la Epping Bukel. Tbs boimdtTiei between ibepiriibe* of WillbaB 
■nd Epping, ran enallj IbruaKh Ibe Diddle of tbi> intreBdniedt." 
(GBUgh't Ciaiden.) — In a lietd not far bnia Ibii cuop, wfaase ■i(»^ 
tian is neu iho lAlb milestone, wu found ■ trrj onooiu gold cotn, 
cerllid/Biitiib, ud eppKontl j af ibont the tgr of Cnnobellac. 
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SoetmilutiUiNrfint intention ofatt&cking London would 
rerive. Perhaps the road they then selected, afler re* 
ciOMing the Lea, was part of a Roman way, which, it 
has been conjectured, was formed along the line of th« 
Stoit, and of the forts we lately particularised; leading, 
at Bishop's Stortfbrd, from the Stone-way, by Wall-bury, 
Latton, Broxboume, and Cbeshunt, to Enfield ; at which 
latter place it joined the Ermin Street, and thence con- 
ducted to London, tt is certain that no trace of a Roman 
or other ancient road, has eTer been discovered in what 
is now called Epping Forest ; through which, presuming 
that the Britons marahed from Boadicea's Oamp to 
London, they must have proceeded, had they not taken 
(he road just supposed. This whole account of the 
probable motions of the Britons under the Queen of the 
loeni, after their destruction of Verulani, is unconfirmed, 
we grant, by any passages in Roman authora ; yet, unless 
we Gunceife of their having made some such detour 
upon their march, it is not easy to imagine why Sueto- 
nius, whose road from Angleaea lay through Verulara, 
did not intercept their progress, and attack them before 
they reached London, since his first object was to pre- 
serve that place from their fury. His arrival at London 
before the Britons, must prove that, had they taken the 
same line of march, he could have met with them had 
he thought proper; and the inference is natural, that, 
as he did not so meet with them, their route must have 
been different from his own, and was probably concealed 
from him. Thh suppositions we have ventured upon, 
will clear many difficulties : they will account for the 
fact, that Suetonius, though he was beyond Verulam 
when the Britous marched from thence, was enabled to 
reach the point at which both armies ultimately aimed 
prior to their arrival; and they will explain the subse- 
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uveal steps of tbe Pro-pnetor, when, Ending it expedicDt 
tO' sacrifice Londoa to ibe general safety, he chose a 
spot for engaging the enemy, which he must have 
ptused at a very smaJl distance on his way from Veru- 
jamr and at which therefore, had the Britons advanced 
by the same road, he could have at first engaged them, 
and rendered so costly a sacrifice unnecestary. 

With a courage and ^If-poasession truly admirable, 
Suetonius had fought his way through hostile nations, 
until he arrived, as has been said, at the chief commer- 
cial town of the Trinovantes. Here he was at first in' 
determined whether to abide the coming of the Britons, 
'or, by resigning this one place more to their fury, to 
render their eventual destruction the more certain and 
complete. He determined upon the latter course; recol- 
lecting the smallness of his force, in comparison with 
the enemy's; and the advantage the latter would derive 
from their numbers, in so irregular a contest as must 
have ensued from his defence of the town. HJs deter* 
mination being made, the tears and intreaties of the 
inbafaitaiils for his continuance among them, proved 
unavajling: London was destroyedj together with all 
who remained in it rather than follow the Roman ge- 
neral, or who, from weakness of sex or age, were 
unable to accompany him. At this last stage of their ' 
merciless progress, the Britons exceeded, if possible, 
thtjir previous cruelties; putting to the sword, burning, 
hanging, crucifying, and, by every other method they 
could devise, consigning to destruction every Roman, 
or ally of the Romans, who' fell into their hands. 
Taken altogether, nut less than 70,000 persons, it is 
computed, were slain by the insurrectionary army, 
from the commencement c)f its hostile movements until 
Oxc close of its terrible carter. 
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lite poution taken up by Suetonius, in expectation 
of the general engagement ihat at last took place, we 
have little doubt, was the intrenched Con^ near Isling- 
ton, before spoken of. Any person who baa visited the 
elevated spot occupied by the remains of this Camp, 
will readily admit, that no situation in the neighboui- 
hood of London could afford a more advantageoui 
position, either for security, or as a post of 'observation 
ibr an army, awai^ng an attack from an immensely 
superior force.* But, ere the actual approach of the 
Britons, the Roman General appears to have abandoned 
this position, in favour of a spot of ground, described 
by Tacitus as accessible but by a single narrow passage, 
and defended in rear by a wood; being seuslble that, 
thus utuated, he should have an enemy in front alone; 
while, the plain being open, there would be nothing to 
fear from ambuscades.f The complete victory which eo- 

• or Uh aitMt of thit C*up, when perhct, it ii impouibto >t lb* 
pralcBt <laj to form t oomct idea ; hut we b*Te ilreidj liuaided 
M opinion, thit it wM gredet tfaia woiild hiT* uiweiod ths par- 
powi of ■ tcmponu-j ormfre night-iUli™, npeoullj foriotmallu 
HBj M tfamt of Sneloniui. Khiob did not «io«td 10,000 men. Tb* 
[ttimipul remadniDg pariian of IhcK work*, onlil tbt nil wu di*- 
tarbtd la obtain 4ba qoantilf of briok^olaj and land boMBlh it* m- 
hoe, ooniiiled of a Praterhm, whiofa, io aitnatioi, fons, ud >1m, 
niotlj noiraipoBded wilb Ihr deioriplioa of Iha GoDcral'i Unt pna 
bj Poijbiii, in hia account of tha Ronaa netbod of oaitramctalioa. 
11m til* wat an exact iqaare of about SOO (eet; Uw breadtb ot lb* 
iBRonDdiRg fbiiD fraiB :!0 lo 30 feel, b»iif beaa aide irregalar bj 
•Bonaehneita npoo tb* ef bankineal. Tb> fo«M mi ibogt 10 or 
13f««ldoep, for tbe moil part filled witb water, and aTcrgroin 
witb tsdge: from tbe liKsr cirDumataice, tb« field in wbicb waa Ihia 
PiatoriDD, probablj loqnired ila preaent appellation of tba Bttlt- 
Meat Field.— Vida StltM't Hulsry qf Itlit^m. 

t " DeligiiqubKumaioliBfaBcibaietl tergo liltt olaOMia; aaOi 

Mgulw, Dihil boitian, niii io trosla, el ^ettim plaaitien tua, im 
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■ned, justified the sagacity of this eminent commandci't 
the Qritons, whose force has been variously estimated 
■t from 120,000 to 330,000 men, lost not less than 
80,000, it is said, in the engagement, and the merciless 
slaughter which followed it: while Boadicea, unable to 
endure the agony of despair to which she was reduced 
by so unexpected and overwhelming a disaster, put a 
period to her life by poison. 

From Ibis period, by far the greater part of South 
Britain submitted quietly to the imperial yoke. Camu- 
lodunum was re-ediAed after its late terrible destruction ; 
and that in a more magnificent manner, it may be pre- 
sumed, than it had been at first decorated with the 
ornaments of architecture by the conquerors. The 

naln iDiidUnin." Mr. J. NtltoD. ia bii HJitorf of Idiagtoo jnit 
rer<mdlo, obicrTH, npon thu piisige: " the liliialioB of thcrillcj 
lliit list belwccn lbs icctiTilj of PanloDvUle and tha faigh gntnud 
■boot Gnj'i Inn LiDc, will no), on iDipacticm, be fopod uj tbiag at 
variaDca witfa Iba daacriplioD al TidIiob ; and u opiDioii mt; ba furlj 
buudfd, Ihil tba loane of iclion wii oonflned to (bit pliwc, in lbs 
immcdiita liDinitj of Balttc-Briige." The Mma author eonecini 
the apot lul-manlioBed to hue lakeii Dame rrom tbie identical on*, 
flict ; jnit ai a place ia the Eait Riding of Yorkihire !■ mIImI BatOc, 
from biibg been Ibe icene of thai between Harald Huurdred Ibe 
NoTwefian and Uarold King ofEDgladd, imniedUtclj before tin 
Conqueil; and ai the town at BaitU in Saia«i ia ao named fnm 
the great conleat that there took place, belwven tha aane Harold 
and the CaiqueTor. Uorant imagiaei tiie aeene of tbia inporlaM 
battle to bare been in the neighboaihood of the Britiah CmKf, 
between Waltbatn and Spping, lalelj detcribed : bat it must b« 
remembered that tbii Camp, in tneient Briliih limea, mnat bar* 
been far within tbe tbickoesiei of the Fnrat, which Ibea eitendad 
ilielf bejood tbo riiera Lea and Start into Uia pieaent Middlaaea 
and HeitfoTdihire; and which eren jet preierrei a remnant of ill 
■lightj ibadea in Ibe rormer eonalj, in Ej^li Ckaet, which, it U 
wall known, wa* origiuUj foreat-land. 
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JFaBt also, whose plan is so distinctly Roman, were 
originally erected, we may iiaagine, at this period, to 
d^efend the colony from any future attacki of the 
Sritons* During all tfae contests for the purple that 
followed these events, the Roman forces in this island 
generally remained inactive. The power of the con< 
querors continued to extend ; till at length, under the 
pro-prsetoiship of Julius Agricola, Wales was effectually 
subdued, and the bounds of the Roman province, north- 
ward, were the ramparts he raised between it and Cale- 
donia. Incited by the same politic governor, not lest 
than able Commander, the Britons, as we are informed 
by his historian and son-in-law, Tacitus, began to build 
temples, forums, and elegant houses ; and to assume 
the Roman fashions and dresses; the loga, or gown, 
in particular, being in his time commonly worn among 
them. By degrees, too, those incitements to debau- 
chery, ponicoes, baths, and banquets, were introduced; 
and became but the too pleasing-accompaniments of 
that slavery, of which they were in reality the badges. 
Britain, from henceforth considered an integral and 
important part of the empire, was no longer governed, 
as it had lately been, by consular or pro-consular 
deptities, but was accounted presidial, and appropriated 
to ihe emperors, as having been annexed to their au- 
thority subsequently to tfae division of the provinces by 
Augustus. Mere effectually to keep it in subjection, 
four legions at least were generally quartered in the 

* '' Tbs g«>nl fonn of the ■litioni nhish wers parilj Ronu,'' 
(uj( Mr. Cintlerbnck in bii Uialorj eC Herlfordihin) ■■ Moh u 
Ctkhftltr, Chcitgrtoa, Ciitor, netrNantich, &o. tec. ms ciifaei 
■qnua or obloiig." — The willi or ColcbeMtr deaeribe * tegolir 
Mimg, nilfa Ihe eic«|)tioBi of the ctunes at Ibe IcrmiuliDiii of klieii 
ngbt liaci ip place ot lugUi. 
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island; in llie neighbourhood of whose itAtiom and 
gairisoni arose contiderable towni and cities, still fre- 
quently to he distioguished by the Saxon termination 
enter, or chctter, (borrowed from the Latin cattnm^ Xa 
their modem names. Of the magnificent buildings, 
with which the colonies in general were adorned, 
Caniulodunum, if we may judge from the immense 
quantity of Roman materials, from the ruins of which so 
many of its public edifices, still standing, were erected, 
received a mora than ordinary share. And we may 
confidently imagine, that, as this was the first, so it long 
flourished as the most important and best civiliied of 
the colonies; and that its inhabitants, in every liberal 
accomplishment, vied with the most polished natives of 
the other provinces of the empire. 

But we are not to suppose the island to have been 
so perfectly subjected, but that various British princes 
were allowed to retain their petty sovereignties, as sub- 
governors, or tributaries, to the imperial power. Of 
these, Coel I., whose territory is coiiceived to have 
lain between the Thames and the Channel, dying, left 
bis son Lucius, or Lhes, his successor. Lucius, we are 
told, was sumamed Lecermaur, the great light, from his 
having received, and very much encouraged the spread 
of the gospel, within his jurisdiction. In the reign of 
Coel II., the empire was distracted by the contentions 
of not less than thirty aspirers at the imperial dignity] 
six of these, namely, Lollianus, Victorinus, Posthumus, 
the twoTetrici, and Marius, are supposed to have been 
governors in Britain; as their coins, in great numbers, 
have been found in and near Colchester. 

From Coel II., it has been very plausibly inferred 
that Colchester derives its modem appellation. For, 
bcaog prinoe or governor, under the Romans, of the 
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tenitory south of the Thames, which had been com- 
mitted heretofore to the Itrst Coel and to Lucius, he 
aeiied a favourable opportunity to acquire the sove- 
leignty of the whole country oow known as Essex, 
Middlesex, and Hertfordshire; or, possibly, having 
before gOTcnied these counties also under the imperial 
authority, be now, taking advantage of the distractions 
that pervaded the empire, established himself as their 
independent monarch; made this town, which he re- 
paired and greatly adorned, the seat of his government; 
and gave it the name of Kayr-Coel, signifying the town 
or ci^ of Coel. The Saxons, it must be believed, if we 
follow up this idea, conveyed a corresponding meaning, 
when they added to the name of Coel their Latinical 
corruption ctiier, or chtattr; but at the same time inti- 
mated, through this latter term, their knowledge that 
the place had been a Roman station. Some authors, 
however, have imagined the true derivation to be from 
the Latin Coldnia, coupled with the Saxon addition; 
and have conceived that the name of the river on which 
the town is built, as being more ea«ly deducible from 
Colonia than Coel, favours their supposition. We are 
inclined Co allow more weight to the first part of this 
argument, than to the last; since there are teeerot 
livers of the name of Colne in Britain, all of which 
could not have derived their appellation from the con- 
tiguous establishment of Roman colonics upon them. 

The Colchester Chronicle* gives an account of som« 
transactions of this period, which, tbuugh not mentioned 
by Roman writers, are neither all, nor equally, impior 

* This brief Chroniole ii cnlered ml tha bsgiiiDing of (s uir.ient 
ncDrd-book baloapng to the tonn, cutlsd the Oub-Booli. Vnm 
Ihe itjle of Ihe wtiling, i( ipptu) to fairs been ptaiMd U abogt Um 
Dt of Uia raign of Edwud lU, 
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bable. It fixes the commencement of Coel's usurped 
atithorily in the jrear 338; and proceeds with the foU 
lowing unong other (somewhat more romantic) parti* 
culard : — 

243. Helena, daughter of Coel, bom in Colchester. 

S6o. ConstanCius, the Roman General in Spain, 
suls to Britain, and betieges Colchester, 
(which continued to be held by Coel 
against the Romans.) 

364. The Siege is raised ; Constantius betrothing 

Helena. 

365. Coustantine, (afterwards Emperor, and tur- 

named the Great) son of Constantius by 
Helena, bom before the solemniialion of 
the nuptials. 
i99- The Emperor Constantius died at Eboracum, 
(York) in the l6th year of his reign. 

The facts thus recorded, have been disputed by se> 
Teral writers; from whom we think it but fur to quote 
the following, observatioos.— " As to Constantine being 
bom in Britian," said Mr. Gougb, " this rests only on 
the testimony of British authors: all the continental 
ones fixing the place of his nativity in other places, or 
passing it over in silence. Even all that has been 
advanced about King Coel, rests upon such weak au- 
thorities, that it can hardly pass for truth in any degree: 
otherwise, one might suspect that if such a person 
existed, his true name was Caelius, and that he was a 
Roman; for, allowing Helena to be his daughter, which 
is by no means clear, how should the daughter of a 
Briton have a Greek name f*"^ Agreeably to the elo- 
quent author of the " Decline and Fall," die elevatioB 
* Addiiku to BriUnon, Vol. II. p. 50. 
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of ConstanUne to the rank of Cceser, and admiUance to 
tlie sovereign power, preceded his recovery of Briuin 
Jrom AUectus, wbo had asiassin^ed CarauHna, and 
uiurped hie dignity. Long previously to that event, 
therefore, if the historian ia to be credited, he must 
have been married to Helena, from whom he wai 
divorced on his second majriage with the daughter of 
MaxiiDJan, and at which period Coiutantine was eigh- 
teen years of age. Gibbon farther denies that a 
British king was the father of Helena, who he thinks 
it more probable was an innkeeper at Drepanum, a town 
on the Gulph of Nicomedia; and he supports the clum 
of Naissus, in Dacia, to the honour of having been the 
birth-place of the first Christiui emperor. Again he 
Bays : " am &iglish antiquaries were used to dwell 
with rapture on the words of his panegyrist: 'Britamuat 
HHc oriatdo nobilet Jecitli:' but this celebrated passage 
tnay be referred wkh as much propriety to the acce^ 
sion, as to the nativity, of Constant! ne." — Notwith- 
standing these learned opinions, we really conceive the 
balance of argument to be in favour of the truth and 
consistency of the facts cited from our Chronicle. The 
constant tradiiion of Colchester has been, that Helen 
was the daughter of Coel U., who, at governor or king 
of this district, first revolted against the Romans, and 
aAerwards became tributary to them; and thatConitan- 
tins being sent hither to reduce him to obedience, 
became enamoured of Helen, and had by her his son 
Constantine, whom he adopted immediately upon his 
marriage. This tradition is preserved in the old British 
memoirs, handed down to us, in a very confused and 
imperfect manner, itis true, by Geoffrey of Monmouth; 
and is followed not only by our most ancient English 
historians, but by numerous authors of other nations, 
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who wrote at different times, and or whom not lets thaa 
uvenly are cited by a writer professedly on this sub- 
ject.' Aad the dearth of information relative to Cdd- 
stantine in the Latin authors, since it cannot disprove, 
tends rather to confirm, the voice of tradition, and of 
Kn existing record, botb which coincide in r^ard to 
facts, st^ed by them to have taken place upon the spot 
at which themselves are extant. Colchester, it must b« 
confessed, " is very unfortunate," as Morant observes, 
" in having two such patent adversaries, as the most 
teamed Dean Gale, and his kamed son Roger Gale, 
Esq.; the former of whom would place Camuloduuum 
any where but here, and the latter is for depriving it of 
the honour of having given birth to Coostantine tha 
Great:" — nor is her misfortune the less, now that the 
names of Gough and Gibbon must be added to the 
hostile list: — still, the simple yet cogent observations of 
Bishop Stillingfleet alone, are, with us, nearly sufficient 
testimony on the other side. Speaking of the passage 
cited from the panegyrist by Gibbon, the Bishop says: 
"tbereis no reason to decline tlie most natural and proper 
sense, (of the word orior) via, that he (Constatitine) 
brought a great honour to Britain by being bom in it." 
And speaking of another very remarkable passage in 
the panegyric — ' o, fortunate Britain! and now happier 
than the rest of the earth, which tint saw Constaniina 
Ctesarl' — he says, " if this were Constantine's own 
CMMtry, this was done like an orator: if not, to what 
purpose is all thisf And then he parallels Britain with 
Egypt, where Mercury was bom; which shews that h« 
Bpiike of the place of his nativity." 

* HiahMl Airord, tliH GriBilb, in bis " BriUmuk IllulrMa, «*• 
JjBcii, Uelena, Osostantlni, Piirix et ridw," ita. Ailnup, lOM. 



.y Google 



COLCHESTER. 46 

But not to cite authorities at nmch length upon a 
. qacBtion, in regard to which few may feel a very Hyely 
interest, we proceed to the moat remarkable circum- 
itances in the. life of Helen; to whose memory the 
inhabitants of Colchester, for a very long period, shewed 
a particular attachment. She is related to have been 
the most beautiful British woman of her time ; skilful in 
music, anil adorned with every other acquired, as well 
u natural female accomplishment; for her father, being 
without other children, had given her such an education 
as seemed best calculated to render her an ornament to 
the government she seemed destined to fill. However, 
she was divorced by Constantius, from political views, 
when he was declared Cxiar, in order to his marrying 
a daughter-in-law of the reigning emperor. Having 
been converted to the true religion hy her son, the first 
Christian emperor, Helen became eminent for works of 
piety and charity ; and at length, when nearly fourscorce, 
determined upon an expedition to Jerusalem, to indulge 
the desire she had long felt of seeing a place, made so 
iAemorable by the sufferings and death of the Saviour. 
On her way, she dispensed very considerable gifts to 
individuals, towns, and societies: and, arriving at Jeru- 
salem, found, say the early ecclesiastical writers, the 
sepulchre of Christ covered with earth bj Heathen hands, 
and a temple, dedicated to Venus, built over it. By 
her orders, the temple was pulled down, and the earth 
removed, with a view to the erection of a magnificent 
church upon the spot. While the workmen were pre- 
paring the place for the foundations of the intended 
■tructure, they discovered, as the same historians tell 
us, OR the 3rd of May, 319, three Crouet, being 
the identical ones oil which Christ ami the t«o thieves 
liad iufiered. Overjoy«d at the poeseMion of such 
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a treasuie, HelcD sent a put of the crou of Chriit, 
U a iDost valuable present, to her son, bat left the re^ 
mainder at Jerusalem. The death of this pious princess 
is related to have taken place at Rome, in the presencA 
of Conslantine, on the l8th of August, 327- From her 
asserted discovery of the cross, the anns of Colchester, 
which are across between three coronets, originate; 
and, in various ways, the initial ornvnents, &c. to the 
charters, and other public documents, of the town, 
continued long to bear reference to Helen, and to her, 
envied high fortune at Jerusdem. To the same cause, 
is to be attiibuted, as some have supposed, that cnws- 
Wic peculiarity in the disposition of the principal streets, 
which wc alluded to at the commencement of the pre- 
sent chapter. 

The reli^on of Christ was planted in Britain even in 
the apostolic times, and very probably by St. Paul. 
However, its progress in this island was slow; since 
Lucius, before-mentioned, being desirous of instruction 
ID its tenets, was obliged to send messengers to Eleuthe- 
rius. Bishop of Rome, (A. D. iSj-) desiring him to 
dispatch some persons to his court, who might become 
histeachers. Such persons were sent accordingly; and 
from them, Lucius, and many others, received baptism, 
and an increased knowledge of the principles of Chris- 
tianity. The same prince is said to have founded the 
, church of St. Peter, in Cornhill, London; and to have 
constituted it an archiepiscopal see, of which Thean, or 
Theon, was the first archbishop. Allowing the correct 
ness of this statement, we may fairiy gather firom it, 
that both Lucius and his father Coet L were governors 
under the Romans of Middlesex, and perhaps also Essex, 
as well as of the countiy on the opposite shore of the 
Thames ; and that Coel II. did little towards extending 
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the sphere of hii sovereignty, beyond rendering himielf 
independent of the Roman government. 

The Emperor Constantius secretly f&voured the pro* 
p&gation of Christianity ; but his son Constsntine, it is 
well known, publicly professed it, and enacted laws for 
its protection and encouragement throughout the empire. 
And when, in process of time, episcopal or arcbiepisco- 
pal sees were established in not less than twenty-seven 
considerable cities in Britain, that of Kayr-Colon, or 
Colchester, was undoubtedly among the number. But 
the names of the Bishops of this town, are not recorded ; 
nor is any mention made of them until the year 314, 
when three British Bishops are said to have been pre- 
sent at the council of Aries; viz. Eborius of York, 
Restitutus of London, and Adclfius of the city Colon. ' 
That Christianity flourished, after the time of Lucius, 
in this particular city and neighbourhood, for a series of 
years, may be reasonably presumed ; especially under 
the auspices of Constantius, and Constantine the Great, 
and through the encouragement aiTorded it by the 
piouS'Helen, who founded the chapel in Colchester 
that Still beats her name. 

From Constantine were derived, not merely the more 
complete establishment of the Christian religion in 
Britain, but various civil regulations, intended for the 
general government of the empire, but which had more 
or less reference to the concerns of this island, and to 
those of ihe lint Roman colony established in it. Di- 
viding the whole empire into four prefectures, namely, 
Italy, Gaul, lUyricura, and the East, and subdividing 
these into fourteen large provinces, Britain, one of the 
fourteen, became subject to the Prefect of Gaul, and 
was governed by Vicars, or Deputies, the first of whom 
was named Pacatianus. Under him were two Consular 
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Deputies, aniwerable to the number of provipcea 
(BriUmnia Prima and Sccunda) into which the island 
had been divided by the Emperor Sevcnis; and thru 
Presidents, who determined all civil and criminal 
causes. But a iarther division of Britain was made fay 
Constantine into four parts; vii. BrUamiia Prima, 
bounded by the Thames, the Severn, and the British 
Cbamicl; Britaania Secvnda, comprehending what ii 
now called Wales; Flavia CaiarieasU, the midland 
parts, which included Colonia-Csmuloduuum ; Maxima 
CoMrientit, all the northern parts to the wall of Severus. 
The military government of the empire being en- 
trusted to two Generalissimos, one for the East, the 
other for the West, Britain was naturally placed under 
the Generalissimo for the West. To him were subject) 
the Count of Britain, the Count of the Saxon Shore 
throughout Britain, and the Duke of Britain. The 
Count of Britain had the care of the inland parts of the 
island; the Count of tie Saxon Shore was appointed to 
guard the eastern and southern coast from the Saxon 
pirates; and the oQice of the Duke of Britain, was to 
defend the borders, or marches, from the incursiona 
of the Caledonians, Picts, Scots, &c. The standing 
Roman force under these commanders, amounted to 
about 19,300 foot, and about 1,700 horse. The other 
principal officer* established here, were the Count of 
the Imperial Largesses, who distributed the Emperor's 
gifts, or largesses, and had various officers under bimi _ 
the Keeper of the Privy Purse, subject lo whom was a 
Private Auditor; and the Vicar's court swarmed with 
officers, who too generally enriched themselves at the 
expence of the province. The chief seat of govern* 
ment in the island, at which the Vicar and his coui^ 
■id maay of the of&ceia abore mentioned, would ii» 
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tunlly reside, appears to hsve been* London ; vhose 
mora fxTourable ^tuation for comnierce having at 
length raued it to a degree of importance exceeding 
that of the ori^nal settlement at Camulodunum, it had 
iMCome the Augusta of the Romans in BritAin. 

Several of these latter particulars are not immediately 
connected with the History of Colchester; yet a view 
of the Roman authority Here, even as regards this town, 
it not complete without tfaetn. But the Roman affairs, 
irom this period until their final departure from the 
island, having little or no relation to their ancient 
colony, need not be dweU upon: it heing of importance 
only to notice, that, in common with the natives in 
general of the eastern coasts, the inhabitants of this dis- 
trict were continually exposed to the piratical invasions 
of the Franks and Saxons; the audacity and frequency 
of whose depredations, not less than those of the Picts 
and Scots, increued with the rapid declension of the 
empire, until the last-mentioned barbarians became 
triumphant in every comer of Britain upon its fall. 
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nOU TBB ARKtVAI. OF THE SAXOKS IK BRITAIN, 
TO THE DEATH OF WILLIAM THE COHQUEftOIt. 



Britain, no longer defended by tlie legions of Rome, 
was reduced to so miserable a condition by [lie ravages 
of its iioi'llicrn invadeis, tbat famine, and the absolute 
starvation of oumbers, ensued. But these hon-ible dis- 
tresses themselves occasioned a temporary alleviation 
of the calamities which had produced them ; for the 
barbarians discontinued their incursions, when they 
found the utterly devastated country incapable of yield- 
ing them advantages, commensurate with the fatigue a^d 
danger of new enterprises. Favoured by the natural 
fertility of the soil, the inhabitants turned this respite 
to so good an account, that an unusual and universal 
plenty succeeded; during the continuance of which, 
they formed therjielves into a number of separate and 
independent governments, each under its particular 
king. There are no autlioritics extant, informing us to 
which of these kingdoms the part of the island ill which 
we are chiefly interested was attached. Luxury, and a 
general dissoluteness of manners, that had been intro- 
duced and encouraged by the policy of the Roman 
government, proved the next scourges of the degene- 
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nte Britons; and these excesses, as if by way of^Uniali- 
ment from Providence, were followed by so dreadful a 
pestilence, that survivors are said to hsve scarce re- 
mained to inter its victims. At the same time, the Pict* 
and Scots once more picpared themselves for a south- 
ward irruption; and once again did the Britons implore 
aid from the Romans against an enemy they so greatly 
dreaded. But their most passionate intreaties could 
not then be regarded; the terrible Attila, with a host of 
barbarous fullowen, having entered the empire, which 
he was widely ravaging. Thus destitute of foreign as' 
sistance, the Brituns adopted the common resource of 
their ancestors on occasions of national danger:- they 
elected, from their various monarchs, a supreme head, 
to whom all the petty piinces were to be subservient, and 
by whom they were to be led against the expected foe. 
Their choice fell on the incapable Vortigem, King 
of the Dunmonii, who was raised to this important 
dignity in the year of Christ 445. He, it is almost 
needless to repeat, devised an inglorious expedient to 
free himself of the northern invaders — that of calling in 
the Saxons to fight his battles — an expedient, through 
which himself, and the whole country, were ultimately 
reduced to be the slaves of his intended allies. In the 
wars which ensued between the Britons and their 
treacherous friends, the latter, being nearly uniformly 
triumphant, committed the most dreadful ravages, and 
unheard-of cruellies, upon the people whom they had 
arrived to defend. Their rage was especially directed 
against those monumeuts of art, the best legacy of the 
Romans to the island, which, being unable to appreci- 
ate, they despised: and thus were the ndiGces of that 
refined people at Colchester, Verulam, and the other 
stations, reduced to heaps of ruins, from which after 
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ages cootinued long to Biibstract the materials of new 
ttructum. The Saxons were pagans : tbe priests of 
CfaristiBnity, therefore, says the venerable Qede, were 
Goroinonly martyred aX the very ^lars; the Bishopi 
(lain, without respect, together with the people; aa4 
scftrcely Britons enough left remaining to bury their 
dead. Numben, who bad fled for refuge to the mouor- 
tains, were pursued, and slaughtered in heaps: other*, 
to avoid death by starvation, became the slaves of 
their destroyers : others, again. Bed into foreign lands 
for safety. Tlie miserable few, wlio embraced neither 
of the latt alternatives, led a. wretched and wandering 
life, in perpetual hurry and apprehension, amidst the 
woods and mountains.' Tlie settlement of the coji- 
querors in the several provinces of Eatt'Staxe, Middelr 
Seaxe, • and Sud-Seaxe, (as named and formed by thein- 
selves,) happily put a period to these horrors in die 
districts comprehended within their boundaries, which 
included Colchestt:r as part of Easl-Seaxe. 

To trace the rapid extension of the Saxon sway, 
until it ended in thi^ extirpation nearly of the old inhar 
bitanls of Britain, together with the establishment of the 
Uepiarchy, would be foreign to our purpose. But, 
lince the bases of our constitution and language, great 
part of our common law, and many of our existing 
customs, more particularly our municipal ones, were 
of Saxon original ; it may be useful^ as welt as inter- 
esting, to trace the manner in which this people settled 
and governed the states of their formation in our island ; 
tome elucidation of which, indeed, enters as properly 
into the history of an individual corporation, as of 
tbe kingdom at large. 

Tbe Saxon colonials, when they quitted the country 

of their birth, in order to relieve it of its luperabundant 
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population, and seek new selllements, entered into S 
species of partnership with each other; Trum which it 
resulted, that ihe territories they acquired were the 
property of the collective body of the conquerors. 
None, therefore, bad a fixed inheritance in his landti 
all occupied them by turns; but, in the division of them, 
regard wa> had to the dignity nnd eminence of the 
occupiers. They consisted, universally, of four distinct 
classes, or orders, of men; athelinga, of nobility; 
freohca, freemen, or rather inferior nobility; ynofe/on, 
freedmen; and lazzoi, or ceorli, slaves. From the chief 
nobility they chose ealiormen, or governors, and, upon 
their settlement of any considerable territory in the 
island, Lings. The power of the latter was very limited 
at first; though, for their honour and maintenance, they 
received from every man, subject to their jurisdiction, 
an assigned proportion of cattle or corn ; a custom, in 
which originated fees, and feudal tenures. The freemen 
were the Thana of the second and third classes; 
the irthelinga, or nobility by pre-eminence, constituting 
the first: in these inferior classes, were included mer^ 
chants, artificei's, and countrymen, possessed of estatei 
capable of being conveyed by will, or otherwise. The 
thanes of the first class became, in subsequent times, 
Baront; and those of the second and third, LoriU of 
Alanort: the latter were also barons in an inferior sense, 
though not tariMff regis; as their Anglo-Saxon pred^ 
cessors bad been ordinary thanes, but not king's tbanes: 
from the baronial privileges of the lords of manors, arose 
their power to hold courts-^rim. The condition of a 
freedman, among the Saxons, was but one degree above 
that of a slave : he was of no consideration in hii 
master's bouse, and was never employed in any public 
office. Of the slaves, some were perfectly such, and 
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Mckoned part of their owner's substance : others were 
•o far free, as to be allowed the management of their 
own houses and families, though compellcl to furnish 
their lords with certain quantities of grain, cattle, and 
apparel. Their priucts, or gerefas, determined matters, 
lelating to the community they governed, hy their own 
(Mithority, provided ihey were not of importance ; but in 
aliairs of moment, it was the right of every freeman to 
be consulted in common council. They had general 
assemblies on certain days; in which tbey sat armed, 
and were silent at the injunction of the priests, who 
presided in those councils with coercive powers. When 
the king, governor, or other exalted personage, in. a 
persuasive rather than a commanding manner, delivered 
bis sentiments, if they were disliked, the assembly testi- 
fied their disapprobation by a rude and confused noise; 
if, on the contrary, they met with general approval, the 
spears of the warlike multitude were rustled in concert, 
which was the most honourable assent that could be 
given to them. Accusations were preferred, and trials 
for capital crimes held, before such general councils. 
Punishments were proportioned to offences: traitors, 
and desertorfi, were hung on trees ; infamous persons. 
Kid sUiggards, suffered death by drowning. Mulcts of 
horses, or cattle, were imposed for more trifling crimes; 
part of which accrued to the gerefa, or the state, and the 
remainder to the injured party, or his relations. In 
. the same assemblies were chosen ctnt-gravcs, bur-graves, 
&C.toadministcr justice in the several territories, towns, 
and villages. To each of these officers were attached 
a hundred assessors, or associates, who formed his 
council, and added to the dignity and force of his au- 
thorily. In the burghs, or chief towns, the community 
of burgesses exercised prerogatives and powers, exikcti j 
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siinilarto those which afteraards pertained to the coma, 
IflT earl,) and lord of the manor, within his county or 
manor; and, being generally lords of the district of 
vbich the burgh consisted, they exercised therein both 
a judicial and legislative authority. The chief ma^s- 
trate of the hurgh, was atiled bargrave, or bttrgmrittr; 
or, if it were a port or harbour, port-gerefa, which 
was afterwards contracted into port-grave, and parUrtne. 
When the Heptarchy was formed, a great council of the 
nobility and thanes, or freemen, was established in each 
of the seven kingdoms; and a general one for the whol« 
of them, which became the model of our present Par- 
liament. Both the heptarchical and general councils 
were called mttena-ganot. The several courts and 
assemblies of the tithing, hundred, trytiing, thircgemal, 
or folk-mote, bwgh-mote, &c., were introduced by the 
Saxons; as were the present allotments and boundaries 
of most of our parishes, and even the present names of 
many of them. 

Essex and Middlesex were at first governed by a 
deputy appointed by the famous Hengist, who had 
assumed the title of King of Kent; but on the formation 
of the kingdom of the East Saxons, or Essex, in the 
year 527i Colchester was naturally included within its 
jurisdiction. England was not yet divided into counties, 
but hides; of which latter, the kingdom of Essex wm 
computed to contain 7000,- This kingdom comprehended 
not merely the present county of Essex, but also 
Middlesex, and part of Hertfordshire; forming a dis- 
trict, whose extent corresponded in some degree with 
that of the ancient kingdom of the Trinovantcs, and slill 
more with the modern diocese of London. Il& princi- 
pal cities U'i're London, its capital, afterwards the 
metropolis of England, and Cokfaesler. The founder 
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of this kiDgdom was Erchcnwin, son of OfTa; who wu 
dmcended from Woden, the commoa parent of the 
Saxon kings. Our ancient historians relate nothing of 
him, beyond his name and pedigree: probably, he was 
governor of the two provinces north of the Thamet 
under Ocia, King of Kent; and took advantage of the 
weakness oC his superior, to assume the regal authority. 
He died in the year 5S7- His successors in the throne 
of Essex were, SlcJda; Sxbyrht; Saxred, Siward,and 
Sigebriht, who reigned jointly; Sigebriht the Little; 
Sigebriht the Good; Swithclm; Sibbi, and Sighere; 
Sigehard, and Senfrid; Offa; Selred; and Swithred. 

Saebyrht, sou and successor of Sledda, was the first 
Chrislian king of the East Saxons. He was converted, 
A. D. f)04, by the preaching of Mcllitus, who had been 
sent by Augu&tine the monk to spread the knowledge of 
the gospel in his kingdom, and more particularly at Lon- 
don. He was besides greatly influenced to the profession 
of Christianity by the example of his uncle ^thelbyrht, 
King of Kent, who had built the church of St. Paul, 
London ; on which occasion, the see was removed 
thither from St Peter's, in Cornhill ; and Colchester, the 
County of Essex, Sec. were made part of the metropolitan 
diocese. Saebyrbt himself was the founder of the church 
and abbey of Thorney, west of the capital, which for that 
reason was named Weat-miniteT ; and was famed, until 
bis death, for piety, and zeal for the interests of religion. 
His successors, however, banislted Christianity from the 
E^t-Saxon kingdom ; until Sigebriht the Good restored 
it. This prince, being convinced of the absurdities of 
paganism by his intimate friend, Oswi, King of North- 
umberland, whom he used frequently to visit, was 
persuaded by the same monarch to mak« open profes- 
sion of the Christian foitb, and was baptized by Finan, 
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Sisfaop of Lindlsfame. Ceid, s priest, nho had been 
Bent by Oswi to preach to the East Saxons, became 
their bishop; and by him churches were erccCi-il in 
many places, and priests and deacons caiisecraCed' to 
assist him in the work of the ministry. After the death 
of Swithred, tht; last King of Essex above-mentioned, 
we have no account of the monarchs of this kingdom ; 
whose history is confessedly the most imperfect of any 
in the Heptarchy. We are only informed, that after 
Kent had been conquered by Ecbryht, or Egbert, Essex, 
with the other kingdoms, submitted to him, A. D. 833, 
and that thus was established the monarchy of England. 
Under Ecbryhl's successon, Colchester, and the former 
territory of Essex, were subjected to few changes; 
especially after the entire kingdom had been regularly 
distributed inlo counties, hundreds, ridings, wapentakes, 
and tythings, by Alfred, so justly styled the Great; 
divisions, that had gradually grown into practice under 
the predecessors of that monarch, and were by him 
matured and perfected. But new calamities had over- 
taken the island prior to the reign of the hero and sage, 
to whom law and hberty, through all succeeding times, 
have been so deeply indebted : new ravagera had been 
tempted by the prosperity of the inhabitants, the amenity 
of tlic climate, and the fertility of the soil, to hapless 
England; and, like the Saxons whom they attacked, 
and whom they now surpassed in warlike arts, they 
were destined to subdue and to possess it. 

The Danes of this period inhabited not only the 
country now called Detimark, but parts of the coast of 
Holland, and of Norway. Thus favourably situated for 
acquiring the science of navigation, they became very 
powerful ut sea; and greatly addicted themselves, as had 
done the Saxons before them, to piracy. They ravaged. 
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in turn, aearly all the coasts of Europe; but especi^ly 
those of England, France, aud the Low-Countries. 
Their lint descent upun England was in the west, and in 
the year 787i on the eastern side of the kingdom, theii 
earliest incursions were in the Isle of Sheppey, which 
they plundered in 833 ; and they took up their winter 
quarters in the same island in 851. In 838, having 
lauded in Lincolnshire, they over-ran that county, all 
East Anglia, and Kent; including within the sphere 
of their ravages, amongst other considerable places, 
Colchester, London, Canterbury, and Rochester. They 
wintered among the East Angles (i. e. in Suffolk and 
Norfolk,) in b66 ; but they do not appear to have at that 
time entered Essex, but on the contrary to have spread 
themselves northward and westward. King Ethered 
- fought nine pitched battles with theni in 871 : but they 
still kept their ground : and having reduced the whole 
of East-Anglia to subjection in the course of the eight 
following years, they settled there under the govern- 
ment of Godrun, or Ootbrun. This chief had embraced 
Christianity, and entered into a treaty with Alfred, who 
then reigned, having just recovered the major part of 
his dominions, after secreting himself for a while in 
the Isle of Atheliiey. However, by the terms of this 
treaty, the Danes retained quiet possession of more 
than a third of the kingdom : their territory compre- 
hending the whole country nonh of the Humber, and 
df the late kingdom of Mercia; together with Essex, as 
bounded on the south and west by the rivers' Thames 
and Lea. Renewing their hostilities with Alfred, h« 
deprived them of London, which he repaired and forti- 
fied ; and Godrun dying in 890, our eastern district also 
reverted, bominally, to the English king, who made 
Sertheolfits Earl. 
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On occasion of every future irruption during this reign 
from the country of these barbarians, the Danes pre- 
viously settled here constantly assisted them in distreu, 
or accoropaincd them in their predatory marches, from 
the mere love of plunder and enterprise; and thia, not- 
withUanding positive eogagements entered into witb 
Alfred to tfae contrary. Kent, Essex, Middlesex, and 
the midland counties, were the scenes of repeated 
conflicts with these treacherous and merciless invaders; 
which, together with a pestilence that occasioned maoj 
of them to retire into France, so thinned their numbers 
in this country, that their resident brethren thought it 
most advisable to make submissions to the English 
monarch, and acknowledge him as sovereign of the 
whole island. But his death, in 901, occasioned fresh 
troubles, which more particulaily affected this towii 
and the sunounding territory. 

His son Edward, surnamed the Elder, succeeded to 
the throne ; but ^thelwald, eldest son of Ethetbribt, 
Alfred's elder brother, resolved to dispute the crown 
with him; and for that purpose landed in Essex, 
with an army of Danes and Normani, who quickly 
made themselves masters of this part of the country. 
Essex, it appears, notwithstanding the re'establiahment 
of Alfred's titular authority over il in 890, had con- 
tinued to be possessed by a Danish population; and 
ibesc, it is very probable, agreeably to their custom, 
united with their invading brethren at this opportunity. 
But £tltelw«ld being slain, and the Normans returning 
home, King Edward not only compelled the Danes here 
settled to acknowledge his sovereignly, as they had 
done that of his lather, but re-possessed himself of the 
greater part of the county; although Colchester, by the 
assiblancc of its fortifications, was retained by them. It 
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nnuuoed in their handa unlil 9^1; when a large army 
of English, collected from this juid the neighbouriog 
counties, besieged and took it i putting to the sword all 
its inhabitants, with the exception of a few who escaped 
orer the walls; iq that Edward is thought to have 
ibund it necessary to re-people the town nitb a colony 
of West-Saxons. In revenge foe this success, the 
Danes of East Anglia, (Suffolk and Norfolk,) taking 
tome pirates to their aid, laid siege to Maeldune, 
(Maldon) which, together with Wjtham, Edward had 
r^uilt and fortified: but, multitudes coming to the 
relief of the place, they abandoned the attempt, and 
fled, suffering the loss uf many hundreds sUiti in their 
retreat. In November of the same year, Edward came 
to Colchester, and repaired the damage that had been 
■nttained by the walls in its recent capture by his sub- 
jects. At which time, he probably coaducied hither 
his West-Saxon colony; while many, who bad long been 
in the foreigners' power, both in the northern parts of 
Essex, and in East Anglia, together with the Danish 
armies in that province and at Cambridge, submitted to 
the &iglish king, and swore fealty to him. 

For seventy years following, the tranquillity of Eng- 
landremaineduadisturbed. Then.howevGr.theDanes, 
landing in Suffolk, plundered Gypcswic, (Ipswich;) the 
forces sent against them being unable to prevent their 
ravages. To relieve the country of their presence, Siric, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, projected the unwise expe- 
dient of a large pecuniary bribe, to be raised by a tax 
called Danegeld; which naturally operated as an in- 
ducement to future invasions. Only two years afier- 
irards, they again pillaged Gypeswic; and thence, 
passing by Colchester, which they prob^ly were not 
Itrong enough to attack, they advanced to Maeldune; 
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where, having overthrown Byrbtnoth, ealdorman to king 
^ihclrc^d, that inglorious monarch concluded a dis- 
honourable peace with them. Again, in the year follow- 
ing, afier a vain attempt upon London, they plundered 
the coasts of Essex, Kent, &.C: and wintered at South- 
ampton. During not less than twenty-four subsequent 
years, they repeated these ravages with fire and sword, 
ftnd committed the most horrible barbarities. 

At length, the resideiU Danes still continuing on alfc 
occasions to assist thck' countrymen, jEthclred, with a 
cruel and eventually useless policy, resolved upon theiE 
general massacre ; which was mercilessly executed on 
the I3th of November, 1002. Preparations for as sanr 
guinary a revenge were the natural consequence ; and 
in 1009, a large band of Danish adventurers anchored 
in the Thames ; where they passed the winter, deriving 
their subsistence from incursions upon this and the 
adjacent counties. By the end of the year 1011, they 
were become masters, not only of Essex, but of Middle- 
sex, East-Anglia, and twelve counties besides; and tlie 
decisive balile of Assandunc, or Ashdou, near Bartlow, 
in 1016, fixed the Danish dominion over England for 
the next half-century. During which period, nothing 
of importance is recorded relative to this town, or 
neighbourhood. 

The year IO66, was the era of the Norman Coh- 
QUEST. That extraordinary revolution undoubtedly 
made some alteration in the Saxon constitution vA 
laws; but not so great or general a change in them, M 
waa well observed by Morant, as Some have imagined: 
for " the Normans and Saxons were originally of the 
same stock, and therefore may be supposed to have 
agreed in the essentials of government and policy." 
We cannot, however, coincide in opinion with the same 
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historian, when he says, " the generality (of the 
Saxons) that would submit ttud be quiet, had nothing 
taken from them, and were far from being treat<.-d like 
tt conquered people." Mistakes, on both the«e heads, 
appear to have arisen from neglecting to separate the 
points of view, in which the Acquiatioa of William I. 
(as in many senses we object not to call it) was, and 
vita not, a Conquut. While history in general has been 
content to give it the latter appellation, various writers 
have C0Dten4ed for its total impropriety: but the truth 
appears to be, that the term is improper chietly in 
regard to the time of its application, and lo supposed 
changes in the forms of the government, which in reality 
it did not effect. 

The Conquest whieved by William, wa?, in the first 
instance, simply that over Harold and his Saxon army. 
He then mounted the throne by a species of convention, 
to which the chiefs of the people he came to govern 
were parties; aud he took the coronation-oatb that had 
been customary with the Saxon and Danish kings. 
And, had it been safe or politic in bim to, continue 
his reign in the spirit of moderation with which it 
was begun, the transference of the crown fn>ra the 
head of Harold to his own would have been the only 
essential change consequent upon his elevation. But 
the dislike of the English to a foreign king, and their 
various insurrectionary movements, together with the 
highly feudal partialities of those Norman followers 
in whom alone he could place confidence, concurred 
to render despotism William's only prudent resource. 
Therefore, to become despotic, he displaced his English 
(ubjects from all offices of trust and power, and confer- 
red those offices upon his own creatures : he constituted 
himself liege>lord ?f the entire English territory; and . 
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parcelled tt out to Korman baroDs, holding of the crown 
by that system of military tenures, whole strength, as an 
arm 6f feudal power, had been but imperfectly under- 
Itood in the Saxon timet: and, to complete the aacend- 
ancy of his sub-lordi over their several districts, he 
instructed them to nise furtreues for their domestie 
seats, with which in a short time the face of the country 
was covered. Thus, in the end, he effectuaUy cimqaerei 
the tamed and submissive people, if to have obtained 
the absolute disposal of their lives and properliet were 
a conquest. But, though he made some changes in the 
letter .of the SaxoD laws, and still more in their spirit, 
during his administration of them ; the legal institutions 
of the kingdom continued to be mainly Saxon, though 
committed to Norman superintendance, and perverted 
on all occasions to the purposes of Norman will. Muni- 
cipal institutions, universally, there is reason to believe, 
underwent the slightest alteration: to these, indeed, 
though unintentionally, was committed the renovation, 
in future times, of Saxon freedom : for, favoured by 
the liberties such institutions conferred, the inhabitants 
of the cities and boroughs continued in the practice of 
those commercial and trading punuits, from which 
wealth and increased population naturally resulted : and, 
from wealth and population, flowed that consequence in 
the state, which procured for citizens and burgesses, 
not less than the barons of Norman descent, a share, 
by representation, in the national government. 

Many of the towns and burghs, in the Saxon times, 
were demesnes of the king, or of some other territorial 
lord. The major part of Colchester was in ihe crown 
in the reign of Edward the Confessor, and consequently 
in that of William I.; under the latter monarch, it> 
civil government was still probably committed to a 
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Port-reeve, yiho, doubtless, was a Norman. Either by 
the tyranny of this officer and his dependants, or by the 
immediate acts of the king, numerous inhabitants of this 
burgh had their estates condemned, and their persons 
outlawed: notwithstanding which, and though the lands 
of these unfortunate victims lay waste, the taxes were as . 
rigorously exacted as when all was in its former state 
of cultivation and improvement. From which speci- 
mens of the blessings of Norman authority, it may be 
rationally inferred that the townsmen of Colchester, at 
least, considered themselves as " treated like a con- 
<|uered people." But the general state of the town in 
the time of the Conqueror, best appears from that 
venerable record called Domesday-book ; the substance 
of which, 80 far as relates to this place, is as follows: — 

The number of the King's Burgesses who paiti rent, 
(*' die same," says Morant, " k fee-farm* rents, which 
is the reason of the many fee-farms paid even now to 
the King's Receiver'^ was 276; who had 355 houses, 
and 1296 acres of land, besides 51 acres of meadow. 

The Bishop (i.e. of London) had in Colchester 14 
houses, and 4 acres, paying no rent but scot, unless to 
the Bishop. Hugh held of the Bishop, S hides, and an 
acre, for which he paid rent. There had been always 
(i. e. pertaining to the Bishop) 2 carucates in demesne, 
1 plough-land for the tenants, 2 villans, 1 1 bordars, 1 
servant, and 6 acres and a half of meadow : at the 
time of the Survey, I mill, formerly worth 40 shillings, 
but then 50. 

Hamo, Dapifer, or Steward of the King's Household, 
had 1 house, and a court, or hall; (from which it may 
be conjectured that to Aim the government of the town 
had been confided ;) 1 hide of land; and 15 burgesses; 
hoidea by his predecessor Thurbcm in King Edward's 
* J^(Tl>,iigaUed nit; uid/M, pctpetnitji or perpclBRl. 
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time; all which then paid rent, except the hall: the 
burgesses still paid so much per head; but nothing for 
their arable land, or the hide they held of Hamo:.in 
the hide there was 1 carucate, or plough-land, in K. 
Edward's time ; but, at the time of this Survey, none. 
Haroo also bad 6 acres of meadow. All which, in K. 
Edward's time, were worth *£. which was also paid 
afterwards: but, when the Survey was made, only 
40 shillings. 

Mansune, 2 houses and i acres. Goda, 1 house. 
Eudo, Dapifer, (for Normandy,) had 5 houses, and 40 
acres of land ; which the burgesses held in King Ed- 
ward's time,, and paid all the rent usually paid by bur- 
gesses, but, at the time of the Survey, they paid only 
by poll. All this, with the fourth part of St. Peter's 
church, (which belonged to Eudo) paid 30 shillings. 

Hugh de Montfort, 1 house, which his predecessor, 
Godric, held in King Edward's time, and which theo 
paid rent, but, at the time of the Survey, none. 

Roger Pictavlensis, 1 house, which bis f redecessor 
Alllet held in King Edward's time, and which then 
paid the King's rent, but, at the time of the Survey, did 
not, nor had done since Roger had possessed it. 

Earl Eustace, 12 houses, besides one which Engelric 
had seized. In King Edward's time they paid the King's 
rent, but, at the time of the Survey, did not, nor had 
done since Eustace bad enjoyed them. They were 
worth 12 shillings. 

William, the Bishop's nephew, 2 houses, which 
TuTchil held, and paid rent. 

Otto the Goldsmith, 3 houses, lying at Esceldeforde, 
which the Countess Alueva held, when they paid the 
King's rent, but, at the time of the Survey, did not. 
This was part of the Queen's land. 

The Abbot of Westminster, 4 houses, which Earl 
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Haruld lield &t Ferigens, when they paid rent, but, at 
time of the Survey, did not. 

Goisfrid de Magnaville, 2 houses, which Geny Eit 
Eriige held in Kiug Edward's time, when they pud 
lent, but, at time of the Survey, did not. 

Sueno, 1 house, which Coda held at Elmeetade in 
Kiog Edward's time: it then paid the King's rent, but, 
at time of the Survey, only head-money. 

William de Waleville 1 house of his own name, 
wbicbRobertWimarcheldinKingBdward's time, when 
it paid rent, but, at time of the Survey, did not. 

Turstin Wiscard, 3 houses of Jolin Fitz-Waleram, and 
h&lf a bide of land, which two bui^esses held in King 
Edward's time, when they paid the King's rent, but, at 
time of the Survey, none. The half-hide, in K.Edward's 
time was woith 10 shillings, but then only 5. 

Ranulf Piperell, 5 houses, which Ailmar at Terlinge 
keld in the time of King Edward, when they paid reut, 
but, at time of the Survey, did not: one of them was 
without the Walls. 

Radulf Baignarl, 1 house, which Ailmar Melc at 
Tollcnsum, held in Kin| Edward's time, when it paid 
rent, but, at time of the Survey, iljd not. 

The Abbess of Uerchingis, 3 houses: they paid rent 
in King Edward's time, but, in that of the Survey, 
did not. 

Alberic de Ver, 2 houses, and 3 acres of land, which 
Ulwtne his predecessor, held in King Edward's time, 
when they paid rent. 

The Kipg'i demesnes in Colchester: 102 acre* of 
land, of which 10 were meadow, and wherein were 10 
bordars; besides 210 acres between pasture and heath. 
All tbb was let to ferm by the King. 

In common among the burgesses: 80 acres.of land, 
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ud 8 perches round the Wftll; ot all which the hw 
geises had 60 shillingt a year, for ike Kin^i aecvice, if 
seed were, if not, to be divided ia commoD. 

And the ciutom was, for the King's burgetsei to pay 
yearly, fifteen dayi after Easter, Z marks of silver, which 
belonged to the King's ferra. Likewise 6d. & year out of 
each house; which might be employed either for the 
maintenance of the King's soldiers, or for an expedition 
by lea or land ; and it was to be paid whether the King 
had soldiers, or undertook an expedition. For which 
uxpences, the whole city paid, in King Edward's time* 
in lieu of all debts, i5£. 5a. 3d. a year. Of which, 
the Moneyen (or Coinen) paid, in the time of King 
Edward, A£.; but, in that of the Survey, fourscore 
pounds, and 4 quarts of honey, or 40 shillings and 4d. t 
besides 100 shillings fine to the Sheriff; and 10s. 6d. 
for the maintenance of Prebendaries. 

Moreover, the burgesses of Colchester, and of Mel- 
dune, paid SOj£. for the prvnlege of atmiig mongr, 
which was settled by Walcram. And they appealed to 
the King, that he had remitted them 10^. And Wal- 
chclin, the Bishop's tenant, demanded of them 4iO£. 

The Church of St. Peter was held, in the time of 
King Edward, by two priests, for a small qnit^^nL* 
Belonging to it were 2 bides of land, in which were 
S plough lands; 4 bordara; 2 servants; 12 acres of 
meadow; 1 mill: ai^d 3 houses: the whole valued, in 
King Edward's time, at 30 shillings; in that of the 
Survey, at 48 shillings. Of the quit-rent, Robert Fiti- 
ralpb, of Uatinges, claimed three parts, and £udo 
Dapifer the fourth, 

* ElemMtmi RigtMi it ii iiid to bava b«ei > Pmrnj, whiob Eiig 
Xthalnd fint ordtrad to bo pud for evtij plongh in Eigliad, 
towudi ths rapport of tbe poor. 
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Any apology for the length of thii extract from hi 
cuiiotu a. picture of the period to which it relates, will 
scarcely be thought Decenary. What chiefly deseiTes 
remark, in reference to our subject, is the amount of the 
exactions imposed upon the town by the Coaqueror, in 
comparison with what is stated to have been paid in 
the reign of his predecessor Edward. The univenal 
change of property, since the time of the Confessor, in 
the houses not included in the list of those occupied by 
burgesses paying the crown's quit-rent — and the Norman 
names of the great men who enjoyed them, under 
William, with an exemption from that rent — are circmn- 
dances equally eloquent as to the oppressions that had 
been practised upon the one class of subjects, and the 
partialities which were shown the other. It may be 
left to the candid reader to say, whether or not all this, 
together with the many minor abuses practised upon the 
inhabitants by the great men themselves, amounted to 
the tyranny and insolrace of a Conquest, 
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BISTOHT OT COLCBEBTEB. FROK THE ACCBSSIOV 
OF WILLIAM RDFDB, TO THE COHMENCEHEllT 
OF THE SIEGE IM THE KBIOK OF CHAKLEB I. 



The history of Colchester, from the period to whick 
ve are now arrived, merges into that of the kingdoin ia 
general: many previous national events, besides beings 
less minutely known to most readers, had a particular 
Inference to this ancient borough ; but, hence forwaj^], 
the tntroduciion of such would be impcrHnenl. The 
historical particulars to which, therefore, we shall for 
the future solicit attention, will relate to the town 
exclusively. 

The reign of William Rufus presents us with nothing 
remarkable concerning it, except that it was by him 
committed to the government of Eudo, Da^er, or 
Steward, (for Normandy, at Hama was for England) of 
whom some account is given under the head of St. 
John's Abbey, which he founded. Having possessions 
in the town, which he derived from the Conqueror, aa 
enumerated in our extract from Domesday-Book, as well 
«s numerous lordships in the county, he was previously 
known to the inhabitunls; and, from the estimation in 
which he was held by ihem, his appointment to their 
F 3 
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government was at tbeir onn especial request. Shielded 
by bis autbority, tbey hoped no longer to be subjected 
to the vexatious tyrannies experienced during the late 
teign; and it is only justice to his memory to say, that 
tbeir expectations were not disappointed. 

Placed under immediate Norman government, we 
bare reaion to believe that Colchester very speedily 
and conspicuously improved in point of architectural 
decoration. The Cattle, the original foundations ctf 
most of the existing Chiircktt, and frequent and costly 
reparations of the WalU, are all with justice ascribed to 
Norman ascendancy. Under the same auspice* arose 
a princely Abbatial ComaU, a Priory, and various less 
considerable monastic houses. Some public edifices, 
and mansions for the wealthy, were also reared, in a 
■fyle previously unbeheld, and probably unconceived 
of, by the more simple Saxon inhabitants. The gradual 
prevalence of the pointed order, and its adoption not 
only in conventual and church building, but in that of 
the principal private houses, gave an aspect at once 
of dignity and religious gloom to the town in general. 
But, with regard to the domestic architecture of all but 
the highest ranks, its slow progress in this and every 
town in the kingdom, the metropolis not excepted, may 
be a reasonable source of surprise. The Britons intro- 
duced timber dwellings, thatched with straw, or reeds; 
and the bouses of the major part of the population of 
England, in the reign of Edward I., continued to be of 
the same materials. Nay, similar was the coniitniction 
of very numerous habitations even until the era of the 
Fire of London; and, in every other part of the kingdom, 
timber-building, though under great improvement), was 
continued long afterwards. 

Henry I. granted leUers-pateut to the tenants of Kir 
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nanOT of Colchester. These letters Are known to havft 
been preserved among the town-records until the reign 
of Elisabeth; but have been since lost: a loas to bo 
deeply regretted both by the hbtoriaa and antiquary. 

In the reign of Stephen, and in the earlier part of diat 
of Henry II., the town was let in ferm to the Sheriff of 
Essex and Hertfordshire : the custom of letting, at the 
king's pleasure, having prevailed generally with regard 
to the towns and burghs. But, before the close of the 
last-mentioneil reign, that of letting in fee, or, as it was 
usually called, in fee-ferm, to the men or burgesses of 
Ae respective towns, was introduced ; and, in process of 
lime, became prev^ent over all England. Colchester, 
in the 32nd and SSrd of Henry II., was thus let to the 
burgesses at a yearly fee^farm ot i/i£., which in thota 
diays was a very considerable sum. Out of this practice 
ai'ose the property of the burgesses in the Manor of tilt 
Corporation; a propeny, which Morant spoke of as in 
his time " almost unknown and lost," though he was per* 
■uaded that " there was such a thing. In reality, " tb« 
manor of this, as of most other great towns, "(as said the 
teamed Browne Willis, in speaking of Bedford) " is held 
from the crown by the corporation, by virtue of ancient 
grants:" that is to say, by grant of the crown, in con- 
sideration of the fee-farm rent, the burgesses became 
lords of the soil which was heretofore the royal manor, 
and could re-grapt any parcels of it (a right they ac- 
toally exefcised in numerous instances) to he held at 
Ae will' of the Bailiffii and Commonalty. In the 
be^nning of the reign of Heniy II., the bui^essei 
were also in possession of King's-wood Heath ; but, for 
reasons not particularly mentioned, that monarch after- 
wuds took it into his own hands again. 

By the first of Richard I. the manor had reverted 
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to the crown; or, possibly, was resumed by him pro 
Jbrrad in order to its restoration by charter, nt the same 
annual fee-farm, along wiih the grant of various libeities 
and immunities. For, this first charter of the tona was 
conferred in the same year; and laid the foundation of 
those distinguished privileges, which were confirmed, 
with many enlargements and additions, by succeeding 
kings.' 

The reign of John, and his obstinate contests with his 
barons, occasioned the temporary occupation of this 
town, in 1215, by a hostile force. Saber de Quincy, 
Earl of Winchester, having brought an army of foreigners 
intone kingdom, laid siege to Colchester Castle; but, 
hearing that the Barons at London were hastening to it* 
relief, he withdrew to St. Edround's-Bury. However, 
either his or some other armed party soon afterwards 
became possessed of the place, and plundered it, as 
they had done Ipswich, and other towns: but the king, 
ailer a few days' siege, retook it. In the following year, 
at the commencement of the reign of Henry 111., the 
banner of France floated from the Castle walls. Lewis, 
■on of Philip II., having entered Englanit at the barons' 
inritation, made himself master, not only of Colchester, 
but of all the eastern parts of the kingdom: but his 
ambitious projects were defeated by the course of events, 
and the country saved from becoming a province df 
France, not less than which it Is supposed he meditated. 

The era of Edward I. is chiefly remarkable, as re- 
gards Colchester, for the large sums that- mooarch 
obtained from the town, in common with the nation in 
general, to meet the expences of his warlike goYem- 
ment. The records, preserving the particulars of these 
various assessments, arc yet extant ; and from them it 

■ Sm Plrt II, ch>p. t. 
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appears, tliiit fifteenths were levied upon the town and. 
liberties in the 1st., 8th., and 39th., a tallage, to which 
Colchester contributed 6i£. 18s. lOd., in the lib., and 
■ Mventh in the 24th, years of this reign. The roll 
paiticularisiDg the aisesstoent of the fifteenth in the 
S9tb. Edw. I., is the most minute and curious: a spe- 
cimen from it may interest the reader. 

" Roger the Dyer had, on Michaelmas day last, in 
bis treasury, or cupboard, 1 silver buckle, price 18d. — 
I cup of mazer, (maple) pr. I8d. In his chamber, 3 
gowns, pr. 30s. — S beds,* pr. half a mark— -I napkin 
and 1 towel, pr. Ss. In bis house, 1 ewer with a bason, 
pr. 14d. — I andiron, pr. 8d. In his kitchen, 1 bras». . 
pot, pr. 20d.— I brass skillet, pr. 6d.— 1 brass pipkin, 
8d.— i triret, pr. 4d. In his brew-house, I quarter of 
oats, pr. 3s. — woad-ashes, pr. half a mark — 1 great vat 
ioT dying, pr. 3s. fid. Item, 1 cow, pr. 5s. — 1 calf, pr. , 
2s. — 2 pigs, price 2s.: each 12d. — 1 sow, pr. ISd.— 
billet-wood, and faggots, for firing, pr. 1 mark. 
Sum, 71s. 5d.: fit^enth of which, 4s. 9d. qa. 

" William the Miller had, the day aforesaid, in ready 
money, 1 mark of silver. In bis cup-board, a silver 
buckle, pr. gi. — 1 ring, pr. 12d. In his granary, 1 
quarter of wheat, pr. 4s. — 1 quarter of barley, pr. 
3s> — 2 quarters of oats malted, pr. 4s.: each quarter 
Ss. — 3 hogs, pr, 10s.: each 5s. — 2 pigs, pr. 3s.: each 
J8d. — 1 pound of wool, pr. 3s. &c. Sec. 

(Sum reckoned at the conclusion, and Jifteeath 
taken, as before:) 

« The Abbot of St. John's, Colchester, had, the day 
aforesaid, at Greenated, 8 quarters of rye, pr. 24s.: at . 
3s. a quarter. Item, 4 stallions, pr. 34s.: each 6s. — 4 

" Belli wdeuuTomlj Of drMVu Ihiirripi, not cxccptugtboM 
MPl^icd b^ rojatt; iUtlt. 
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oxen, pr. 40s.: eack 10*. — 24 sheep, S4i.: each 
t2d., &c. 

(Sum reckoned, &c. as before) 

" Robert Lord Fits-waiter had, the day aforeiaid, in 

bis manor of Lexden, 10 quarters of rye, pr. 30s.: each 

quarter 3s.-~20 quarten of small oats, pr. S3s. 4d. at 

20d. each quaitei^— 6 heifers, pr. ISs. at 3s. each, &c.." 

(Sum reckoned, &c. as before.) 

And that no degree of poverty exempted the subject 

from his share in this usessment, is evident from the 

following, among many other such instances : 

" John Fiti-elias, weaTcr, had, the day aforesaid, 1 
old coa^ pr. 3s.— 1 lamb, pr. 6d. 

Sum, 3s. 6d.: fifteenth of which, Sd." 
The whole number of persons assessed in die town 
and liberties, was 390; and the whole sum collected, 
amounted to i*£. 12s. 7d. The assessment was a grant 
from Pariiament of a fifteenth of all the moveables in 
&igland, including those of the inhabitants of the cities 
and burghs; and was raised, within the precinct and 
liberty ofColchester, on oath of twelve of the burgesses. 
In the 6th of Edward II., a tallage was assessed upon 
every master of a family in this town and liberties, 
according to the value of his chattels or rents. The 
number of persons thus taxed, was 518: and the value 
of the chattels of each person was estimated, not in ttte 
minute manner of the subsidy-assessments, but by a gross 
sum. A twelfth was also levied upon the town in the 
13lh of this reign. 

When Edward III. blockaded the port of Calais with 
a numerous fleet in 1347, Colchester furnished 5 ships, 
and 170 manners, as its quota toward the armament. 
And after that monarch had gained the famous victory of 
Cressy, he committed the core of some of his prisoners 
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to the biiliffB of this town, u appears by his letter, in 
NonnBD'French, amcHig the towa-records.* In the 
yew following, a violeot plague was very prevaleat 
here; one of whoae most stiiking effects was, that wills, 
to the unusual number of one hunilred and eleven, 
were enrolled at Colchester, which at that time bad the 
privilege of their prottate and enrolment. A second 
plague ravaged the place and its vicinity, in 1360. 
And in the same reign occurred an outrageous attempt, 
made by Lionel de Brandenbam, lord of the neighbour- 
ing manor of Lagonboo, which strongly marked the 
licentious spirit, and propensity to provincial tyranny, 
too common with the nobles of the period. Incensed 
at the defeat of all hii efforts tu infringe upon the ex- 
clusive privilege of the town to the fishery of the Colne 
Water, Brandenbam actually besieged Colchester for 
three successive months, during which the inhabitant* 
were in perpetual alarm from his endeavours to burn 
it. However, the law, and the authority of (he king, 
eventually found means to subdue the pride and ambi- 
tion of this turbulent feudal baron.t 

The insurrection of Wat Tyler, which took place ia 
the succeeding reign, was abetted by some inhabitants 
of this town; among whom was the noted John B^, 

• " Bdnrd p Is (r'oa de dim Ro; Dmglalw'e & da Fn'oe k 
fci gui SiriiDde, A nm BiiUifi lie nra TiUe de Ccdoeilrt uIbx. 
Foroe q* Johu Vu^onlef Didgmlrei nn boiutige pnr !■ oilee de 
Blof B en Chsapvfiw leu til dcpettii teat ipiitM de 10a hiMuti|*, 
ben de Ere nnelDe de tm ooBgie pmj ift Bauwe da dnra amts 
■■Ml lei qielu il booi id piiea' li toIobi q'Toai lole* qail*i Jt 
Auokuga* de U girda dndit Johaa & eat dcMmpeMihez ea lempi 
■Tcair. Doa' uoi me priTa H*l ■ Westm' la u. joar d oelobra ita 
de nra ra|Be Dea^at'te quaiaale quit. & de F'sec.'' — (Bj Writ ot 
PAlj-Stal.) 

t See Put II. ehap. f i. 
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who styled himself " 3t. Mary print of York, and 
now of Colchester." Upon the death of Wat, and th« 
otber ringleaders, numbers, who refused to submit to 
the king's terms, come hither, and eodeavoHred to incite 
the townsmen to new rebellious attempts; but none 
were found willing to incur the perils of a. farther 
treasonable movement. In the lOtb of the same mo~ 
naxch, apprehensions being formed of an invasion by 
France, a commission of array was dispatched to the 
town, requiring its inhabitants, and those of the adjacent 
country, to put themselves in a posture of defence. 

During the long contentions between the houses of 
Yoi^ and Lancaster, Colchester appears to have em- 
braced the quarrel of the former: for though we have 
not poutive information to that effect, it is natural to 
infer so much from the infringement of the privileges of 
the borough by k prince of the one house, wad the very 
ample and valuable charter granted it by a monarch of 
the other. Henry VI., who visited th« town August 5, 
1445, for some cause not mentioued ia the record 
which preserves the memory of the fact, made a grant 
in the following year of its most important right, that of 
the faiay, to his favourite John de Vere, Earl of 
Oxford ;* while Edward IV., on the other hand, waa the 
munificent donor of the charter above mentioned. 
The attachment of the burgesses to this latter monarch, 
was evinced by their custom of not permitting any per- 
Bon to remain in Colchester forty days without swearing 
fealty to bira; and the roll 13. Eklw. IV. rot. 19- gives 
aa instance of the presentment of some individuals to 
the law-hundred court for non-observance of this regu- 
lation. It would farther appear, that pardoiu, under the 
great seal, to the cities and burghs which had taken any 
■ See Put U. duf , t(. 
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part in this civil contest, were things of course from the. 
SDTereigns of both houses ; such having been granted to 
Colchester both by the fortunate Edward, and by his 
predecessore, the Henries IV. V. and VI. 

Nothing of importance relating to the history of this 
town, occurs between the reigns of Edward IV. and 
Henry VIII. In the l5th of the latter king, recourse 
to a loan from the subject became necessary to sup- 
port the expences of the government, notwithstanding 
the parsimonious Seventh Henry had left the then 
enormous sum of ^£1,800,000 in the royal coffers for 
die use of his successor, to which the parliament had 
added by very considerable grants. On this occasion, 
the inhabitants of the borough did " lovingly avaunce 
to him a-sum by weye of Lone, for the maintenaunce of 
his Grace and Warys ageynst Fraunce and Scottlond," 
as says the original schedule amongst the town-records ; 
and Henry promised, nnder his privy seal, " truly to 
content and repay to all and singuler suche personnea 
of th'e Borough of Colchestrc — all and singular suche 
particuler summes of money as have been by theym 
and every of theym lovingly advanced — amounting in 
the hole to the summe of One hundred one puundes 
and-fonre shilling sL" 

In 15l6, on the d*y before the least of Corpus- 
Chritti, Queen Catherine of Arragon came to this 
town, with a grand retinue, on her way to Walsingham, 
whither she wu going in pilgrimage to the famous 
■mage of-the Virgin. The Bailiffs, Aldermen, and a 
large body of the burgesses, met her at Lexden; 
and thence conducted her In state to St. John's Abbey, 
at which she staid the night of ber arrival, and follow- 
itig day. A purse of ,£40, at that time considered an 
offering worthy the acceptance of a sovereign, was pre- 
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Moted to hei; to which i^e made a luitable retnn. 
At her departure, the B^Uffi, Aldermeo, &c. kOeniled 
her, in the same state u before, to the £uther booodi 
of the parish of Mile-End. 

The year 1544 was distinguished by the firilowing 
letter, under the royal ugnet, to the Bailie. 

« BY THE KING. 



" Trustie and welbeloved, we greate you well: And 
wheras betweene us and Themperor, upon provocation 
of manyfolde Injuries committed by the Frenche King 
unto us both particulerlie: And for his confederation 
with the Turice againsi thole common^wealth of Christ' 
endom. It is agreed, that eche of us apaite in persono 
with his puissaunt Armey in leverall parties this soom- 
mer shal invade the Realme of Fraunce; And being 
not yet fumyihed of such ample noomber of men as 
■hall Buflice for that purpose; For the good opinion w« 
' have in you to see us fumyshed as to our honour apper- 
teyneth. We have appointed you to tend us die nombie 
of XT hable fotemen, well fumyshed for the warres n 
apperteyneth, wherof three to be Archers, everye oouo 
fom^hed with a good bowe in a cace, with xxiJi good 
arrowes in a cace, a good sworde and a dagger ; and th« 
rest to be tnll men, having hesids tfaeyre bills a good 
(worde and a dagger: To be levied of your own servant) 
and tenants. And that you put the sude nomhre Jo 
such a redynes, fumyshed with coles and hosen of such 
colours as is appointed for the Battell of our Anney, 
As they faile not within oone howres wamyng to marche 
fbrwarde to suche place as thai be appointed accordinglie. 
Yevenundre our signet at our Palace ofWctCm' the vlh 
daie of June the xxxvith yere of our Reignc." 
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Toi*Krcls the close of this reign, the dusolution of all 
the monastic establithments in Colchestet occasioned a 
cooiiderable loss to the poor of the tonn; and, besides 
defuiving the place of its greatest architectural onia> 
meats, was otherwise productive of much present, 
mischief-^e harbinger, notwithstanding, of eveiUual 
good. Morant, speaking of the destruction at thi« 
period of the " stately Church and Abbey of St John's, 
the Priory of St Botolph's, the Church and Hospital 
of the Crouched Friers, &c.," observes ; " the revenues, 
undoubtedly, came into more useful huids. But, how- 
ever, pity it is, that some of them were not applied to 
the public benefit of the kingdom ; or reserved to make 
provision for the poor, either by founding a good Hos- 
pital in this large town, or by establishing a fund in 
every parish for their better maintenance. But there 
were growing families, that wanted to raise large estates 
at once. — Whatever cause it was owing lo, I have not 
been able truly to discover : but certain it is, that the 
town went then much to decay; so that twenty-five 
houses, or tenements, were taken down in Head-ward 
only, and others were grown very ruinous, for which 
the owners of them were presented and prosecuted; a 
thing very uncommon and extraordinary, unless those 
had been town-houses, which doth not appear." 

The Reformation brought with it a nearly universal 
unsettling of the minds of men, with ^gard to religious 
matters; for, the bases c^ the ancient doctrine being 
destroyed, almost every one considered himself at 
liberty to frame opinions, and a form of worship, con- 
formable to the dictates of hb conscience, or, as fre- 
quently perhaps, of his imagination. The floodgates of 
enlhuuasm, and polemical contention, were thus set . 
open ; and particularly in the reign of the ^ious Edward 



V Google 



80 BISTORT OP 

VI., the construction <if a general church lituigy under 
whoie authority had not much immediate effect in 
checking these absurdities. Colchester, among other 
towns, was eminent for its " schismaticall spirites," as a 
coDtemporuy author termed them, who " sought to be 
teachers of that whereof they had no understandyng, 
and thereby turned the knowledge of God's testimo- 
nies to vayne and contentious janglying." A certun 
Senry Harte here flourished aa a particularly gealous 
apostle of novel doctrines; and in 1555 (reign of 
Mary) Chrittopker VUeli, a disciple of Henry N^ 
chols, the founder of the " Family of Love," coming 
from Delft, brought over and spread the knowledge in 
this town and neighbourhood of his master's, and his 
own, " straunge opinions." Vitels was a joiner by 
trade; but " being, as it seemed, weary of his occupa' 
lion, he left his craft of joignyng, and took unto him a 
new trade of lyfe: so that of a simple Scholer, he 
became a gre^ and learned SchoLe-maister of that 
doctrine."* 

In the short contest for the sovereignty between the 
Princess Mary and the estimable Lady Jane Grey, 
Colchester warmly espoused the cause of the former. 
Messengers, with assurances of loyalty, and a quantity 
of provisions, were dispatched by the corporation to 
the Princess at Framlingham; and the town was put in 
a posture of defence against her opposers. In approba- 
tion of the magistrates' zeal, Mary paid a visit to the 
ancient borough, July 26, 1553. On which occasion, 
she was very liberally entertained; and 20£. in gold, 
with a silver cup and cover, partly gilt, were presented 

mllj of LoTe, bj W. WilluDKn, 4*. 
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to her* March 7cli foUowiDg, came aii Order of 
Council in her Majesty's name, to put in readiness 18 
armed men, of whom 10 shoiild be archers and 8 bill- 
men, welt hamessed and weaponed, to be ready at-one 
horn's warning to embark at Brightlingsey, for the 
service of ber Majesty beyond the seas, at Calais or 
elsewhere, as should be appointed. 

Bnt not all the instances the town bad given of 
devotion to this queen, could preserve its inhabitants, 
more than others, from the flames wljicb her moat de* 
testable bigotry kindled for the martyrs to ProtCEtantism. 
Throughout the horrible season of ber persecutions for 
religion's sake " the auncient and fatuous towne of 
, Colchester," to use the quaint language of an author 
lately quoted, " was a sweete and comfortable mother 
of the bodyes, and a tender nourse of the soules, ol 
God's children : which towne was rather at that tyme 
frequented, because it afforded many godly and zealous 
martyrs, whiche continually with their bloud watered 
those seedes, which by the preachyng of the worde had 
been sowne most plentifully in the haites of Christtant 
in the dayes of good Kyng Edward. This towne, for 
the earnest profession of the Gespell, became like unto 
a citie upon &n hilt ; and, as a candle upon a candle- 
sticke, gave great light to all those, who for the comfort 
of their conscience came to conferre there from divers 
places of the Realme, and repairying to common Innes, 
had by night their Christian exercises, whiche in other 

' AnoBg other ittmi of tfa< eipauei iamurad dvoagh thii viiit, 
u TMO>d«d in the Chuiberiaui'i uoout* for Ihg jor, v« the tel- 
InrJng : U dm. at braid, t9i. SB gilloni at olarct-wiai, 48*. 1 
quittr eS bscf, weigkinf 6 ncm sod 10 poiiiidi, 9i, 3d. A lida at 
bwF, irsigbiag J mora and B pooodi, lib. Id. A t«(1, 4m, Udf m 
vul, 3i. 4d. Two BoUoH, Ol. 4d., iu. 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



82 HtSTOSV OP 

places couU not be gotten. For proofe whereof, 1 
refeire the reader unto that which it trueiy reported by 
M. Foxe in hii booke of Actes and Monamentei : that 
at the Kynge»4iead in Cotchester, and at other Inaes in 
the sayd Towne, the afflicted Christians had set places 
appointed for themselves to meete at"* 

Had Colchester been the only theatre of the martyr- 
doms dictated by the relentless zeal of Mary, dieir 
number would have sufficed to procure for her the 
execrations of all posterity. The foUowing detail will 
give ample evidence of the truth of this assertion.— Suf- 
fered death by burning in this towa, in the year 1555: 
March 39th, John Lawrence; Jane 14th, Nicolas 
Chamberlayne. 1556: April 38th, John Mace, apo- 
thecary; John Spence, weaver; Simon Joyne, sawyer; 
Richard Nichols, weaver; and John Hammond, tanner: 
and in June of the same year, £lisabeth, the wife of 
Thomas Pepper, and Edmund Hurst, both of St. James's, 
Colchester, were borut at Stratford- bow. 1557: Wil- 
liam Bongeor, of St. Nicholas, glaiier; William Puicai, 
of Booking; Thomas Benold, tallow-chandler; Agnea 
Silverside, alias Smith; Helen Ewring; and Eliuheth 
Folks; were bnmt without the towa-wall, on the morn- 
ing of August Snd : as were in the Castl»-yaid, in the - 
afternoon of the same day, William Munt, Alice Uuol^ 
John Johnson, and Rote Allin. In the same year died 
within the Castle, John Thurston, a prisoner on account 
of his religion. About the same time, fourteen men, 
and eight women, were here apprehended, and, being 
fastened together in a string, driven, like a flock of 
sheep, to London; but they were shortly aAerwards 
released " upon their own easy submission.'' 1558 : 

* A briaf Dawription of tiia fint apriBgiDg np of Ih Hciwb 
leiBtd Th« Fimilia of Lore, &o. b; W. WilkisuD. 
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Williani Hturis, Richaid Day, and ChrUtiuia George, 
were burnt at Colchester, May 26th : being the last 
dreadful spectacle of this kiad that took place in the 
town. Eight others, who were prisoners in the Castle 
for their religious profession, were released the foltow- 
iug year, on the accession of Elisabeth. 

The arrival of the persecuted Dutch and Flemings, 
in 157I1 and their establishment here of the Bag and 
Sof Trade,* are the first remarkable incidents bearing 
reference to Colchester, in Uie reign of this sagacious 
and potent queen. The next occurrence worthy notice, 
is the visitation of a Plague, which commenced its 
ravagn in the town and neighbourhood in December, 
1^78; and continued with the unfortunate inhabitants 
until the ensuing August, notwithitanding every effort 
to prevent its spreading. 

Elizabeth took one of her celebrated progresses, 
through part of this connty and that of Suffolk, in 
1579i A"d ^" "i Colchester on the 1st and 2nd of 
September in that year. The record gives the. following 
orders, as made for her reception. " That the Baylifii 
and Aldermen, in the receipt of her Majestie, shall 
ride upon ccunely geldings, with foot-clothes, in damask 
or s^n cassocks or coats, or else jackets of the same, 
with sattin sleeves in their scarlet gowns, with caps and 
black velvet tippets. The Councell to attend upon the 
BayliEb and Aldermen at the same time, upon comely 
geldings, with foot-clothes, in grogram or silk cassock 
coat» or jackets, with silk doublets, orsleevesatthe least, 
in the livery morray-gowns, with caps: &c. — That her 
Majesty shall be gratified from the Town with a Cup of 
silver, double-gilt, of the value of 20 marks, or £10 at 
the least, with 40 angels in the same, and the Officers 
■ 8m Put n. chip. tL 
G Z 
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of h«r M^esty to be grati6ed as afore they ha>« been! 
The Recorder for the time being, to make the Oration 
to her Majesty.* 

For defcQce againtt the eaetnin of her kingdom, 
Elisabeth, like her predecesiors on the throne, placed 
her chief reliance on the national milida, whom ihe was 
careful to have frequently mustered and exercised. For 
which purpose]!, her special commissions, with regard 
to this town, were generally directed to the two Baili&, 
and a few of the neighbouring gentlemen, who took their 
musters within the preciucli of the borough-liberties> 
Troops destined- to be sent to a ibinga country, were 
always an extraordinary force, especially provided for 
the purpose; and such were raised for the assi&tance of 
the Protestant Provinces in the Low-Countries through- 
out the kingdom, in 1585. The quota of Essex was 150 
soldiers, towards which number Colchester furnished 
eight.* The General of this force, Robert, Earl of 
Leicester, arrived at our town on the 6th of December, 
ou hb way to the Netherlands: he was received with 

* Tbe eqaipmeiiU of Ibeia sight man, ud tha BiptoM M whioh 
lt«7 vera fn^ihcd bf the town, tlTonl > pietara of the tiau tiut 
Biaj b* dM«ed oBMU. or A* aiiht, lis wan Shott, ud two 
Pikfwm. Itoj aboU wu proTidod with " ■ qulivw ot Ika 
niilul bore, Bonid ud worn br tba pieea, Boriu, luk wllb lix 
ehirjas, luk-leathar, tonfih-box, porta forpalleti; all whioh for- 
■Ituni roi auh ooM lei. Bd. 1 for tha wbols tii, £S, And ds 
■wordi, daggara, aad giidlat tm then, o«mo to St*'' Euh or tha 
two PikfrBBB wu trsod with ■ EiMlat tad barpnet. whioh ooit 
Ma. M. : their two plkai oaae ta 0*. Bd. -. *Jad their two iworda 
■nd dm^cn, with the boff (irdiea, to IBs.— Beiidai which, thara 
waa deliiarcd to the Captaia for oaadBot-uoaej, for ererj oftb* 
eight loldien, 6a. &d,: ia the whole, SSa, 4d. : i&d to aTer; oaa 
of tha Mldteri themaalTei (beddaa li. 4d.} 96a. Bd. Itan, dia 
*ariaiofthtiiai^tbluoo*li,orMa>dilioBi, £0 ei.Sd. Total, 
£11 IBs-Sd." 
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every mark of honour by the magistrates, and splendidly 
entertained by Sir Thomas Lucas, whoEO family seat here 
occapied the site, and was erected from the remains, of 
th« dissolved Abbey of St. John's. 

At the very critical period of the expected grand 
Spanish invasion in 1588, Colchester furnished two 
ships, and a pinnace, for the queen's service. The 
lai^est of these vessels, named the " Foresight of Lon- 
don," was fitted out M the cost, including tno months 
provisions, ammunition, mariners' pay, tec'., of i96£. 
14s.; the expence of the smallest ship, which was of 
eighty tons burden, and the pinnace, of efghteea, pr<^ 
portionate. To defray these extraordinary charges, a 
tax was imposed on all the inhabitants of the borough 
and liiierty, of 2s. in the pound upon goods, and 3s. 
upon land. When Elizabeth afterwards gave commis- 
sions to various officers to retaliate upon the Spaniards, 
it fellto this borough, by allotment, to find, and furnish 
with all necessary arms, &c., thirteen common soldiers, 
and four pioneers ; and on the levying of an army to assist 
Henry IV. in Bretagne, eight able men were ruaed from 
each word, (or thirty-two in all) " from such as might 
beet be spared, and were newly come into the town." 
Again, in March, 1591-2, fourteen soldiers were equip- 
ped for the same service; and several similar instances 
occurred afterwards. In 1595, Colchester, with the 
other ports in Essex, was ordered to furnish three 
ships, for her Majesty's use, at Cadia: on which occa-, 
sion the borough paid j£300 to the Vice-Admiral of 
Essex, towards the furnishing of one ship. 

For every warlike service to the state, the town had 

thus cheerfully complied with the queen's demands; 

with the exception only of a plea of inability which '» 

made in 1591, when, a new order to the ports forad- 

o 3 
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ditioDS to the navy being anticipated, the corpwation 
prudently remembered tbe great espencn to lately 
incurred on tb« same score, and for whicb it was yet 
" indebted aome hundred and fyftye pounds," and 
" constrayned to pay use Tor the tame." It must be 
confessed that Elizabeth made very free and frequent 
UM of the purses of her loving subjects, and even occa- 
sionally required what they felt themselves Justified in 
refusing. This was the case with regard to Colchester in 
1593; when this ancient borough was for the first time 
charged with purveyance, or composition-service, for 
tiie. royal household; which, though it amounted to 
hut £6 annually for the town and liberties, the corpo- 
ntion, considering it a demand inconsistent with their 
chartered privileges, for some time resisted the payment 
of. However, towards the end of the year 1595, they 
were compelled to submit; and for the future assess- 
ment of this impost, an account was taken of the lands 
in the several parishes, which was renewed in 1599. 

The only remaining particular of importance, that 
comes within our notice of this reign, is, that Colchester 
had the honour of possessing for its Recorder that emi- 
nent counsellor to Elisabeth, Sir Francis Walsiiigharo; 
for whom it ever testified a due regard, and through 
whose means, douhtless, it was both protected and 
favoured ■• 

* OnuT«riliMcuioDi,lIi>BuIiiridiipil<ibed preinnti of Oyifcrs, 
(lanenlija bone-load ■!■ time) to Wsliioghtn, ud to EIbiImI^'s 
bTOorila Laiuiter. Tfatii litter, setilj ia Ibe ume wordi, la both 
tint parioDtggi, ■ooonpujiog Mch pritalt, in IGTQ, it iitKUt ; 
together Willi Ibo uiven Atj receiTBd IroD then. Tbe vsgU- 
tntrt' epiitle ii munlj oconpied bj ipologiei for Knue liti '' diri- 
^Ds ud ooBlroTenje*" in tbs borongb, with ta unnaee tbM tbe; 
•ere tben ooDipoMd; ud s leqiut that tfaeaulre) tai the towa- 
oluii, night be joined in uj falore oonwiHioD iuaisf lh>a th« 
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The inactive sovereignty of James I. affordB few 
materials to the historian of this town. The Plague, 
which raged at his' accession in the city of London, 
eventually spread itself hither, and swept off numbers: 
it alio appeared here in l6si, and again in l665 and 

o«ut for " lAjm within Ikaii Towaa.'' Tla n^iM wan *a 
follow. 

FKOV »■ FRAlfCIl WAUIMOBAM,' 

" After nj hntia Mmandkliofw. I bave rcotarsd jow lellar 
•f A* faaitiM of Ail p'at, aad am rcna glad tbaAj to nsdenland 
ikal all jo^ onotn*''*!'' 1" ■» *all appaaocd and tliat job ba 
|n)i«B to *o good u BuLia laonga jmr isirai ; th* MBtiBawuea 
wkerof 1 (taallj wjilic, u the ml; Ihisga tbat alwll Dike joor 
toitde to proipeT, and to baa well thoagbl oF of all am. Towabing 
Java libertiei, for that in otber luoorpontioDi I baTa bean iobm* 
tjvai (0 muiba atandjiog appoa Chartnc and PnTiledgaa, tint Ur 
Ma}ailiai acoaaaam aarrio* hallu tberbj boaa bindrad, I woald sot 
ttiihe JOB exeapl it b« in ansa graat pojut tbat na; lowebe javt 
towsa daaplj to ituid B|^a them ; notwithatanding 1 will bo earo- 
fall for tbe pralenatiDD oftba laou h fure foitb m oaoTauantl; I 
Biija in the diraolion of Coniicioai ud all k jnd of Hrriiio from 
Diii pinoo. So with* nif bartta tbaooke* for jonr praaent of ojalon 
I bjd jm* fuiwalL Fxoia tie Conit at Oraanwioh tbe fjfta of 
SepUBbar UT9. 

Yonr Tcrie loring frond, 

FHA, WALSYNeHAM." 

FROM TBI EARL OF LBICKITEB. 

■■ After ■; right bartja o^aadaoona. I haTC re««}T*d joni I'raa . 
and lia ^alan job a«nt Ba, and do Tar; bariilje tbtaAe job Ar 
Ibaa, nnd for yoar oftas ooaiteoaiea in viiiliafc Be maaj tTmaa with 
Uh l;k«, wUob at ooaaaioa ihall anrc, 1 wiH not fatgoat to nqnjle. 
ToBoUng jobf tmraa uf affeslioa ia and abalba ai it hatb bono 
allwaja, vn. Tarj roadj td do anj thing I uaj fbr it. And ao aball 
JM wall ftmtjtt aa uj oooation ihalba oAed wbareio I ma; itand 
M ia ilcade. In the meu Ijne gladdo to haata of joat good qujet, 
wUoho 1 «iih longa to eoDtinewo, I tbaa bid jon right bariilj fara- 
walL rnnUieCoaitthaTiibofa^anboTlSTa. 
Your TCfjr loving frando, 

R. LETCBSTBB," 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



88 HISTORY OF 

1666. In l609> the town paid £^ towards an aid 
for making the king's eldest son, Prince Henry, a 
kuighti and in l6l3, £63 6s. 6d. to marry the kin^i 
daughter, the Princess Elizabeth, to Prince Frederick, 
.Elector Palatine. Money was also raised here in I611, 
under a writ of privy seal: a mode of supply always, 
•nd bnt naturally, unpopular; and now, from the ming 
■pint of the age, more than ever contrary to the incli- 
natioDi of the subject The continual issue of patent* 
and proclamations, were the other most remarkahle 
occurrence* in this reign: of the former, a specimen is 
preserved by Morant, which gave " license, power, and 
authority," to " Thomas Benne of Colchester in the 
county of Essex yeoman," to *' keepe an Inoe or com- 
mon Hostene in the houie of the said Tho. Beone in 
Colchester aforesud." The granting licenses of this 
kind, was remonstrated against by parliament, but, in 
common with every similar source of profit to thfl 
crown, persevered in by James: noLwitb standing, ale- 
houses continued to be licensed and directed by tha 
justices of the peace for the several district!.— It was 
cusiomaty in this reign, for the corporation to make 
presents of tvgar-loaves to persons of rank or eminence, 
whose influence could procure tiiem favour or protec- 
tion; a circumstance accounted for by the high price 
of that article, (from Is. 10. to 2s. 2d. per pound,) 
which would appear enormous in our times, if estimated 
in money 1^ the current valuation. 

The opening of the troublous reign of Charles I, 
was marked by a Spanish war; the effects of which, 
as regarded this town and county, were frequent panics, 
occasioned by the appearance of the enemy's fleets off 
the eastern coast; and considerable expence, to Gol- 
cheiter and Ipswich especially, for provisioning the 
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tniUtery force prepared to resist attack, and for pro- 
viding the necessary warlike stores. Sec. Documents 
relating to this period, speak of the trauied band kept ia , 
readiness by the corporation, and constantly exercised, 
to meet ^le expected danger. 

" About the commencement of the year 1627," writes 
Morant, " forces were transported from these parts to th« 
King of Denmark's assistance; but tbey went so much 
against their will, that the militia was sent from this 
town, to restrain their mutinies." This was the first 
overt act of oppoNtion to Charles's government, that 
manifested itself in this part of the kingdom. Popular 
affection and respect towards the royal authority, had 
been declining even from part of the reign of Elisabeth; 
and neither the character nor conduct of James had 
been calculated in any degree to restore them. In fact, 
the dictates of the crown had gradually increased in 
oppressiveness, and exaction irom the subject, under 
the immediate predecessors of the first Stuart that sa: 
on the English throne ; and be, while he rather magni- 
fied than abated from the pretensions of bis predeces- 
sors, contributed by his every act of sovereignty to 
mingle contempt with the dislike that had grown up to 
all extraordinary exercises of the regal power. Charles 
I. exalted the popular feeling into hatred of himself and 
dignity, when be imposed SAip-mmqr, to an amount, and 
with a rigour, unknown before. Prior to bis time, its 
impositioD had been tolerattd, indeed, while the burden 
of it bad been greatly relieved, by the courtesy with 
which it was demanded, the subject's consideration of 
the exigencies to which it was to be applied, and the 
patriotic aOcI loyal ardours that rendered its collection 
easy. But Charles levied this tax as by inherent right ; 
yet employed it less to its ostensible purposes, than 
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to the support of a fund for his generiJ expences. 
The method pursued by him with regard to this, and 
the other maritime towns of Euex aad Suffolk, was 
timilar to that he adopted in most other instances. In 
l€34, he directed his writ, under the great maX, to the 
chief magistrates of these towns, commanding diem to 
assess their several jurisdictions vith auch sums, as 
should suffice to provide, and equip in alt respects, a 
ship, whose burden should be 700 tons. A subsequent 
order of council was dispatched, to hasten this le?y; 
and again anotber, directed to the sheriSs of Essex and 
Su&blk, in which hit majesty was graciously pleased, 
in consideration that these counties had not a ship of 
700 tons burden prepared, to make an offer of fuTnisb- 
ing them with one, provided they wonld cause the fiill 
sum of £6615 to be forthwith levied, and placed 
at his disposal. 

The following year, the King thought proper so ftx to 
enlarge upon his first requisitions, as to demand the sum 
of j£8000 from Essex alone, to furnish and equips 
ship of 800 tons burden t when the proportion charged 
npon Colchester was £V>0. But the corporation le- 
fiised to pay their quota, alleging the tax to be an 
infraction of their privileges; however, a small sum, in 
part, was placed in the sheriff's hands. Their delay 
occasioned a new order of council in l6S6. Still, three 
years afterwards, the levy appears not to have been effec- 
tually made; for the town then petitioned the Privy 
Council to be eased from the payment of so large a 
sum, on account of the deadness of trade, and for other 
reasons. 

Doubtless, Skip-monrp was a mmn stimulant to the dis* 
affection, (at first assuming to be a thirst for religious 
and political reform,) and the eventual insurrectionary 
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spirit, that my early macifetted itself in the eastern 
counties, mi in few places more promptly tban in Cul- 
cheiter. In January, l64l-3, a petition was presented 
from this borough to the House of Commons, complain- 
ing agunst the penal jurisdiction and office of Bishops, 
and requiring liberty of conscience ; desiring that churcb- 
ditciplioe might be established according to the word 
of God,— and the town better fortified. Id compliance 
with the latter request, the Parliament granted :£1500 
to render Colchnter, and the Block-house at Mersey, 
defensible. But our townsmen were far from content- 
ing themselves with petitioning. For, AugUst 32, l643, 
they seized Sir John Lucas, the principal gentleman of 
this vicinity, who was preparing, with ten or twelve 
horse, and some arms, to join the royal party in the 
north; baiboronsly maltreated his mother and lady, 
with his chaplain, Mr. Thomas Newcomen, rector of the 
parish of Holy Trinity; plundered his seat ox St. John's 
Green, sparing not even to violate the repository of his 
ancestors' ashes in the adjoining church of St. Giles; 
and conducted him, and Mr. Newcomen, prisoners to 
Lcmdon. Some of these ruffianly partisans were them- 
selves subsequently seized, and sent up to the Parlia- 
ment, to be dealt with as the House should think fit: 
but the representatives for the borough. Sir William 
Masham, Bart, and Harbottle Grimston, Esq. (afterwards 
not less celebrated as the bgal Sir Harbottle Grimston) • 
so far interested themselves, in common with the pre- 
vailing party, in their behalf, that they escaped without 
punishment. With the exception of these first revolu- 
tionary outrages, Colchester had for some time very 
little share in the unspeakable calamities that over- 
whelmed the greater part of the kingdom, as the ipo 
natural accompaniments of civil war; though, in the 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



eod, it had no reason to boast its exemption from 
them. 

This comparatiTe tranquillity at the outset of hostili- 
ties, was in some measure the effect of an association, 
into which a large majority of the inhabitants of Essex, . 
who were in llie Parliament's interest, eiiter^ with the 
neighbouring counties of Suffolk, Norfolk, Hertford, 
and Cambridge; by the terms of which social compact, 
they engaged to aid, succour, and assist each other ia 
the mutual defence and preservation of themselves, and 
of the peace of those counties, from all rapines, plun-' 
derings, &c. For which purposes, liberal subscriptions 
were made, arms provided, the train bands formed into 
companies and regiments, officers appointed, and every 
other means of safety and defence resorted to by the 
lords and deputies-lieutenant. And in this manner was 
ibrmed the EattemAstocuifion for the Parliament. Some 
months previously, the ruling party in Colchester had 
very readily complied with the propositions and orders 
of the Houses, for assisting the popular cause by contri- 
butions of money and plate, and subscriptions for the 
muntenance of horse and arms. " And how much they 
were cajoled and complimented for this their forward 
zeal,'* (we quote the words of Morant,) will appear from 
the following letter to the mayor and aldermen. 
" Gentlemen, Wee have acquainted the Parliament 
' with your extraordinary Care and Paines in advancing 
the Proposicions for the raisinge of horse, arraes, money 
and plate for the defence of the Kinge, Parliament, 
and kingdome; how well your services are accepted of 
and wbatthankes wee are enjoined to give yourselves 
and the rest of the gentlemen, frcehoulders, and others 
of your towne for your zeales therein, and how farre 
they have engaged themselves for the protection and 
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defence of the county : the order of botti Homes of 
Parliament will better speake it than our letter, and for 
your better BatisEactioDS, U> that wee must for the pre* 
lent referre yee which Mr. Giimeston will acquointe 
you with. The perfectinge of that woAe begunne by 
you with soe great affection, and wherein you have 
mett with soe much incouragement both from the Par- 
liameDt and people is the occasion of this letter. And 
in the first place wee are commanded to desire yee to 
send away the money and plate aubacribed for, with 
alt the spcede yee can. And likewise to give particular 
notice to them that have ingaged themselves for the 
findinge of horses, to bring them upp to London, where 
there is order taken for the present inrollinge and vat- 
lueinge of them. Many Lords doe want horse, to 
make upp their troupes, and the service and safety of 
the kingdome doe much depend nppon your activitie 
and dispatch herein which wee have cause to bee very 
confident of. And soe with the remembrance of our 
kindest respects, &c. wee rest your assured lovinge 
friends, 

Tdo. Barrinctdn. Mast. Lvhlxt. 
Aug. 33. Hbnbt MiLDMAT. Wu. Mashaic. 
1643. Har. Gbimston." 

Shortly after, " the Committee of the Lords and 
Commons for the Safety of the Kingdom," made use of 
the " activity and dispatch" of the leading men of this 
place, jointly with the inhabitants of the other princi- 
pal towns in this county, and in Suffolk, to raise 3000 
borse for dragoon service. Jn November of the same 
year, when the King had entered Middlesex, and was 
threatening London, Colchester raised and equipped a 
company, under the command of Capt. John Langley, 
to asibt in the Parliament's defence, and were at the 
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cost of their pay and maiatemuice for thirty days, 
which amounted to £3BS lOi. In the begiuiung of 
1643, they diipatched another completfi company, des- 
tined to join the Earl of Manchester, to the rendeivout 
of the Eastern Association ht Cambridge :' and, indeed, 
daring the whole continuance of the war, this formerly, 
most loyal borough supported the popular cause by 
perpetual reinforcements of men, as well as by largo 
supplies of military stores, and money to an extraordi- 
nary amount. Particular exertions to raise a pecuniary 
supply were made here in June, l643, through the 
pressing solicitations of the Earl of Essex, seconded by 

■ ne fMaimf lottn ttun Olinr Crdawell, dated Mnoh Hid 
of iLlijMT, udaddrtHcd " To Ike Xuor of Colobeitar, aad Ct^ 
tiina Joha LaatUj," Tsletei to lloa putionlir oampinj. 

<* Gontlomoii Upon the oaainge dome of joar tawunen to CiH- 
bridga, Capt. Luglie pol knowinge how to diipOH oF tbeni, desrad 
Bee to BomiDete e fitt Caplaine, vhieh I did, u bcueit, Telifioof, 
TelUant GcBlInuo, Cipt. Dodnrorth the bearer hKreof. H«e halk 
diUieotl} atlaoded Aa Mrrioe, and aack inproned hi* moa iB theiv 
•xeroiie. Bat halh beeaa oahippie bejond olhan, in sot noaanini*. 
■Bj pey, for biDuelle, and what He* bad for his aoaldien, ii oat 
loaga ago*. He* halh bj hia pradeBoe whet with fiTre, ewl wia- 
aoft oairiags, what with Kooie borrowed kept then togothBr- Be* 
u able ta do soa Doa longer, thej wiU pteieotlj dlebiad if a eonsa 
bee not taken, It'i piltye lu ibonld be mm, fur I baliene (kaj an 
bronght i>M a* good aider a* Boat oOBpaniet in the Aiaiie. Bend's 
at dii iutant then ii grait aaede to *aB then, I biTiBge reoaaiud 
a epeoial ooiund front nj Lord Generyi to adnanee with what 
force wee otn to pati an entle (if itt maj bee) la tliia worke (Cod aoe 
aaiiatinge) from whome all helpe Bometb. I baiea^ joa thenforo 
oaonder lUi gentleniu, and the aonldiere, and if itt bee poulUe, 
make ap Ua oimpania a bondacd aad twenty, sad send then awaj 
with wiiat expedition !i potiible, iti uaj (thmagti Ooda bleHiago) 
prove Ter J hippie, one mantha paj nij proae all joni trouble. I 
speake to viae man, God direot ;oii, I reit, jonri to aerre 70a, 

OLIVEB CROMWELL." 
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thou of the eamest and inde&tigable Cromwell. 
Tha ftppeal of the latter, given below,* is pecuUarly 
ctiiurBCteristic of hii nsnti epUtoUry ityle, and of hit 
exertions at this juncture : the letterof the earl wu alio 
strongly couched, and calcdlated to make a consider- 
able impreiEion on those he addressed. Among other 
argumants, his lordship desired " such as had most 
interest in the cause, to approve themselves in it ; men 
of reli^ous U?e) and aSectioDs, fittest to bear arms for 
&e truth of religion; men of estates, to defend thoso 

• " e«t :' I Uion^t it mj dntj anet noro to writ* onto yow for 
more itmngfatb to b« ipeedily lanl auto n* for thli gnu acrriBai I 
■sppoM jow bean of Ibe grmi Meat gi™ bj mj L, Fiirfai t* 
Uo Newout: Pooh atWikalsU; it wu t great mare; of God I* 
u, ud bid it Bot Ub bettoaw npon u at tbi* twj pronnt, ■ j Lo: 
Fairfax had sot kDOUti* how to have labaialed : <>■ aarare jowj 
•boald tha foto* wo haTO ■dwaiTT, eipeol aotUiig bnt a ipecd; 
aarsli ol the tatmj np nato jow j wtjr jmi ibonld not atrengtbea 
■> Id Make ai inbritt, Jndga yaw tb* dangn of Iba nt^oat, and 
Low inooBTBaieDt tbij iBprDvidaDoa or aalbriflj maj be to jow; I 
ahall Mver write bnt aooordiag to uj jodgmaiit, I tell j«w apio it 
oanoanu jow exeeadia^j to bo perawaded bj He : Hj Lor : Haw< 
oaatle ii Deer 6000 foot ood abont W Iroopei of horto : wj Lo : 
Fairte la aboat SOOft IboS and t Imopaa of bora* ; aod we bar* 
about 14 tnopea of. bona aod Dnggooaan : Tha aaemj drawa* 
more to tb* Lo: Fairfu : Oar BolieB and joora wnat b* exoaadinc 
fpaadj, or eloa it will doe jow loe good at all ; if jow lesd let 
joBrmen cone ts Boitoi, I baaeeeh yaw huten tlio aapplj to as; 
brgatt not Bonio. I preaia not haid, Ibongb I doe aoe naed tbal I 
auare jow the foot and Diaggooaart are ready to natiay : lay aot 
too mash apOB the baok of a poora Gentl' who datirea wHboal mash 
wijia to lay dswae bii life, and bleed the lail dmpp ta aarva tb* 
Caaae aad yo*i I adc not jonr moni* for Hjaelfe, if that wars 
my ead and hop* (riz. the pay of my plaoe,) I woaU Dot ap«D my 
moatb at thia tima^ I deaire la deny nyielfe, bat othar* will not be , 
saliafied: I beaeeoh jow baitaa aapplia*. Fargat not jenrfnyan. 
Gesf I am yanra 
Wir 28, IM). OL. CBOHWBUi.-" 
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eiUtes; the employment not being too mean for Ibe 
best men." Animated by these Tepresentations, the 
inh^tanti entered into a general subscription, to which 
the contribudons were from one to forty shillings each 
person; the women l>etng'not less generous than the 
men. " So few," says Morant^ (who was possessed of 
the ori^nal list of subscribers,) " tooic time to con- 
sider, and fewer yet would give, or do, nothing: So few 
friends had the poor King here, or so few were there 
diat chose or dared to declare for himt" Numbers at 
this time engaged to join the parliament^! forces in. 
person; and many more to find hones, arms, pay, &c. 
The direct assessments upon the town and liberties, 
by order of the Parliament, during the course of dte 
civil war, were agreeable to the list following:— 

In the year 16*2, (being part 
9*- 9d. which was charged 



couDfy,aathe proportion of ■"»n™v>' /' 

imposed upon the whole k 

In the year 1643 3S39 I 8 

. 1644 4405 l6 6 

1645 6279 19 4 

l646 4283 10 7 

1647 4829 13 8 

1648 (to Michaelmas) 6673 7il 

The total unount of these levies was j£30,177- 2s. 
4id.i and it cannot escape the observation of the 
reader, that this large sum was cheerfully advanced tn 
abont six years and a half, by a town, which in the 
course of five years, had been unable to pay :C400 to 
furnish a ship for King Charles! The levies were, 
respectively, " for raising a body of borK for Sir Wm. 
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Waller; for the muntenance. of the Army in Irelsud; 
for tb« Scots; for the garrisons at Newport-pagnel, fcc; 
for Sir Thomas Fairfax's army ; for reducing Newark," 
&C. &c.: and such levies being made by Parliamentary 
authority, tome who were unwilling to pay their quota, 
were compelled to do so by fines, imprisonment, se- 
questration of their properties or estates, and other 
violent means. Besides all which, money to the 
amount of £630 was collected in the town, in April, 
1643, towards the relief of the Protestants in Ireland; 
in the couise of the year j644, for a voluntary loan to 
the Brethren of Scotland; and another for Sir William 
Brereton; and a collection made in each parish, from 
house to house, towards buying shoes for the army 
under the Earl of Essex. And in May, l645, volun- 
tary contributions were raised to supply horse and foot 
for the garrison of Gloucester, and for the counties of 
Gloucester, Hereford, Monmouth, Glamorgan, Breck- 
nock and Radnor. 

We also learn, from the Committee's and Sequestra- 
tors' books for Colchester, and adjacent parts of the 
county, that considerable sums were obtained by se- 
questrations of the estates of the Delinquents; that is, 
of such, as could by no means be induced to adopt 
the Parliamentary cause. A third part only of their 
■everal properties, was allowed to be retained by 
these loyal gentlemen ; who certainly had an equal 
right with the Pailiamentarians to adopt a side in the 
contest; and whose sufferings, flowing as they did 
from the maintenance of their principles, entitled 
them to the commiseration of their age and of pos- 
terity. Of the number thus harshly dealt with in this 
town and vicinity, were, Sir Thomas Lucaa, of 
Lexdcn; Sir Henry Audeley, of Bere-church; Best- 
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ney BArker, of Monkwick, Esq.; Lnmncc Torkenton, 
Esq. ; the Rev. Stephen Nettles, rector of Lexdeu, &c. 
John, Lord Ldcu, whose house at SL John's we noticed 
to h«ve been plundered jiut before the comaencenent 
of hostilities, tad who for hii mbiequetit services had 
been raised to the dignity of a Baron of the realm hj 
bis rayd master, is not mentioned in the Seqnestrtfofl^ 
accounts: from which it is coqjectored that he wu not 
permitted to compound, but his estate in foil «ppti«d 
to the uses of the Parlument. 
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HZHT OF THE IISOB, TO THE r&KlKHT TIME. 



JT will h*Te been evident, from the witole character of 
the eveniB narrated in the concluding part of the last 
chapter, that Colchester, considered as to the great body 
of its inhabitants, was honestly and heartily opposed to 
the unfortunate Charles, throughout his memorable 
contest with the Long Parliament. And though eventu- 
ally it underwent, in his cause, the moat remarkable 
and afflictire Sieoe recorded in the domestic History 
of England ; the loyal courage and fortitude evinced 
on that occasion, roust be awarded much rather to the 
partisans of the King, who possessed themselves of the 
town by little less than actual force, than to the temper 
of the townsmen, who at first refused admission 
within their walls to the Royal party. The relation 
we are about to enter into, coupled with a recollection 
of the foregoing facts, will sufficiently bear us out in 
these observBtiilhs. 

The beginning of the year l648 witnessed the com- 
plete establishment of the arbitrary power of a Parliament 
over an unhappy and imprisoned King, and a submis- 
sive and apparently almost tranquil people. Numbers 
there were, however, who in secret mourned over the 
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degradation to which EDgland was reduced by & change 
of maatera, rather thao an alleviation of the former 
tyranny of the monarch; by the substitution, in liniple 
fact, of somewhat more than a hundred tyrants for one. 
In Wales, in Scotland, and various English counties, 
parties arose in arms to vindicate the rights of constitn- 
tional sovercigpty, and compel the Parliament to admit 
Charles to an accummodation with his people, and 
enter upon what they trusted would prove a new reign 
of moderation and observance of the lawi. The rising 
of this description with which our subject is connected, 
vas that in Kent; which originated in a pttilion for the 
redress of grievances, framed by the grand jury of tile 
county, assembled at Canterbury to try a cause of 
alleged riot in that city. This petition being subscribed 
by numbers, and on the other hand strongly discounte- 
nanced and opposed by the Parliament's Committee 
and Deputy-Lieutenants for Kent, who published a 
declaration against it, it was resolved by its supporters 
" to march with the petition in one hand, and a sword 
in the other; — that they might thereby make way 
through all obstructions, and have liber^ (according 
to the ancient custom of this realm) to represent their 
grievances to both Houses of Parliament; a thing which 
had never before been opposed, nor accounted riotous, 
till this Parliament, by their all-powerful arbitratitHi, 
voted it so."* 

To carry these intentions into effect, the magazinea of - 
arms and ammunition, in different parts of the county, 
were seized by the petitioners; and regiments of horse 
and foot raised, for the avowed purpose of more safely 
and speedily " preferring the general petition." At 
Rochester, afler many marchings of detached parties to 
• Mitlhew Cirler, 
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collect their itrength, they met in rendeivons; muster- 
ing 7000 foot, Sill well accoutred ; besides the cavalry, 
which, being still dispersed, could not be correctly 
enumerated. Next day. May 24, they formed in war- 
like array on Bamham Downs, and proclaimed George, 
Lord Goring, Eirl of Norwich, their general ; a man, 
says Clarendon, " of a frolick and pleasant humour, — 
of a jovial nature," but who " had no experience or 
knowledge of the war, nor knew how to exercise the 
office he had taken upon him." The Parliament now 
thought it full time to dispatch their forcei agunst so 
formidable a body of " petitioners;" and Lord Fairfax, 
with 6000 infantry, and 2000 horse, succeeded in sur- 
prising Maidstone, and in so dividing'his enemy, that 
probably not above half their original number reached 
Greenwich, where they mustered in the Park, expecting 
to be joined by alt the loyally disposed in the metropolis. 
But, no Londoners arriving, and iheir design of march- 
ing through the city to Westminster being frustrated by 
defensive preparations made against their entry, dis- 
traction began to pervade their councils, mingled with' 
many fears for the result. Next came intelligence, 
tbat strong parlies in Essex were prepared to unite with 
them; 2000 men in arms being asserted to have assem~ 
bled at Bow, and more at Chelmsford. Before Lord 
Norwich would act upon this information, he prudently 
resolved to ascertain its truth; and for that purpose 
privately crossed the Thames, and proceeded to Bow, 
where he found no warlike party stirring. He had at 
first intended to return to bis little army before nighl, 
but now thought it more adviseable to goon to Chelms- 
ford; at which town meetings had been already held to 
promote the King's interest, but where, on his arrival, 
nothing appeared but crude and disordered resolutions, 
H 3 
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from wbicli no reil service to the caa*e could be ex* 
pected. In the meantime, muuy of the petitionen di>- 
pened; and the rest transported themtelvet over the 
river from Tarious points, without any clear notions of 
what they themselves intended, and with only some vai- 
gue hopes of finding friends and their General in £wex. 
Overcoming a feeble oppoaitiou from the Tower Ham- 
bleteen, who were appointed by the Houte to intercept 
their progress, they marched to Stratford, where they 
met the Earl, hastening to re-join tbem in the Paifc 
at Greenwich. Surprised and troubled at what bad 
happened, the old nobleman, after giving directions for 
quartering them at Stratford to await his orders, again 
posted to Chelm*ford, although he had then allowed- 
himself neither rest nor sleep for four luccetsive d^r** 
The gentry of the county assembled in that town, at 
length came to the resolution of putting themselvei 
under the command of Sir Charles Lucas, younger 
brother to Lord Lucas, who had assisted at their deli- 
berations; and some of them even lud violent hands 
on the Parliament's Committee there, and would have 
killed them but for the interference of others. The 
General now sent orders to his Kentish forces to ad- 
vance ; which they did, animated by the arrival of many 
<^ their former comrades, as well as London apprentices, 
and others. He himself met them at Romford, as did 
Sir Charles Lucas, with his body of horse and foot, at 
Brentwood ; &om whence they all marched for Chelms- 
ford, which they entered June the 9tb. 

Fortune at this time looked more favourably upon, 
the Royalists' undertaking. Arthur, Lord Capel, the 
Lord Loughborough, and other persons of quality, priif 
cipally from Hertfordshire, declared for them at Chelms- 
ford ; »s did about My gentlemen who arrived by way 
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of Epping from Loodon ; and the day followiDg, on their 
nurch from the town, about a hundred and twenty 
hone came ia from Hertford and Bedfordsbires. It 
was at fint intended to attack a ParliameDtary party 
assembled by Sir Thomas Houeywood, at Coggeshall, 
irhere he resided; but on more mature deliberation, 
the resolution was taken to advance on Braintree, and 
leave Sir Thomas unmolested, although his rising had 
greatly discouraged the Royaliiits of the county, who 
were besides alarmed by the informatioa that Fairfax 
had crttssed the Thames from Gravcsend with his whole 
army. At Braintree they arrived on the evening of the 
10th, taking Leeds House, the seat of the Earl of War- 
wick, in their way ; and carrying from thence two brass 
£eld<pieces, between two and three hundred muskets, 
as many pikes, and a quantity of match and ball, some 
barrels of powder, &c. 

June II, being Sunday, both the Kentish and Essex 
parties drew to a rendeavous without the town. After 
prayers, the whole were formed into troops, under 
the several commands of the Earl of Norwich, Lords 
Capel and Loughborough, and Sir Gbarles Lucas; in 
order that every soldier might know how to dispose of 
himself upon any alarm,, and be more conveniently 
quartered at each remove. About nine o'clock at night, 
to deceive the Parliament's army, who were near at 
hand, they ag^n marched, intending for Colchester, Sir 
Charles Lucas having expressed his hopes of being 
joined by many friends in that town. The march was 
continued all night, and, with a single halt at day-break, 
till four o'clock the next afternoon; when they arrived 
within six mites of Colchester. Here Sir Charles re- 
ceived intelligence, that the town would not receive 
him in arms; upon which, » reconnoitring paity was 
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sent before, while he himself conttDued to march at Uit 
be&d of the army. The advanced party soon returned 
iofonnation that the inhabitant! " stood upon their 
guard, and were so far from ^ving entrance, that they 
opposed them, and were too strong for them. On re- 
ceipt of which news, Sir Charles, and the gentlemen 
with him, set spurs to their horses, and galloped full 
speed till they came to the town, when they found 
die gates shut: and i^ut sixty horse were drawn 
out in a vety formal troop, well armed and accoutred, 
and some of their scouts were without the turnpike 
by the alms-houses. Sir Charles made a stop here, 
and sent back a messenger to the army, to hasten 
th^r inarch: but four or five gentlemen, beeping on 
their speed, drew their swords, and charged up to the 
par^ (of scouts), and forced them within the turnpike: 
■o they retreated to Head-Gate, where the whole troop 
was drawn up in order, and the gentlemen retreated 
again towards the turnpike : in which fray, one penon 
on horseback was shot by one of the gentlemen, and 
he fell down dead. Now the town's-people perceiring 
the body of the army coming, and that Sir Charles 
Lucas bad drawn up two or three troops of horse very 
near them, tbcy sent out to treat with him ; and upon 
his engagement that the town should not be plundered, 
nor any injury offered to the inhabitants for what they 
bad done, they submitted themselves, and engaged to 
deliver up their horse and arms, with the town; so 
the gates were opened, and the army quartered that 
night in the town.*^ 

The number of the Royalists on their thus obtaining 

' " Trga Ralatioa of tb^l luuQnbU, Ihangb onfortaBkle npedi- 
lloD of K«al, Emu, ud Cololisdsr, in 1&I8. Bj Hsltfaair Cutir, 
QMiUr-31utu Gencnl in Ike Eioi'a Foicm." 
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possesion of Colchester, was about 4000, of whom 600 
were hone; but not above 2500 of the foot were well 
armed. The regiments of hone were those of the Earl of 
Norwich, LordCapel, SirWm. Comptoni Col. Slingtby, 
Sir Bemanl Gascoigne, Col. Hammood, and Col. Cnl- 
pepper ; of foot, those of Sir CkarUt Lucat, Sir George 
Lisle, (the future martyrs to the loyalty that engaged 
them in this undertaking,) ColoneU Tilly, Tnke, Gilberd, 
Sir William Campion, Burd, Bowman, and Chester. 
Of the gentry and officers who co-operated in the cause 
without taking any command, the principal were Lord 
Loughborough, Sir William Layton, Sir Richard Hatt' 
ings. Colonels John Heath, Lee of Kent, Panton, Cook,' 
Sir Hugh Oriley, William Maxey, Pitman, Be a), LieuL 
Col. Hatch, and Major Jammot: names, none of which 
are unworthy commemorating, if this expiring effort 
to restore a sovereign, wto might be thought to have 
suffered sufficiently for his transgressions to his people, 
and whose power was certainly, wielded by men more 
despotic than had been himself, is worthy an historical 
jecord. As to the town, which had been pardoned its 
£rst resistance to the Royalist force, it remained passive 
under the following events ; or rather betrayed . its 
secret good disposition towards the Parliament, and 
dislike of the intruding army, by indirectly abetting, if 
an opportunity offered, the progress of the besiegers. 

The army of Fairfax, who was advancing with the 
utmost speed, greatly exceeded its opponents, not merely 
in experience and discipline, but in numerical amount. 
For, besides the fotic which arrived with him from 
Kent, he had been " joined on the road by Colonel 
Whalcy and Sir Thomas Honeywood with 2000 horse 
und foot of the country"" (Essex.) So expeditious 
• Whiielock, 
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were hi* motioiu, QkU he readied Lexden-Heatb, June 
ISth, or the day after that on which the Royalists en- 
tered Colchester. From the Heath he immediately 
dispatched the followiog tummooi to the Earl ot 
Nonrich : 

" My Lord, I am come hither with the ParUameati 
force* to reduce thoie under your command to the 
ohedience of the ParllamenL If your Lordship, and 
thoK under you will instantly lay down your ^rmes, 
there may be a prevention of much blood that is like 
to be ^ilt, and the Tawn preserved from plunder and 
mine; the evil mutt lie upon you, if you refuse: I 
expect your present answer, and remaine your servant 
Tho. Faikiax." 

The £ul iocoDsiderately treated this message wldi 
derision; , nay, with an ill-timed attempt at wit, asked 
the Uiiinpeter who brought it, " how his Gsneial 
did;" adding, "he had heard he was ill of the gout, 
but it would cure him of all diseases." So scoria 
ful an answer not only highly incensed Fairfax, but 
the troops he c<Hnmaiided, and occasioned an imr 
mediate and bloody rejoinder. The Parliamentarians 
were directly ordered to the attack ; and almost before 
their enemies could send ont parties to oppose them, 
were hotly engaged in the suburbs with the out* 
guards. And now hcvse and foot poured on from 
Lexden, on the one hand, and issued from the town 
^stcs, uitder the command of Colonel Faire, on the 
other; and a conflict, at betas any recorded in die 
war, ensued. The Royalists were at length driven, 
through a want of ammuuition on their part, and the 
weight of superior numbers, back to the gates, and all 
the guards called in. But before this could be fully 
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effKtod, it bMune uectatkrj, to prevent tba «b- 
tnnce of the enemy, to shot out numben, chiefly of 
Colonel Farre's regiment, iffao thus unnvoiiUbly bocmme 
prisoners. The resistance, to iha last, wm desperate; 
the gentry of the highest distinction cheerfiilly per- 
forming the parts of inferior officers, and even quitting 
tiieir horses when they could be of no i 
serrice, and charging pike in hand with the 
the Mldieiy. Lord Capel, in particular, distinguished 
himself in this manner ; charging at Head-Gate, where 
the contest was hottest, until it could be shut, and at 
last finding time only to fatten it wilii bis cane. 

But the straggle was Ux from ended. The Pariia- 
mentaiians stUI endeavouied to force their way into 
the town; and first began to fire underneath Head- 
Gate, and hurl stones over it; and at length bRHigbt.ft 
brast-gun to bear upon ibis principal entrance. But 
the eminence of the ground within the walls, gave the 
Royalists an advantage which they failed not to use with 
effect: from their positions in St Mary's Churcb-yard, 
Slid particularly some adjoining gardens, they so dis- 
abled the enemy, that, after seven or eight hours 
fighting, night coming on, they made a dishonourable 
letreat; leaving behind them their brass-gun, and more 
thaa 500 snull arms of various deecriptioni, which tte 
next morning were conveyed into the town. Thdr loss 
in men was estimated at 700, besides ISO taken pri- 
soners. The Royalists' severest loss was in the deaths of 
Sir William Campion and Col. Cooke, " men of incom- 
parable and unblemished honour," who both received 
rooitsl wounds in the first charge in the suburbs. They 
had also a lieutenant, and between thir^ and forty 
private soldiers, killed, and many more wounded. The 
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priionera t&ken from them included Sir William Layttm' 
and Licut.-Col. Rawlins, with about eighty more; many 
of whom, bow«Ter, escaped during the confused retreat 
of the enemy, and were enabled to regain the town. 
With so much disorder did the Parliamentarians rfr- 
march to Lexden, that, as the Royalists afBrmed, had 
they sallied out with a fresh party upon them, as was 
once contemplated, they had effected the destruction of 
the whole, or at least the greater part, of their army. 
Before tbey finally drew off, they set fire to some houses 
near Head-Gate j hoping, it was thought, that the wind, 
by carryiDg the flames inward, would commuaicata 
thfim to the town; but this the diligence of the soldiert 
prevented. The people of the suburbs, chiefly poor 
Weavers, though, lays M, Carter, they " rather seetned 
to oppose us, ihan to assist or help us in all we did," 
-were not better treated by Fairfax's troops than if they 
bad adopted the most contrary conduct: for, next 

* H. Cuter*! seeonnt of Ibe etplare of thii geBllemn, ni; b* 
Ihoagfat to dcMTTB iDiertion. — " Sir William Lajton, though not iD> 
lereited in inj immediits cammtuiii in the innj, ou jtt of » bi|fa 
ud noble ■ tool, •> ooald.nol idmit of ■ pririle sngigemoni in » 
genenl i daiigd withcmt xiiiting. (He) took tbo chargo of ■■ 
ont-giud ; and in eadaiTonriDf to retreat, whan b< parcdrod tlM 
ensmj had auroaiMled bin, wa* aaforta»alel;r afaot in tba ftrati M 
that bafora ha could noorar tba gate, it nia abut, aud lb« tutKj 
iDlamiixed wilh hijt parlj j inamnacb, that ba eoold bj naans oao^« 
botog taken : vben i loldier, who hid formslj tarred fonr jaars 
nndar bim in the King'i aarTlce, and in hii own company^ ouno to 
bin, and would haTB oarried him off, bnt «■■ farced, bj niioo at 
tfas ihot tlial oame tbiek npon them from the town, to nia awaj and 
leave bim ; and Sic William waa grown ao itiff with loai oF blood, 
llial be eoald not ibin for himaelf. After a while, lb* loldier ooniaf 
again, carried him off, and aeeaTed bim firou the moil inhttman mag* 
orolher loldien; whiofa toldier afterwardi piorad varf scrvioaabl* 
to bin, and got him oonduotad home." 
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UDrning, scarce & house was found un plundered; white 
many of the ownen were killed, and the women aod 
children driven by fear from their habitations. 

The result of this first trial of strength between the 
opposed armies, was some disappointment to both. 
Fairfax, and lua troops, were at once surprised and 
chagrined to have met with so determined an opposition 
from ao inferior force, great part of which consisted of 
raw countrymen: and the Boyalists, by the nearness of 
the enemy, fell themselves compelled to make a de- 
fensive post of the town, instead of merely remaining in 
it a night or two, to collect recruits, as had been their 
first intention. For, though it was not " a place fitting 
to be mantled, or maintained as a. garrison," yet, aa 
Matthew Carter said, " march away now they could 
not, without falling into a champaign country, where, 
tlie enemy being very strong, and they unavoidably weak 
in hone, would have cut them off in an instant; their 
ibot being no such experienced soldiers as to maintain 
a charge of themselves, against both horse and foot, 
without hedges to guard and shelter them." Besides, 
they " had hopes of speedy relief, both from the Scots 
and divers other places, who were at the same time in 
sction." As to Fairfax, he had for his part resolved, 
since the obstinacy of the late defence gave him little 
pros^ct (^ carrying the town by storm, to sit down 
before it, and starve his opponents into submission. 
For this purpose, he fixed his bead-quarters at Lexden, 
which lying on the Loudon road, the arrival of assist- 
ance to the besieged from that quarter was effectually 
prevented : and that his enemy might not escape north- 
ward, in order to join Sir Marmaduke Langdale, or the 
Scots, he established a strong guard of horse on the 
road to Cambridge. The place was enclosed, therefore. 



.y Google 



110 BI8T0BY OF 

except on tbe tide next Ae tea; on which it wu itill 
poHible that it might be leiieved by the King's ihips, 
great part of the navy having declared for Chariea:, 
but to deprive it of this last hope, Fairfax dispatched 
another party of horse to secure Mersea Fort, which 
comtnaudod the passage to Menea-lslaad, and that 
precluded all maritime intercourse. 

From the moment of adopting his resolution, the 
Parliament's General began to make bis approaches to 
the town, on the Lexden side, in form ; casting up a 
fiwt and barricadoes, to secure the highway and head- 
qnarten; and, after two days repose, constructing ia 
the night another fort, or battery, neam the place, 
which was called Fart Etta,* in which he plactd a 
guard. The next night, ground was entered upon a 
hill, then called die Warren, and since the Hanging- 
Field, and a strong guard placed there the night follow- 
ing: and thus every ni^t fresh ground was broken on 
what were conceived the most advantageous spots, and 
■ tine run by degrees from one redoubt and fiut to' 
another. Convinced by all these measures, that nothing 
less than a formal blockade waa intended, the Royalists 
bepn to be as active in their cndeavoun to counter 
work the enemy's design. What principally demanded 
attention on th«r part, was the state of the town with 
re^rd to pt-minont and Jbrt^kation; in both which 
points it was at first thought to be extremely defective. 
Upon search made, however, stores of com and wine, 
fish, salt, and considerable quantities of powder, were 
found, both in the town, and at tie Hitie, or harbour, 
which is a Litle distant from it. At the Hitbe, especi- 
cally, " in the memory of man, there never was known 
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ncli plenty of all thingi u there was nt tliat timei^ 
which wa> looked upon by the betieged as " » provi- 
dence almost as great aa that of the Israelites in the 
Wilderaew;" more particularly since the enemy were 
" 10 favonrable as not to endeavour to cut them off 
from that place, till diey had dmost drained the honey 
from the comb, which they might easily have done, had 
&ey known what was doing." The seinire of so much 
powder, was considered as scarcely less providential; 
since the want of it '* would suddenly have thrown diem 
into absolute ruin, havmg very much exhausted their 
magaiine by the last day's business.'^ Their defensive 
oxeitions, in which they were very laborious, were direc- 
ted to strengthening the walls, and casting up nmpMts 
and counterscarps where necessary : they erected besides 
a fort at St. Mary's, calling it the Rtyai Fort, " Mnn 
whence they fired hard, and killed some of the woA- 
men employed in making Fort Essex, and others as 
they were straggling in the fields-'t 

The Parliamentariana now received a strong rein- 
Ibrcement of horse aitd foot, from Sntfblk and Norfolk, 
consisting of country Tegmenta th^ had Idn at certain 
towns, where were the chief passes over the river Stonr; 
(the besieged having first made an ineffectual attempt to 
bring them over to their side.) A few days afterwards, 
Sir Charles Lucas sent a trumpeter to General Fairfax, 
widi a proposal for an exchange of prisoners; to which, 
•greeably to Whhelock.t the General answered, " that 
Sir Charles had forfeited his parole, his honour, and 
faith, being his prisoner upon parole, and (was) there- 
fore not capable of command, or trust in martial afbin." 
But as it cannot be discovered, from perusing' the nu- 

P. HI. 
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merous works of writers contempor&ry with those timet, 
when or ha^rSir Charles nu thus a prisoner on parole 
to Fairfax, and u the lUter himself does not mention 
inch a circumstance^ nor the reply given, in his " Short 
Memoriab," it is to be ^prehended that the generally 
accurate and impartial Whitelock was deceived by some 
erraneoos information on this point. The day follow- 
ing, th« Parlismenf s ships at Harwich took two frigates, 
the one of eleven, the other of ten guns, that lay there 
to a»i*t the King's party in Colchester: and, the tame 
day. Colonel Ewer joined the besiegers, with six com- 
panies, from Chepstow Castle. Another unfortunate 
occnrrence for the Royalists was, that a reinforcement 
ybich was coming to them under the command of 
M^or Muschampe, was defeated at Linton by troops 
sent from before the town by Fairfax; the major slain; 
many taken prisonen; and the rest, being about 500, 
dispersed. 

June 19th, the Parliament's Committee that had been 
seized at Chelmsford, and that was now under restraint 
in this town, " upon their humble request for it to th« 
Lord Norwich, Lord Capel, and Sir Charles Lucas, ob- 
tained leave of them, that they, the said Committee, 
might make it their humble proposal to the Lord Fair- 
fax, that there might be a treaty between both armies 
for a peace." In this style was the proposal made 
accordingly; with the addition, from the Lords Norwich 
and Capel, and Sir Charles Lucas, of these words : " It 
is the general peace of the kingdom we contend for, and 
therefore we are content, that the Committee shall send 
their above-written proposal! to the Lord Fairfax, ac- 
cording unto their request made unto us." The answer 
of Fuirbx was to this effect: 

" My Lords, The Paper sent to me, inclosed in the 
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letter fram your Loidibips, and Sir Charlet Lucas, of 
the 19tb inatant, teemes in the fin( pact of it to drawn, 
a* that 1 could not well undentaud it, vrhat kind of 
treaty, or what peace it meant But the latter part, 
uoderwriUen by your Lordships, and Sir Charies Lucas, 
aeemei to explain your own meaning, >o as if you 
meant a treaty belwixt the armies for the generall peace 
of the kingdom, and not otherwise for yourselves, or 
your garrison: And to the contents of it in that sence, 
i can only say, That such a treaty, and such a peace, 
is not the proper work of myself, or the army, but 
theirs that have imployed us : But if the English be, to 
make a way for conditions to your Garrison, I shall, 
without the trouble of a treaty, let you know what 
yourselves, and those under you may expect from me, 
which, for the restoring of quiet to this county, and the 
kingdom, without more blood-sbed, and for the saviog 
of so eminent a Town from the chance of war, I shall 
oflfer, viz. That if yourselves, and the rest with you in 
Colchester, shall, within S4 hours after notice hereof, 
lay down armes, the common soldiers, and men of 
that rank, shall have liberty to depart to their severall 
homes, and there quietly to remain submitting unto the 
Authority of Parliament: (And this 1 shall make good 
however, to so many of that sort respectively, as shall 
accept thereof, and do accordingly.) Yourselves, and 
the Officers and Gentlemen engaged with you in the 
Town, shall have liberty, and passes, to go beyond sea, 
with equipage befitting their qualities (engaging them- 
selves not to return into this kingdom without leave 
from the Parliament.) And all of both sorts, with the 
inhabitants of the Town, shall be free from plunder, or 
violence of the souldiers; their arms, ammunition, and 
furniture of war within the town, and also their horses 
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Employed in miliUrie Krrice (except mch horaet Hid 
•wonU u thtll be fit to be allowed to Ci^ituiii, or 
tnpoior Officen, and Gentlemen tri' quality, for their 
icmoTall) being fint delirered up without imbeitle- 
ment, in an orderly manner, u ihall be farther act 
down, and the forcet under my conunand, or such a* I 
■hall appoint, being admitted a peaceable entrance into 
the Town. I desire die Gcntlemnn of the Committee tjt 
Parliament now in your handi (who by their labtcrip- 
tionB to part of the Paper, and by yoar tending of it, as 
from them, or at their re<inett, are concerned to know 
what my answer is) may be acquainted herewith; and 
indeed, if it be concealed from any that are concerned 
in it, the blame thereof from God and man ii like to 
fall on (heir heads, who shall be the authon of inch 
ctmcealment." 

The substance of this answer was published, two days 
after, by beat of drum and sound of trumpet, at the 
head of every troop and regiment of the Parliamentarian 
nnny before Colcbrater. On the 3 1st of June, the Earl 
of Norwich, Lord Capel, and Sir Chartes Lucas, made 
tlie following reply: 

" Hy Lord, We hare received yonn of the 30tb, 
which takes notice of the Paper of the ItHh, subsciibed 
by the Committee, and of our permission to have it 
delivered to you. You have very justly apprehended 
our intentious to be the publique peace of the kingdom, 
and we againe own that sence, and no other, as befitting 
the duty of English-Men: And we believe, if both 
umies were accorded in such an indeavour, it were the 
mrat pious, easie, and honourable action, wherein they 
could be ingoged; but why you have taken occasion 
by that act of ours, to ofier conditions in particular to 
ns, we understand not, nor can it be supposed, without 
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itrayning uid offering violence to our iniuuier of pro- 
ceeding. Those conditions jrou proffer to the officen 
and souldiera on our part, we doe hereby make offer to 
the officers and louldiera on your part We shall in 
Uiis occuion deale frankly and plainly. We doe, not 
without evident reason, conceive ounelves to be in a 
condition able to entertain all the force you can make, 
and thereby to give courage and opportunity to all 
true-hearted Englishmen, to recover their ancient and 
knowne Lawet ; or if you shall adventure to attaque us, 
we doubt not but by the mercy and assistance of Almighty 
Ood to give you such a repulse, as shall ^ve testimony 
of our force and courage, and at how high a rate we 
value the generall peace of the kingdorae. You doe 
widk more than usual eamestnesse desire, that your 
answer should he communicated to the Committee, and 
whom else it may conceme; we apprehend you chiefly 
intend the inhabitants of Colchester: We were very 
unworthy persons if any should exceed us in our caro 
for this good Towne, and we doubt not but God will 
recompence the kindnesse we have received from them, 
and that he hotJi a reward in store for them luttable to 
the loyalty and fidelity they have hitherto on this occa- 
sion manifested toward the King, and knowne lawes of 
the kingdome: and because you apprehend it so im- 
portuit and necessary to divulge the proceedings in this 
affaire, we will therelwe put it into your power: And 
therefore we desire your Lordship, to cause the Paper 
signed by the Committee of the 19. and our answer 
subsigned, the answer of your Lordship to us of the 
20. and this our reply of the SI. to be all printed, 
and as many of the prints as you shall acnd to us, 
we will disperse in Colchester, and those pans of the 

I a 
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couDtry uDder our power, and to e&ch person of the 
Committee one."* 

The same day, a letter from the Earl of Norwich to 
Lord Fairfax, inclosing a petition from the inhabitantt, 
" thu liberty might be granted to the Bay and Say 
Makers in the town to have a free trade with London 
during the Siege," received for answer : that they should 
have considered this, and diven other inconveniences of 
war, before they admitted the forces in their town: 
that the present interruption of their trade was brought 
upon them not by his default, but by those whom the 
town had harboured; and that to grant liberty of trade 
to persons besieged, was such a motion as was never 
graaled: That there were with him sundry gentlemen 
of quality, and towns-men of good estates and eminent 
in trade, who offered to buy all the bays and says in the 
town at the usual prices, and to pay for them, within a 
fortnight ailer the town should be rendered, o;- quitted 
to him: And, though it were without example to a 
besieged town, yet he would give leave for their commo- 
dities to be brought to Lexden Heath near the town, to 
be bargained, or returned back, as there should be 
occasion. 

About the 20th of June, several gentlemen were 
dispatched away privately by the Royalists, with com- 
missions to raise men for the King, in Suffolk, Norfolk, 
and Cambridgeshire. But the country forces, (that had 
lately joined the Pailiamentarians from the towns on 
the Stour,) having broken down all the bridges over that 
river, mid left a guard to keep a strict watch at the 

* TbvM lattBS of Iba Iradcn of Iha tmiaa ns both adsi, whioh 
■nj In Ihoaghl inHiuaBtij (nrimii to muTWI' Uwir inMrtioa at 
t^;lh, an siren hj Koiu^ tnm " Papara priatad by Aatboritj.'* 
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pMses— moTeover, Mene« Fort being in the hands of 
the enemy — not ■ puMige v&s lefi open for them. 
Contequently they returned, through the quarters of 
their opponents, to the town; being so fbrtun»t« as to 
regain it in safety, without the loss of a man. The 
next uight, parties of hone and foot were boldly lent 
out to search the hundred of Tendring for pTorisions; 
and returned, without loss, the day following, with an 
hundred sheep and sixty oxen, all of which were de- 
livered over to the Commissary for the general use. 
Animated by this success, parties were tent out on 
several successive nights, which continued to add piou* 
sions to the public store. 

Two or three days after, a rising to assist the besieged 
took place in the surrounding country; but those 
concerned in it had very nearly been betrayed by their 
captain into the hands of the prevailii^ power. But his 
designs being discovered, the enraged countrymen made 
him their prisoner, till the pleasure of Sir Charles 
Lucas, who had commissioned him, should be known. 
Wiih information to this effect, they sent an earnest 
request to Sir Charles, that he would dispatch a party 
to conduct them into the towit. A party was accord- 
ingly drawn out, who, muching from the place in the 
night, returned, after a week's absence, with their new 
friends; conducting them in safety through the quarters 
oi the Suffolk foot, who had establiiihed themselves at 
Alile-End, and by North-Bridge^ 

Again, a night-pany was dispatched, which, march- 
ing outat North-Gate, sallied through the Suffolk forces, 
and returned in the morning, with the loss of only two 
roen; — a loss that was considered fully recompensed by 
iu procuring present subsistence for numbers; as this 
party brought hack with them mora than fifty oxen and 



V Google 



JIB HISTORY OP 

cowi, beiidei sheep, some ccnti, uid othrr provnimu. 
More might have beeo obtained, had Sir Cbarlet Lucu 
permitted them to drive the cattle flf any but thoM 
he knew to be enemiet: but this tendemest of hit to 
bis countrymen proved a great injury to his caute, «i 
no opportunity of procuring tucfa supplies occurred 
afterwards, through the daily narrowing of the houndi 
in which they were confined by the Parliamentarians. 
The latter, indeed, were greatly incensed by the reflec- 
tion, that they had allowed the besieged repeatedly to 
■ally through their very quarters, and return safe. 
The Hithe, however, was yet secured tp the Royalist*, 
by a guard ; and necessaries, of vaiioui kinds, were stiU 
daily sent thence to the town. 

On some occasions, the irruptions of the besieged, and 
their afiairs with the enemy without the place, were not 
attended with such fortunate results ; as may be seen 
from the ftJlowing incidents, chiefly collected from the 
" Diary." June 22, The ParliamentMians were indus- 
triously at work upon "Col. Ewer's fort, near the Shepen; 
which 100 of the Royalists sallied out in the night to 
view, but were instantly beaten in again. However, their 
cannon killed two of the besiegers." On the 26th, the 
besieged being drawn " out in Crouch Street, (which, 
though without the walls, was still in their possession,) 
a party of Col. Barkstead's foot beat them out of their 
hedges, and from their court of guard, fired the guard- 
house, and brought away the hour-glass by which they 
stood sentry." Wednesday, the 28th., " early in the 
morning, the besieged, with a party of horse, attempted 
the Parliamentarians' horse-guards near St. Mary's, and 
ihot a scout, but were instantly beaten back." The 
day following, as (he besiegers were busied in construct- 
ing a new fort, called Barkstead's Foit, on the west 
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Mde of MaMoo Luw, the RojaluU having greatly 
annoyed them, nM only with their cudob, but with 
■mall shot from Sir Harbotlle GrinkBton'a home, ^nhich 
■tood ia the mburbi, and had been foimerly a monas- 
tery of Crouched Friars,) General Fairfax brought hit 
great gum to bear upon the mansion of Sir Harbottla 
in luch a manner, that they ahot " through and 
through" it, and obliged its occupants to retreat^ 
though leisurely, and not till after they had set tba 
house on fire. " At night they also fired Mr. Barring- 
ton's house," (south of the towa, and on the spot where 
Mr. Wiusley afterwards founded his Hospital;^ and "a 
party of their horse advancing over East Bridge," fell 
into an ambuscade of the enemy's dragoons; when 
" IJeut.-Col. Hatcher, abd divers 'other officers and 
soldiers of the Royalists, were slain." 

July 1st. " Col. Whaley possessed himself of Green- 
Stead Church," the parochial edifice of one of the 
out-parishes of Gcdchester, and erected a strong battery 
in the chtirch-yanL Oo the 5th, the Royalists published 
a proclamation, issuing from their council of war, calling 
uptm all such towns-men, " as would serve upon the 
line for the security of the town, to enlist themselves 
for the service under the several captaim and officera 
who sbuuld be deputed by Sir Charles Lucas to com* 
mand them; and all othen, to bring in their arms to 
be delivered into the magazine :" further ordering, "that 
those who refused to enlist themselves, should not keep 
any arms in their houses, on pain of death, and for* 
feiture of iheir goods to the benefit and use of the 
town."* The necessity for this proclamation and order 
on the part of the Royalists' council, must be admitted 
to speak far more forcibly, astu the real coldness and 
• Csrtor. 
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backwardQMi of the inltabittntt in their tervjce, thui 
the tamt Royaliits' late politic praiies of the " good 
town'e," and its " kindDewe," " loyalty," »ai " fidelity," 
ID their letter to Furfax. 

About this lime, the approaches of the betiegen had 
gredu&Uy brought them into such near neighbourhood 
with the place, notwithitanding the daily talliea and 
■kirmishes with them at all pmiitt from within, tliat 
they '* fell into East Street," which extends into the 
country from East Bridge, and, seiziug the mill on the 
river, planted a guard there. This guard, in hopes of 
firing all that part of the street betwixt them sod the 
town, because many of the Royalists both quartered and 
guarded in it, set fire to a neighbouring tanner's house 
and bam, by whicli all the goods of the poor man, 
together with his stock of leather and com, were 
consumed : they began to be very troublesome besides 
to Che guuds of the Royaliits. Upon which, at the 
next council of war, a resolution was taken for " a 
grand sally on that part of the town ; which nas accord' 
ingly performed. Sir Charles Lucas commanding in 
chief, at the head of the horse, and Sir George Lisle 
heading the infantry. The whole party consisted of five 
hundred of the latter, and two hundred of the fanner; 
out of which a forlorn being selected, was ordered to 
commence the attack. With a very gallant alacrity the 
command was obeyed, and the success of this first 
movement was astonishing. The enemy's guard, being 
posted on the farther side of the river, on both sides of 
the street, and with a barricado across the way in the 
centre, " with their chase-shot from their drakes, and 
small shot from the barricado and guard-houses, they 
played very thick" n^n the advancing Royalistsi 
tvbo, for their part, had " no other passage over the 
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livei than & foot-bridge, die end whereof reached 
wilhin five feet of the enemy's barricade :" but the 
brkve forlorn, " as if it had been only a sporting ikir- 
miih among tame soldiers at a general muster, regarded 
it not, and, running in a single file over the bridge, and 
some for haste through the river, mounted their barri- 
cado, and beat the enemy off in an instant ; and having 
ouce gained that, overturned the drakes, and charged 
upon other parties that still fired at them in the street, — 
surrounding them, — who, having neither possibility of 
relief, retreat, or escape, yielded upoD quarter: so they 
took the Captain, Lifurenant, Ensign, and about eighty 
private soldiers, with all the other inferior officers." 
The remainder of the Royalists then marching up, the 
entire street, with the adjacent houses, which bad been 
almost foil of the Pftriivnent's soldiers, was cleared of 
thera: "which gave so great an alarm to all their 
.leaguer, that they immediately rallied together all the 
foot and horse on that side of the river, and marched 
down the hill from behind the (east) windmill, to the 
top of another hill (near St. Anne's) in a very full and 
orderly body ; leaving only their colours and pikes, with 
a reserve, behind the windmill." But the Royalists, 
having by this time nearly gained the top of the hill on 
which their enemies had thus taken post, continued 
their charge, and with such effect, that they quickly 
forced them to a disorderly retreat, in which " the 
fields were overspread with confused and dispersed 
soldiers both of horse and foot" 

Funniag their advantage, the Royal party now 
attacked the reserve and colours left on the second 
hill, behind the windmill, and forced them also to quit 
their ground and disperse themselves: when, as a last 
resource, the FwlioioeiitariaDs, having divided their 
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hotM into three sqiudroni, contrived with one of these 
to make « stand, while the other two wheeled up and 
down, beating up' and rallying the infantry as they ran, 
till the latter were in a manner compelled by thrir 
comrades to avail thenuelvei of the shelter of a vay 
thick hedge, behind which they fonned. Meantime, *a> 
tisGed with thdr victory, the main bedy of the Royalists 
had begun their return to the town; though a party of 
them, who were infantry, " more out of heat of courage 
thui mature policy," continued advancing, till they 
gained an old thin hedge opposite that behind which 
the enemy were posted. Herp they renewed their fire, 
while a body of the Parliament's hone hovered about, 
as if irresolute whether or not to attack them. Unfor- 
tunately for this advanced band of Royalists^ a foolish 
exclamation from one of them for more ammunition 
being heard by the watching cavalry ; who, immediately 
judging them ail to be deficient in that article, whicl)^ 
was in truth the case, made a furious charge through 
th$ hedge, and either killed or captured nearly the 
whole party. Perceiving what Lad happened, the 
retiring main body faced about, as the Parliamentarians 
again advanced, and " received their charge with such 
an undaunted retort, that they forced them once more 
to a speedy retreat, and so marched easily into the 
town again, in very good order.*^ 

From an acliou thus hardly maintained, the Royalists 
naturally derived rather considerable loss ; which it is 
v«iy probable thej under-rated at " one Captain, one 
lieutenant, and about thirtyt private soldiers, who were 
taken at the broken hedge," besides killed and wounded. 

• UilIbavCartiT'i " Tmc RilatioB ;'' fron whiok ill tke pua|«S 
belwetB iavCTltd coDmu, nlitidt lo th!i eoalell, *n tXtiacUi, 
t The " Disr;" Hji tlg^- 
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In the hut af the fight, Sir Geoi^e Li>l« w«s mad* 
« prisoner, but inunediiUety afbenrordi rescued. Of ths 
PariiAmentariaiu, ■ccording to M. Carter, upnrdi of 
eighty* were brought into the town priuMien, «ud be- 
tween two Bad three hundred killed. Of their wounded, 
veiy few, it ii nid, recovered; either owing to the neg- 
lect of the lurgeoiis, or to the leverity of the weather, 
which wu remarkably cold and rwny for the leuon of 
the ye«r. It waa asserted by some, that the whole Ion 
to the Partiament's forces by this affair, was not less 
duui five hundred men; beudes many that deserted 
them on occasion of it, and came over to the town, 
while others stole away to their homes. 

After this sally, the covntiymen who had joised 
Fairfax " begaa to be displeased. with the service, and 
thought It hard Aaty to lie so long in the trenches, and 
were glad to entertain all comers, who would perform 
their duty for them, allowing them ten shillings a week 
constant pay to be excused diemselres." Owing to 
which, it was affirmed, that many who came from Lon- 
don, and other places, fully possessed with an intention 
to join the Royalists, but who were unable to pass the 
hostile lines, were induced to close with the offen of 
the Parliament's wearied fiiends; mentally determining, 
however, as they are said to hare declared, to take ths 
first opportunity of an open engagement in the field to 
go over to the King's pany: but such an opportuni^, 
■ nnfortuoately for the loyal resolves that lay without 
iuspicioa in their bosoms, was not permitted to occur. 

On the next night following the sally, the Parliamen- 

lariuH more than restored the original strength of " their 

leaguer" east of the town, and re-possessed themselves 

of iheir guard-houses, and all the ground they had lost, 

« f srlj, sgrMsM; to Ot " tHvj." 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



134 HISTOitV OP 

in East Street. Then again the; began to fire tha 
houaes on the west side of the river, oearett the town; 
but without doing any material injury to the RoyaliMs, 
owing to the exertionB of their guard*, whoae position 
greatly galled the enemy. The next dqect was to 
destroy all the windmills, at which the besieged had 
hitherto ground their com; and this it was uot difficult 
to efiect: but it was contrived also to find " a salve for 
that tore/" for a quanti^ of milt-stones having been 
discovered at the Hithe, which were lying there ready 
for transportation, same of them had been fortunately 
brought into the town, and hone-milts were now erected 
by means of them. Thus were the Parliamentarians 
disappointed in their hopes of occasioning a mutiny 
among the garrison for want oi bread; an event which 
the royal Quartei^Master General considered probable 
taough, had they not been possessed of this alternative, 
unce there were " poisonous incendiaries" to set them on, 
while " the town's-people were always ready Co second 
them." I Aleanwhile, sallies were made almost every 
night; by which some of the eneniy were constantly cat 
off, though not without loss also to the Royalists. The 
besiegers, too, remitted not their exertions, but con- 
tinued to circumscribe the line round the town ; and 
WW threw np hom>works and redoubts to the north, and 
ran a trench to them from the river-side over against 
the hill before'mentioned, called the Warren: by which 
labour they were enabled to bring several great piecea 
to play violently against the Middle-mill upon the river, 
but with little effect. They were ignorant that, had they 
even succeeded in destroying this mill, the only one 
left standing, the previous precautions of the besieged 
would have rendered the achievement unavailing. 
Indeed, by every means, that prudence, heroic cou* 
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rage, And the It^eit setf-<levotioa, couU deyite, were 
tke lafety and lulniMetice of the gwrfison aaA towo 
provided for by its present mililuy occupants. The 
labonn of the Lord Loughborough, though peaceful, ai 
he was Appointed to no military command, deserved for 
him a niche in that temple to future fame, which his 
loyal contemporaries were raising. He " made a most 
laborious toil as pleasing to him aS the lightest recrea- 
tion,'' in undertaking, and continuing throughout, the' 
general care of the provisions for the army: and it was 
an i&tercsting picture presented by this nobleman, when, 
Buuiy tiroes, for half a day together, he would keep " his 
strict eye over both mills and bakers, lest, by indis- 
creet or wilful neglect, uiy inconveniences should 
happen." To such a picture, the Mayor of the town 
afforded a contrast far less pleasing, to all, who, whatever 
m»Y be their own political opinions, love the zealous and' 
disintecested attachment of othen, when their country 
is shaking around them, to tome cause : for, having been- 
commanded by the council of war to raise supplies of 
provision for the townVpeople, and to set up milU for 
griitding their com, " whether out of a rebellious wilful- 
ness, or sottish simplicity," he " nuher desired to hasard 
the starving them ;" conceiving, out of the mean wiles 
of an obstinately petty soul, " that, by the violent inst^- 
gation of unmerciful hunger, they would be urged to a 
mutiny in the town, whereby the enemy might take 
hold of the confusion; — for, notwithstanding all threats, 
and daily urgencies from the Lord Loughborough and 
Sir Charles Lucas, he still neglected to provide com 
for those who had none, or mills to grind for those who 
had yet some left."*—" Whereupon, the poor of the 
town, having quite exhausted their pronsion, began to 
■ Carttr. 
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throng together, mtking great clunotiii, and exclain»> 
tioni of their being ill used, and, falling into necenitf, 
their belliet KHimling alarma to their mouths, made their 
nouthi instrumenti to thunder their wants to the «an 
of the officer* of the army," while, however, they " did 
not at all reflect on the Mayor and oBicen of the town. 
But Sir Charlei Lucaa, at the next council of war, cou- 
miierating them a* hb own town'i-bom people, petitiomd 
dte Lords that they might have tome com delivered 
diem out of the general ttore-houw; which was aa 
nadily granted as mentioned, am) an order immediately 
^tod; by which the commiiuries were appointed to 
delitet to every family, according to the numher of 
people in it, a certain proportion of bread-corn, which 
amounted in the whole to 300 quarten of wheat and 
rye: the want whereof proved lo great an inconveni' 
•ncy to ourtelvei, Uiat half titat quantity would have 
supported ua till we had obtained better conditi<His from 
the enemy than we did."* 

July 18th, at a council of war, the following Decl»' 
ntion was proposed, and, meeting the general assent, 
was ordered to be dispersed at widely as under existing 
circumstances was pomblo, " a> also in the enemy 'a 
leaguer." 

" The Declaration of His Excellency Geei^e Lord 

Goring, Earl Qf Norwich, with die Gentlemen and 

Freeholders of the counties of Kent and Essex, in 

Arms for the prosecution of their General Petition 

and Solemn Engagement; as also their Offer unto 

all such Officers and Soldiers as shall join (hem. 

" Could prosperity make us insolent, this overture 

should he the story of our present fortunes: how 

numerous, bow unanimous, how associated, and how 

• Cirttr. 
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befriended, have we been in our undertakings! In a 
word, Heaven seems pleased with our proceedings, and 
earth conspires for our delirerancel Consider with 
what resolution we have acted in times of despair, and 
raised ourselves to the present height out of nothing 1 
Consider also, that we still move with the same resolu- 
tion, and are yet &vaured and encouraged by the lame 
Prondence who at first raised us. 

" In this condition, gentlemen and fellow-subjects, we 
talutfl you in a umper of pure love and Christianity; 
disengaged, I assure you, from any interest whatever, 
or mixture of rerenge or fear. Peace is the end we 
aim at, and proposed at first to accomplish our designs 
in a peaceable manner, if it were possible so to do. 

" We have compassionately considered the number 
of innocent souls, who have been seduced by the impos- 
ture of a pretended liberty, and the many who have 
been brought infi> ernoeous an^ unfortunate engagements 
by their necessities; all of whom must certainly perish, 
if not preserved by this now only remaining expedient : 

" Therefore, whatever Officer 01; Soldier now in arms 
against us, shall, on or before the 21st day «f this 
iosunt July, repair unto us, or join any part of our 
forces, and with them enter upon action, and not 
proceed against us for the future, shall have bis or their 
arrears paid unto him or them : and we do further 
hereby oblige ourselves to intercede to hb most sacred 
Mqesty for an Act of Indemnity; and we do not in die 
least doiibt but our most gracious sovereign the King 
will immediately grant the same; and, for the perform* 
ance hereof on our part, we tie our honors and the 
£uU) of the county: vowing withal, that we deagn no 
alteration, either in church or commonwealth, but such 
as this present Parliament bath declared and allowed to 
be the duty of good christians and loyal subjects," 
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The next considerable undertaking irfthe Putiament* 
ariaiu, was the reducdnn of the Hithe, where the 
besieged had a guard in the church, with a imKll fort. 
Captain Honmuider, who commanded the guard, 
surrendered at fint light of the enemy, without firing 
a musket; for hii want of presence of mind, or of 
courage, in which, many reflectiont were passed on 
him by his party. However, the place having been 
previously drained of nearly every thing of any value 
to the Jloyalisb, they little regretted its capture: on the 
contrary, they were disposed to rejoice at their good 
fortune in preserving it so long; since, without the 
supplies it had afforded them, they could not have held 
the town ten days. The ignorance or negligence of 
Fair&x, in regard to the uses msde by the besieged of 
this post, is truly surprising: from the first day of the 
siege, he might have made himself its master, without 
power of prevention by tl^e Royalists; as, in its defence, 
they must have haiarded a geiieral action without the 
walls, which they justly conudered it their strongest 
policy to avoid. , 

July 15. Lord Fairfax lent offers of iiottoaraife coadi- 
fsoHf to the totditrt of the garrison, if they would sturen' 
der, or quit the service. Upon which, the Lords Norwich 
and Capel, and Sir Charles Lucas, returned an answer 
under their own bands, " That it was not hmamaUe, 
nor agreeable to the uu^ of war, to oSet conditions 
separately to the soldiers, exclusive of their officers:" 
and they accompanied the expression of this sentiment 
with a civil intimation to his lordship, that, if he sent 
any more such messages or proposals, he must not 
take it ill should they hang the messenger. The same 
evening, being convinced by this and many other 
evidences, that it was the intention of Fair&x, in case he 
obtained the mastery, to deny the leaden and principals 
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of the rayal party that mercy, wbich the numbers or the 
private soldiers would, in their case, in some measure 
compel him to; it was resolved in council, that all the 
volunteers of the garrison, together with the greater paif 
of the horse, should attempt to "break through the 
leaguer," and, ifthey could accomplish that, proceed by 
Hnyland Bridge into Suffolk, and thence northwards 
to join and hasten the relief, which, they had been 
secretly assured, iras approaching under the command 
of Sir Marmaduke Langdale. It was considered that, 
by adopting this course, the garrison left behind, being 
relieved from the necessity of maintaining so many men 
and horses, would be enabled to hold out the longer: 
whereas the stores beiug now nearly exhausted, the 
want of subsistence, if all remained in the town, must 
very speedily do the work of the enemy. Perhaps it 
was further trusted, that should Fairfax even succeed 
in reducing the place before succours could arrive, he 
would deal leniently with his prisoners, on finding them 
to consist only of those to whom he had Just oSeri'd 
" honourable conditions." But whatever were the result, 
since there was no parity in the expected after-fate of 
these gentlemen and the common-soldiers, in the event 
of their abiding a parity of warlike fortunes, neither 
justice nor honoiir could take reasonable offence at an 
effort to avert deslruction from themselves, by a. method 
that at once promised the readiest deliverance to their 
comrades, and the greatest good to the geueral cause. 
In this light, even their contemporary enemies appear 
to have considered the undertaking in band ; for we hear 
not of their attempting to impugn, oa this occasion, 
the motives by wbich the Royalist commanders were 
actuated. 

Late in the night, the horse, and all others who were 
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intended fo take part in the enterprise, assembled m Ibe 
Castle Yard; together with a party .of foot, amd some 
pioneers, who were to aSsist, the former in forcing the 
enemy's line, the latter in opening the hedges, and 
levelling the banks, for the passage of the cavidry. 
Every thing being arranged, they marched down to iht 
river by the Middle Mill, where they crossed the stream, 
knd came within reach of the ParliamenUrians' centinela, 
without discovery: but precisely at this juncture, and 
when every thing affisrded a fwr prospect of success, 
the "guides and pioneers, who were for the most part 
town's-men, agrt-eably to a plotted combination amongst 
them, ran away immediately, the night being dark."* 
This treachery led to a general retreat; the enemy, who 
■were now alarmed, attempting to pursue; but, through 
mistake, imagining the Royalists to have retired over 
Korth Bridge, they puraued in a wrong direcUon, while 
the party, without losing a man, returned into the town. 
Enraged at their own error, the Parliamentaiians then 
set fire to all the houses without the bridge, and 
completely consumed thera. A battery being shortly 
afterwards erected at the ford by the Middle Mill, to 
prevent future attempts of the same kind, all idea of 
escaping in this manner was abandoned. Having by this 
time drawn their line very near the Lord Lucas's seat on 
St. John's Green, the besiegers brought up two demi- 
cannons, under the shelter of an old wall, and some 
buildings, (which were probably the existing garden-wall, 
and remains of the out-buildings, of the ancient monas- 
tery) and commenced battering it. Their shot was 
principally directed against the Gate House, one side 
of which they brought to the ground ; and firing at the 
same time several grenadoes, many of the guard within. 
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which consi3te<l of ttn hundred musqueteen, were bu- 
ried in (he stones and dust: while tho rest, nnable to 
wilhsland the shock, betook themselves to their swords, 
and the butt-cuds of their muskets, and fought hard froni 
place to place, until most of them contrived to escape, 
some through the wicket of the gate, others out of the 
windows, or by the breaches made in the walls of the 
edifice. The ofBcen all "forced their liberty with the 
points of their swords, and came off safe." At least, 
this is the Royalists' account; but their opponents assert 
the house to have been blown up by the fall of their 
grenadoes into the magazine, and most of its defenders 
buried in the ruins. Again, the Parliamentarians are 
silent, relative to some exceedingly disgraceful proceed- 
ings, on becoming possessed of the house, imputed 10 
their party: such as entering the vault of the Lucas 
family, and brulishly mangling the remains of their 
ancestors, &c. Nor is there less contraries in the 
narrations of the lim sustained by the besiegers upon 
this occasion. 

At the next council of war, horn reflecting upon the 
emptiness of the provision maga^nes, and the nearly 
total dearth of flesh-meat, it began to be meditated to 
make a selection of " those Aorta which were fitting 
for the soldiers to eat." Accordingly, all the horses of 
the garrison were collected in the Castle-Yard, after 
orders given that no officer whatsoever should conceal 
any horse belonging to him, upon pain of its immediate 
forfeiture for slaughter: when one animal in three from 
every troop was delivered to the Commissary, to be 
killed, and distributed to the men for food. One horse 
" was roasted whole, near North Gale, to make the 
soldiers merry at their entrance into such diet." Many 
desertions from the garrison took place in consequence 
K 3 
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of these severe privationi; yet the genenltty cheerfully 
submitted to them; and by this firmness, and the 
knowledge which was spread of their quiet submissioii 
to feed on horse-flesh, greatly staggered the besiegers' 
ho[>es of a speedy surrender. 

July is. Lord Fairfax sent a tminpeler, to propose 
an exchange of prisonen; offering the Lord Capel's 
son for one, and Mr. Asbbumhani in lieu of Sir William 
Masham, (who was one of the Chelmsford Committee ;) 
but the council unanimously rejected the proposal, on 
the ground that the Parliament's General continued 
to " refuse conditions to the chief gentlemen of the 
garrison." Lord Capel, in particular, replied, that it 
was inhuman in the Lord Fairfax to surprise bis son, 
who had not been in arms, and make offer of Lira to 
insult a father's affection : that he might murder his son^ 
if be pleased: he (Lord Capel) would leave his blood to 
be revenged as Heaven should give op^rtunity. While 
the Earl of Norwich sent word, that, as Fairfax had 
reduced the King's servants to the condition of eating 
horse-flesh, the prisoners also should feed as they fed. 

>" Now, upon the last search which was made in the 
townVmcn's bouses and shops for all things eatable, very 
little corn was found ; in some houses not above a peck, 
in some two; in some none, or scascely any flesh: yet 
there was a good quantity of spice and oil, which, as far 
at it would hold out, proved very useful to eat with the 
horse-flesh. Some starch was also found, which was 
preserved, and the same made very good puddings.'** 

July S6. The Parliamentarians began to battfr the 

town-walls, especially on the west side, from St. Mary's 

to the North Gale ; and gave other serious indication* 

of intending a storm. But meeting with a repulse 

* Ciitw. 
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in tt preliminiry attack n|K)n the Middle-IVfill, from a 
party which marched down and drove them back to 
their quarters, they gavi^ over the design for diat 
time, and did not resume it afterwards.' Next day, 
a luccessful sally was made upon a party who had 
eftabliehed themselves in some redoubts between Mag- 
dalen Street and the wall ; and from this time daily sallies 
were made, at one point or other, until th& termination 
of the Siege. 

On the Sunday following, an exchange was allowed 
to take place, of Mr. Ashburnham, a servant of the 
King, for Sir William Masham, the Parliamentary 
Committee-man. Narrating this exchange, Matthew 
Carter lakes the opportunity to refute an aspersion cast 
upon the RoyaHst gentlemen, that they had placed the 
Committee who were in durance to them "just upon 
line, because they should be killed by the impartial 
shot of their friends." He curiously adds, " I confess, 
that once or twic4|the tap of the house wherein they 
were confined, was shot through with great shots from 
the leaguer: whereupon, they sent a special message to 
the Lord Fairfax, to let him know what house they lay 
in, and desired him that he would not shoot that way I 

* " Tha feUawing u»id«nt bappcaad in Ibe attuk. to ui Eaagn 
Id iMT gavd, (■! Ids Hill,) ia Cokmal TiU'a ragiauBl, lit. Ue wu 
ihol tbrmgh the boAj, u at oae lida and aul at iIm other, with a 
fire-piHUd bdlal; after nhioh ha neat (nnn the guard to bia qurtsn 
is tbahaaitorthatownibftha help or<MW«a1dieToaIj,i>hD ladbin, 
the ballet bangiag bj hia aide ia bia ikia ; and being laid db bii bed, 
thsbailMbcokaoat, ud oanied with itbiilutipirili oflifa; giiing 
kJM time la bnatb* oat this aipraaaiDD dbIj : ' Oil I that I had been 
■bat with BJ oolonn in nj baad; thai, niriing njiclf la them, I 
Higbl have ao died, bj frienda might bare bElieied I raallj lorad 
the King, aDd tbat I tired, aad oheaiflillj dnd, in bla aid mf 
eoBBlrj't aerrioa.' "— C(r<er> 

K 3 
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But (fail «H very empty, for uliat house in tbe town 
could be secure from the firef They should have 
gotten an order of Parliament, that the bullets should 
not have dared to molest them, if they did fly that wayf 

August 2. Itliserable was now the condition both of 
the >garrison and inhabitants of Colchester; and the 
cavalry horses, desliued to become the future food of 
the soldiers, were not in a less wretched plighL But 
since to preserve the lives of these animals was even- 
tually to preserve those of their masters, the most 
strenuous exertions were made to procure them sus- 
tenance : the men going out in parties, expressly to cut 
grass for them, while companies of their comrades 
occupied the enemy by a continued fire. In an 
employment so full of danger, many of the garrison 
were killed: nor was it resorted to, until all the thatch 
fi:om the houses, and boughs of the trees, had been 
eaten up. Numbers continually avAiled themselves of 
every opportunity to leave the pl#e; either finding 
aome mode of passing the besiegers' guards, or, upon 
their surrender, being supplied with passes. The 
lown's-people, sufieriog as they were under the most 
horrible distresses, began to be very troublesome to the 
soldiers; and on the 7th, the Mayor and Aldermen 
waiting upon the General, requested that they might 
send to Lord Fairfax, to ask his permission for the 
inhabitants to leave the town, that they might not all 
perish with hunger. Lord Norwich readily granted 
them leave to prefer this petition ; but Lord Fairfax not 
only refused its prayer, but gave directions to his army 
all round the line to fire upon the inhabitants, should 
the garrison attempt to force them from the town. 

And now began horse-flesh to be ;nore precious to 
the stwiug Royalists, than the choicest viands had been 
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foimeily: the aimy io general, and all the officers and 
genlleiinen, from the lords donn to the lowest soldier, 
eating nolhing cite, (of animal food,) unless it were cats 
and dogj. And so great was the UDivenal necessity, 
that theitoiMS were not secure in their stables ; some 
being purloined, and knocked. on the head, every night, 
Jind afterwards sold by the pound in the shambles. 
Nor, in a short time, was there a dog left in the place; 
it being a custom with the soldiers to reserve part of 
their scanty allowance of bread, and with a morsel of it 
entice uiy dog they could discover in the streets till it 
came within leach; then, killing it with the butt- 
ends of their muskets, they carried it off to their 
quarten. Six shillings were known to be given for the 
side of a dog, and even that a small one. Still, the 
reaolutian of the garrison in general, to hold out to the 
last, was uoconquerable : hope still flattered them with 
the possibility of eventual deliverance, as both the 
Scotch and English Royalists were known to be in forco 
.in Lancashire. 

The besiegers, therefore, finding that every warlike 
elfoil to subdue the town, had been, and was even yet 
likely to be, unattended with success, at length had 
recourse to petty stratagems, hoping by them to work 
up the minds of the soldiers to mutinous resolutions 
against their commanders. They procured iuieUigence 
to be circulated among them of pretended victories 
over the Scots,. Ate; and bylibeb against the officers, 
|Hivately dispersed by means of. women who were 
peimitted tocome into the town, endeavoured to disgust 
ihem with their duties. Next, they shot arrows over 
the walls, with papers attached to tbem, on which were 
written promises to the men, that, -if they would desert 
Ike town, they shuuld have fair quarter, pardon for the 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



lae HISTORY OP 

past, and liberty to go to their hornet, without being 
rifled of what they possessed, or in aiiytriae injured, 
by the Parliament's army. But these offen had very 
little, if auy, effect upon the garrison, whose fortitude 
appeared to increase with their difficulties: and when 
ftgun arrows were shot into the town, bearing with them 
both a repetition of such proposals, and threats of 
denying quarter to all who should not quit their officers 
by a certain day, the soldiers returned them to the lines, 
with accompaniments very strongly indicative of their 
contempt. 

August 12. The people of the town asiembled in 
crowdi about the General's quartets, clamouring for a 
surrender: the women and children, in particular, threw 
themselves on the ground before the guard, with frantic 
outcries for bread. The soldien made the men retire 
by blows; butfound it impossible to rid themselves of 
the females, who dared them to fire their pieces, ex- 
claiming that they had rather be shot than starred. 
When this scene had been repeated several evening*, 
the commanders, greatly affected with the sight of such 
heart-rending distresses, resolved in council to make 
application to Fairfax fur twenty days cessation of hos- 
tilities, and passes for a certtdn number of gentlemen to 
proceed to Sir Marmaduke Langdale, in order to ac- 
quaint themselves with his actuiU condition; accompft- 
nying this application with an engagement to surrender 
at the expiration of the time named, if it proved true 
that Sir Marmaduke was not on his advance to Colche^ 
ter, and that no hopes of aid from any other quarter 
remained. A trumpeter was dispatched with a letter 
to this purport; but the requests were peremptorily 
denied; and Fairfax intimated that be would be in the 
(own in person io leis than twenty days, by which the 
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besieged concluded him to be prepkring for another 
attempt to ttorm. Lord Norwich, therefore, sent him 
word, that fae, and his fellow officers, were willing, in 
compassion to the town's-people, to lurrender upon 
hoDonrable terms; but with regard to the threatened 
itonn, they were fully prepared for it, let him cotne 
wheD he pleased. Fairfax returned no answer to this 
until the 20th, when he sent what he termed his lost 
offers of mercy; which were these: that, upon a peace- 
able surrender, allrfhe private soldiers, and the officers 
under the degree of captain in comroission, should have 
their lives, be exempted from plunder, and be allowed 
passes to proceed to their respective dwellings ; hut that 
all the captain* and superior officers, with all the Lords 
«nd gentlemen, whether volunteers or in commission, 
must surrender at discretion, with an engagement only 
that they should not be plundered by the soldiers. These 
offers were immediately rejected. 

August 21. The town's-people renewing their out- 
cries for a surrender, and for bread, the commanders 
ordered one of the gates to be set open, and gave them 
live leave to quit the place, should it prove in their 
power: numbers ventured, accordingly, to the enemy's 
camp; but the out-guards firing upon them, as they 
had been ordered, ihey retreated with precipitation, and 
the gate was agun opened to receive them. The stores 
were now reviewed foe the last. time: when it waa 
found, thaf there remained not ammunition enough to 
maintain a two hours' fight with the ^emy, in the 
event of a storm being attempted, nur bread sufficient 
to last the army mare than two or three days; while 
that nearly all the horses had already been slaughtered. 
Indeed, the dismoutUed troopers had now for some lime 
been corps of infantry, armed with scythes, a quantity 
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<rf which were fouDd in Ibe town, affixed to ling tUvcs; 

while their officers, with ■hooldered hslbeits, headed 
them on foot: the ready seal of Lord Capel led his 
lo be promioeDt in thi> lurrender of hii digni^ to the 
anticipated good effects of example. 

Eveiy commander, and, apparently, every pdvata 
aoldier, was still reaolute to abide the expected tfonn, 
and die with arm* in bn hafid», ntber than yield: but 
the Mayor and Aldermen, with the inhabitanta in 
general, once agun petitioning the council to treat 
with the enemy, they sent Dr. GlisMm, » physician 
of the town, to propose uticlei to Fairfax. But the 
Doctor returning with an auiwer from iVat General, to 
the effect that "the besieged having held out so long 
against him, the utmost they might now expect &um 
him was to be permitted to surrender at mercy, the 
common soldien and inferior (dScers alone beingallowed 
to return to their homes," the resolution was once more 
taken to resist to the last, and brave all consequences. 
What especially confirmed Fairikx in this ir«exorable 
mood, was information which at the moment teached 
faim, that the united Scots and English Royalists in L«it- 
cashire had received a total defeat from the Parliament's 
forces under Cromwell. 

August 23Dd, early in the morning, more arrows 
were shot inio the town, from various parts of the 
enemy's line, with papers attached to them, on which 
appeared the following: 

" August 31, l6iS. Whereas on Sunday last, in a 

letter to the Lord Goring,* Lord Capell, and SirCharles 

Lucas, ConditioDS were offered to all private soldiers, 

and inferior officen under Captains, to have liberty to 

• Hii LdTdthip «u not sllowed hii titlg of Etrl rf' Ktrmck hj 
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go to their ^verdl homei, without iiyury or violence; 
and all luperior Officen, Lords, and Gentlemen, to 
ttubmit to Mercy: and where&s the uune hath been 
concealed from the Souldier* and inferior Officers afore- 
■aid:* Nevertheless, if ihey will before Thursday next 
lay hold on the said Conditioni, and come away in a 
body from the enemy, the same Conditions shall be 
performed to them which have been offered; but in 
case they shall suffer the Town's People, (whom we 
will n<^ receive) to be turned out of the town, and 
■uffer them to perish under the Walls, they must ex- 
pect no Mercy : and if the Town's-men in arms shall 
joyne with the soldiery, in coming forth in a body as 
aforesaid, they shall also be free from violeuce." 

The hopes entertained from this stratagem by the 
Parliamentarians, are sufEciently apparent; but, like 
all their precursors of the same kind, they were destined 
to be dia^pointed. New propositions bad been the 
day before submitted from the council to Fairfax by 
Dr. Glisson, who was on this occasion accompanied by 
one of the Chelmsford Committee; when the more 
ostensible object of these gentlemen had been to mediate 
for the towns-people with the General; but the latter 
sent no other reply, thau that " he had given a former 
account of what conditions he would grant; and those 
be would stand to, and no other need be expected." 

The meanest of the soldiery had as yet maintained a 
strict obedience to their officere' commands, and uncor- 
ruptedly withstood all the political engines the enemy 
had employed to alienate them from their duty. 'And 
DOW, by the seemingly unalterable severity of the 
foe, the resolutions of all were infUmed to the 

* A* tha Partiusnliriwn (HlUvad, Erom nwia hirlif be«o tnnd 
lo IsLa >dTutt{a of Oiair pnpouli 
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cxecuijon of some despenUe project, the issue of which 
should be deliveniDce or death. And ihw all, of every 
rank, might unite in the performance of some such de- 
sign, with the affection and confidence of brethren, the 
ofiicen and gentlemen drew up and signed the following 
engagement, which was published throughout the 
garrison. 

" We whose names are hereunto written, do, in the 
presence of Almighty God, protest against all conditions, 
which are or shall be sent from the enemy, by which 
our liberties may be infringed, and our honors blemish* 
ed> And we do upon our honors, solemnly engage 
ourselves not to desert one another, nor (he foot-soldiers, 
till, by God's assistance, we have forced our passage 
through all that shall oppose us, or to perish in the act; 
which we attest this three and twentieth of August, one 
thousand six hundred and forty-eight.*' 

The next day, the Parliamentarians tent up a paper 
kite, which, alter t>eiDg allowed to hover some time 
over the town, in order that the whole garrison might 
notice it, was suffered to drop into the place; when 
many of the former paper proposals were found 
aGRxed to it, together with a book containing "Tie 
Relation of a great Vxctory over the Scott, and their gene- 
ral Root." Within two hours after this, the enemy fired 
a triumphant volley of great and small shot throughout 
the leaguer; and the shot falling thick into the town, 
excited a general impression that a storm was imme- 
diately to be attempted^ an impression, that gave univei^ 
«at animation to the besieged, as they taw in such an 
attempt a termination to their sufferings, either by death 
or the defeat of their opponents. And indeed they were 
prepared to meet any such enterprise with every specie! 
of deadly resistance, which ingenuity could luggest to 
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tbe heftrt* of desperate men: h&ving, among other 
thiogs, provided a large quantity of pitch, which every 
night was kept boiling in iron cauldrons all round the 
line; together with long ladles, for the purpose of cast- 
ing it over tbe rampart upon the beads of the assailants. 
But the Parliament's General was too politic to risk all 
upon so difficult and dangerous an effort, as storming 
must infallibly have proved ; and be v/us too confident 
besides of a slower but more bloodless victory. Hii ap- 
proaches upon tbe south-east quarter of the town, had 
by this time brought his men so near under the shelter of 
the wall, (yet standing,) that had formerly enclosed St. 
Botolph's Priory garden, that tbe Parliamentarians from 
the trenches, and the Royalists from the line, frequently 
conversed, and, by way of amusement, threw stones 
at each other. 

August 35lh, the council agun met at an early hour, 
and resolved,- as their enemy appeared so backward to 
undertake a storm, if possible to provoke him to it. 
They accordingly sent him word, that "since he de* 
nied to treat upon any conditions that were honourable^ 
notwithstanding that their actions and demeanours in 
the service had been nothing but what became honour 
and fidelity, if be wero pleased to make an attempt of 
attacking them, he should not need to spiing any mine, 
OS he boasted he had already done: but that any gate of 
tbe town he might make choice of should be set open, 
and his entrance disputed aflerwards." 

This message, as may be imagined, produced no 
effect upon the generally imperturbable spirit of Fairfax. 
Whereupon, considering that Cromwell's defeat of tbe 
Royalists in Lancashire bad deprived [hem of their last 
hope of relief, and that provisions remained not for 
more than a day longer, the council of wai came to 
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fiieir final resotution, which was this: to draw the 
vhole garrison oot in arms at th« deadest time of night, 
and, setting two of the gates open, march out, aod 
storm the enemy's line and head-quarters ; thus forcing 
their way through all opposition, or perishing in tha 
attempt And to prevent suspicion on the part of the 
foot-soldiers, that it was the intention of such gentlemea 
as had hones remaining to leave them engaged with 
the enemy while they sought their own safety by flight, 
it was deteimined that all snch should pistol their 
horses at the head of the troops prior to setting out. 
The design being universally agreed upon, and secrecy 
enjoined, the council broke up, and every man betook 
himself to such preparatio:is as he deemed necessary to 
the part he was to perform in the intended enterprise. 
Bag and baggage were very generally determined to be 
left behind: the soldiers rightly concluding, that if they 
gained their hoped-for victory, they could command 
them again, and their enemies to boot, and that if they 
failed, it was certain they would have no farther need 
of them. ' 

It might be difficult to calculate the cbuices of 
success or failure from the resolute prosecution of such 
an undertaking. But too true it is, that, when all things 
were in readiness for the march, disagreement and dis- 
union grew up among the unhappy Royalists, and 
prevented them from making the attempt. Some of the 
officers began to allege many arguments for delay till 
the ensuing night, saying that they should then be in a 
far better condition fur the tvork; and, at their interces- 
sion, it was ^reed to be suspended. But, in the interim, 
the suspicion, whose rise hzid been too justly dreaded, of 
the officers having private intentions in the proposal they 
had made,* unfortunately suggested itself to some oi the 
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private soMiers, and was Tanned by the seiiitiouv sprtita 
of others into the flame of mutiny. This proceeded so 
hi, that many threatened lo cast their officers tnef the 
line, and make articles with the enemy for themselves: 
and though, by the uncommon exertions of the com- 
manders, order and confidence were in great degree 
restored, yet it was judged imprai^cable to execute 
what had been intended, with men, upon whom a just 
reliaticB could not, immediately after such an exfaibilioa 
of reiractoriness, be placed. 

It was resolved, therefore, without farther delay, lo 
dispatch a comp^nt person to Fairfax, with full powen 
to obtain and accept of the best terms for the garrison 
he could. Colonel Tuke, " complete in honour and 
integrity," was selected for this service; who, proceed- 
ing upon the 26lh to the enemy's camp, found (he 
General, (at the instigation, it is said, of his council of 
war,) fallen even from those conditions he had formerly 
offbred. For he declared, that since the inferior officers 
and soldiers had let slip the opportunity of making sepa* 
rateterms with faim, they should now have nothing but fair 
quarter; that the lords, general-officers, captuns, &c. 
should be rendered up to mercy ; that the Committee- 
men under restraint in the town should be forthwith 
released : and, upon consent given to these preliminaries, 
that he would treat for the orderly performance of (he 
fair quarter offered, and as to securing the town from 
plunder. The Colonel arrived late at night in the town, 
with information of his having accepted these hard, 
and (to fellow-subjects and countrymen) insulting terms. 

Next morning, being Sunday the 27th, the Com- 
mittee-men were returned to their party; accompanied 
by Colonel Tuke, and five other officers, who were 
instructed to confirm and sign articles for the surrender. 
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The (oUien of both armies were already mixed together 
at many parts of the line, and no hosliitties committed 
on either side; as if the Royalists had been absolute 
prisoners, although no treaty was actually made. To- 
frards night, the officers returned ; and brought with 
them a copy of the following articles, which were to be 
put in execution the next mornings 

ArticU* agreed vpon Ike S7ti of AugMt, l648, 1^ aid 
bttweene tie Commstiontrt of lot Excellemy lie Lord 
GeneraU Fmrfax, m th' one Part; and the ConautsioHert 
of tie Earl of Norwici, Lord Capell, and Sir Ciarlee 
Jjucat, on tit otier Fart ; for and conceniiig tie Rentk- 
tioK of tie Town and Garrison of Colcketter. 

1. That all the Horses belonging to the Officers, 
SoUldiers, and Gentlemen, Jngaged in Colchester, with 
saddles and bridles to them, shall be brought into Maiiei 
Church-yard, by 9 of the clock to-morrow morning, 
and the spate saddles and bridles into that church, and 
deTivered without wilful spoyle to such u the LoTd 
Generall shall appoint to take charge of them. 

2. That all the Anns, Colours, and Drums, belongiog 
to any of the persons in Colchester above-mentioned, 
shall be brought into &L James' Church, by ten of the 
clock to-morrow morning, and delivered without wilful 
spoyle or embeazlement to such as the Lord Generall 
shall t^poiut to take charge of them. 

3. That all private Souldiers, and Officers under 
C^taines, shall be drawne together into the Fiyen 
Yard, adjoiniug to the East-Gate, by ten of the clock 
to-morrow morning, with their Clothes and Baggage, 
their persons to be rendered into the custody of such as 
the Lord Generall shall appoint to take charge of them i 
and that they shall have faire Quarter, according to tha 
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•xpluutlon made in the tuiiwer to the fint Quere of 
the ComiDiHioneri Itodi Colchester, which is hereunto 
annexed. 

4. That the Lords, and all Captainei, and saperioui 
Officers, and Gentlemen of quality, iagaged in Col- 
chester, shall tie dravrne together to the King's Head, 
with their Clothes and Baggage, by eleven of the 
clock to-morrow morning, and there render themselves 
to the mercy of the Lord General!, into the hands of 
such as he shall appoint to take charge of them, and 
that a list of the names of all the Generall Officers, and 
Field Officers, now in command in the Towne, be sent 
out to the Lord Generall by nine of the clock in the 
morning. 

5. That all the Guards within the Tonne of Colches- 
ter, shall be withdrawne from the IJne, Forts, and other 
places, by eigh.t of the clock to-morrow morning, and 
such as the Lord Generall shall appoint shall thereupon 
come into their rooraes. 

6. That all the Ammunition shall be preserved 
in the places where it lyes, to be delivered to the 
Comptroller of his Exelicncies Traine by ten of the clock 
to-morrow morning; and all the waggons belonging to 
the Souldiery, or Persons engaged, with the Hamesse 
belonging thereunto, shall be brought to some conve- 
nient place neare the Ammunition, to be delivered to 
the same person by the same houre. 

7. That such as are wounded and sick in the Towne, 
shall be there kept and provided for, with accommo- 
dation requisite for. men in their condition, and not 
removed thence untill they be recovered, or able 
without prejudice to their healths to remove, and shall 
have such Cbyrurgions allowed to looke to them as are 
now in the Towne. 
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8. That dl Ordnuce in tlie Towne, with dteir 
sppurtinancei, shall, without wilful spoyle, be left U 
the Mverdl plstformes, or places where they are now 
planted, and so delivered to his Excellencies Guard, 
Aat shall take th« charge of thote places respectively. 

9< That from henceforth there shall be a Ceuatian 
of Arms on both paits, but the Forces within the 
Town to keep their own Guards, and the Lord Generall* 
to keepe theirs, untill they shall be removed according 
to the Articles aforegoing. 

Signed by us, 

Tfae CamniiaioDen an the babilf He ConuaiuroMn on ths bifailr 
of bi( EiHllnsj tb* LoTd ot (be B. ot Nonrieb, Aa L. 

FairfM. C^«l, ud Sir Cbulw I MM 

Tho. Homtwoos William CoMPTo:f 

H. Ireton Ab. SHirMAN 

Tho, Rainsborowe Edw. Hammonq 

Edward Wballet S. Tukb 

Wit. BiATS William Atloffb 

Beau. Guhdok 

J. Sparrow 

Isaac Eweb 

Tho. Cooke 

G. Barnardistok 

(The Queries, widi their answers, alluded to in (he 
foregoing document, were as follow.) 

HekA, Auguu 27, itiM. 

Qwtriet propounded by tie Ctomnuntmerf from Co&Aet- 

ter, to the CoTittmsionen of Mt Excellency the Lord 

Fairfax, upon the Condittoiu srnt irUo the Tovme. 

1. What M meant iy /aire Quarter?— 2. What by 

rendring to Mercyt Answ. Jo the first: By fmre 

Qmrter we uudentand, that with Quarter fur their live* 
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they thall be free from wounding or beating; ihall 
enjoy warroe clothes to cover Ibem «nd keep them 
warme; sball be mainUined with victual! fit for prisonen 
while they aball be kept prisoners. To the 2nd: By 
rendrittg to Marty, we understand, That they be rendred 
or render themselves to the Lord Generall, or whom 
he shall appoint, without certain assurance of Quarter, 
■o a* the Lord Generall may be iree to put torn* 
immediately to tfae sword (if he see cause) although his 
Excellency intends chieQy and for the generality of 
those under that condition, to surrender them to th« 
mercy uf the Parliament and Generall. There hath 
been large experience, neither hath his Excellency 
^ren cause to doubt, of hit civility to such as he shall 
retaine prisonem, although by their being rendred to 
mercy, he stands not engaged thereby. 

(Upon the return of these answers, the Commis- 
riooers from Colchester " propounded these two further 
QusBries.*^ 

1. Whttktr thut that ■axre Mumndred to Mercy, tiaO 
agoji their ntariag chthtt, a* well thote on tAeir backt, 
ai vJuU oihtr change they have? — 2. Whether the NoMe- 
men and Officert shall have vte of their oume Hortet t* 
tie placet vhere they ikall be eon^ned? To which was 
answered by his Excellencies Commissioners. To the 
jirtt: it is intended rhat those who shall be rendred and 
received to mercy, shall enjoy the wearing clothes on 
dieir backs; but for more the Generall will nob be 
ingaged. To the tecond: It is expected (in case of 
surrender upon Treaty) that all Horses as well as Arms 
be delivered up; and for circumstances thereof there 
is to be an Article yet for the Gentlemen and Officers 
under this condition in question: when any of them 
shall be removed to tfae places of confinement, bis 
h 2 
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Excellency will lake care fot Honei to carry them 
(with respect to their qualities) but foi' allowing their 
onne Horses he will not be ingaged. 

AVitli the subscription of these articles ended, alhr s 
defence, in obstinacy seldom paralleled, of 76 days, 
(rackoning from the 13lh of June to the 37th of 
August inclusively) the important and ever memorabie 
Siege of Colchesl«r by the Parliamentarians. When 
the surreuder took place, the quantity of powder 
remaiainfi with the garriiioii did not exceed a barrel 
and a. half; although " many great shot" were found 
ill the Lord Capel's quarters; that unweariedly Eealous 
and disintciiisted nobleman having purchased of the 
soldiers, at the rate of sixpence a-piuce, all they could 
lind of such as had been discharged into the town by 
the enemy, in the hope of returning them to their line 
nith interest. The number of horses to be delivered 
into the hands of the victors, it will be imagined, was 
\ery small; the Commissavy's account, four days prior 
to the termination of the sie'ge, having presented a list 
of 730 killed by hira, and distributed to the soldiers; 
not to mention those that had been stolen out of the 
stables, or tuch as " gentlemen had slaughtered fot 
their own private tables;" which, together, Matthev 
Carter was confident, made the number more than 800. 
The numerical amount of the garrison, at the signature 
of the articles, including the servants of the officers and 
gentlemen, was 3531.* 

• or thcK, til. rolloKiiig {■ ■ Bomplcta liiL NoNnm tadGtm. 
Ilemen: Gcorice Lnrd fioring, Earl ofNorHi.'li; Arthar, Lord Cipal ; 
Henr; Hulingi, Loid LauglibuiDUKb ; (iir CbirJci Lucu, SirGeprsc 
Lille, Sir Wiliiwii Couplon, Sir Bcnmrd GitwiiKnc, Sir Abrehui 
Sbipnu, Sir Joiin Wmn, Sir Lodoi^iak Dyer, Sir Hcorj AplctOB, 
Sir DMDud Smu, Sir Uagh OiUejr, Sir ttkbud MHljnrer, <.wko 
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The condition) were all duty performed on the part 
of the conquered Royalists, at the hour of the next 
moniipg arranged : ihe noblemen, gentry, &c. assem- 
bling at the King's Head Inn, and the rest of [he army 
M their appointed places. About two o'clock iu the 
afternoon Lord Fairfax entered the tovin, %nd rode 
round it, to view the line, and enjoy his triumph ; 
vcmdering how a place so irregularly defended, should 
have held out so long against him. He then went la 
At quarters taken up for him in the town. ' 

The crowning- spectacle, the last sad scene, of this 
afffcting tragedy, remained to be enacted. A council 
of war was assembled at the Moot-hall, or court of the 
town's civil jurisdiction: from which Colonel Ewer was 
soon sent a messenger to the King's Head, where w era 
confined the Royalist gentlemen. They at first consi- 
dered him to be a mere visitor, whose object in coming 
night be the generous condolence, which the bravest 
bttve ever bestowed upon a fallen foe. But they quickly 

Muped, bnt wu nttkta.y-Qmarlet-Masllr Gawrai: HsHhew 
Ciriar.— CaloHclt: Gilbanit, Fkitc, (wboaxiiped.bat wu n^aa) 
UuuiDDd, Chytcr, Till, Heitb, Take, AjloSe, Siwjcr.— Licill.- 
Calaub: Colpippsr, Idnca>(sr, Gongb, Powall, Albion, BigglcT. 
'Waaata, Smith. — Mi^Drt: Aioot, Smith, ArDieitrons, W>rds, 
Bajlaj, Bnd«, Scumw, Bljaooll, Geniiiiigi.— Copfajiu : Wide*, 
Piti, Bnl*;, Bardgt, Butrofic, iijiittj, Mjldmij, Oibodfton, 
Estpiolf, LoTelt, Caap«r, BJoiit, SncignTe, Djoori, Diu)cn, Wird, 
Biuii*;, rtjne, Hemor, Smilb, KenninEtaD, Untb, Ramnn, Bi;- 
kj, Slephcu, GennlDgi, Lodgs, hjnat.— Captams-IMutttiatit! 
Cuinge, Wbita— JIfanhal-GeiKriil.- Edward Goodjein.— Coni' 
minm<i-Gaufal: Traalnj.—Hutn- ^ liia Ordmace: Fnooi* 
liovalauc.— ffwfa»4H>tcr Giaeral: GriTiidco. (All the rors- 
going we™ '' mdced la taeiej."')—Lie>Ue»atai! 72.— £i«^| 
aad Ceniiit: 69.—Srrgnmli: 183.— ^Vrncmi* (o tlie tToblmat 
tmi Gaaltmat: es.—PriBaIe SaUUrt: S06T.— (^Aocomt (nbliibsd 
h; Joba Wrigbt, 8«p(cmb. S, IG48.} 
L 3 
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perceived that " be brougbt a sentence of death in hi* 
heart, though not in his mouth;" for it too "easily dia- 
cavered tbelf in hii death-lilce conntetiaDCe." After sa- 
luting the noblemen, he approached Sir Charle* Lucas j 
and, " with a iligh^ng gesture," told him the Lord Gene- 
ral desired to speak vith him at the council of var, 
together with Sir George Lisle, Sir Bernard Gasceigae, 
xnd Col. Farre : — but the last-menttoned had abKonded. 
Sir ChaHes Lucas, instantly presaging what was lo soon 
to follow, aliswercd but by a solemn farewell to the 
noblemen, and other pnsonera nearest him : then calling 
to Sir George Lisle, (who, having been in discourse with 
■ome around him, heard not what Ewer had said,) that 
gallant knight, and Sir Bernard Gascoigne, proceed- 
ed with him to the council. Aniving at the Moot- 
hall, they were at first locked up in a stroog room, and 
a guard placed over them at the door. After some 
iaither debate amongst the members of the council, the 
knight* were ushered into their presence; when they 
were summarily told, that " after so long and obstinate 
a defence, it wa* highly necessary, for the example of 
othAi, and that the peace of the kingdom might be no 
more disturbed, that some military justlbe should be 
executed; and the council had therefore determined 
that they, Sir Charles Lucas, Sir George Liile, and Sir 
Bernard Gascoigne, should be presently shot to death." 
They were then conducted to the Castle, and placed, 
as tradition says, in a dungeon which is yet shewn. 

Meantime, the prisoners at the Inn were siting forth 
pr^ers for their i^nent Mends, and revolving in their 
distracted minds the probable event of the summon* 
that had separated them. In about an hour after their 
parting, came a messenger from Sir Charles Lttcaa, desi- 
ring that Lord Capet's chaf lain misht be immediateljr 
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Mill to hitn! — » roesM^, that gavs a death-chill to 
th« hearb of all. The Lords, recovering from their 
fint panse of honor and grief, requetted to speak with 
Captain Cannon, an officer of the Parliament's on guard. 
On Us appearance, they intreated him la hasten to the 
cooncil of wu; and, in their name, desire them not to 
make the gentlemen t&iien from them sufferers more 
than the reit : adding, that all having been equally 
concerned in the late transactions, it was but just for 
all to suffer alike; more especially at they themselves 
made it their particular supplication to be permitted to 
ihace the fate of their late comrades. The delivery of 
sentiments so wdrthy of the rank and character of these 
noblemen, altered not the £at of the council: and soon 
afterwards, Ireton, (who, from the known implacabi- 
lity of his temper, may with reason be supposed to have 
taken.a prominent pott in the deliberations of his coadju- 
tors,) proceeding to the imprisoned knights, bade them 
prepare for death; telling them, that "the sentence 
which had been passed was to be executed upon them 
directly." Sir Charles Lucas asked, " by what taw they 
were to die? — Whether by ordinance of Parliameitt, by 
decree of the Council of War, or by the command of the 
General." To which Ireton answered, that, " it was by 
vote of the Council of War, according to-order of 
Parliament; by which order, alt that were found in 
arms, were to be proceeded i^nst as traitors." Sir 
Charles replied, "Alas! you deceive yourselves; me 
you cannot ; but we are conquered, and must be what 
you please to make us." He then desired to be allowed 
till the next morning, to settle hit affaire in this world, 
and, above all, to prepare and fit his soul for another. 
But the ttem Parliamentarian informing him bis requett 
could not be compUed with, he sud " Sir, do not think 
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I m4ke thii icqu«tt oat of any detire I famve to live, or 
OTCapa the death yon have doomed ine to, for I icorn to ' 
aik life at your hands; but that I might have time to make 
■ome addreuei to God above, and settle some thtngt 
below, that I might not be thronn out of this norld with 
all my sins about me. But nuce it will not be by your 
charity, I must tubmit to the mercy of God, whose holy 
will be done. Do your worst: I ihaU sood be ready 
for execution." Sir George Liele in like manner de- 
■ired a little respite in order that he might write to bU 
fiuher and mother; buthisrcquest being equally denied, 
he submitted himself in siLence to his fate. Lord Capel't 
chaplain was then sent for, as related above ; and both 
devoted the short remuns of life they were to enjoy, to 
fervent prayer with the clergyman, and receiving tha 
sacrament from his hands. 

About seven o'clock iu the evening, the two English 
knights, with Sir Bernard Gascoigne, were conducted 
to the place of execution, which was " a green spot of 
ground on the north side of the castle, a few paces from 
the wall;" where they were received by Colonels Ireton, 
Bainsb(M«we, and Whaley, with the three files of mus- 
queteers who were to dispatch tliem. Here the foreign 
knight was granted a reprieve, for reasons not veiy ta* 
tisfactorily assigned by historians:* of the other two, 

* ''Sir Benud G4MaifM," >• art isid bj MttAtw Cutn, 
" wu ■ gaatlsBia of Ftonnac) ud hid icrrMl tli* kiafU the war, 
■Bd aneiiDtrd* nnuHd Id Londoii till tbs nnhipp; adTaitan of 
, ColahdWr, ud ttieo KconipuMd hii fiitndi lbith«r : ud btiif 
bnaght to tk* plioa of ittsalloii, had oalj BnjliA aiiaat)> U nako 
bianif andtrtlood, liitt ba dsuMd a ptn, iak, (ud papv, tinl Im 
nigfatwritoalcUu toUiPtiaea.ihaOnalDika, tbUhiiHigbHU 
■liglil kaow ia wbat muan' ht loH bit iifa, to (ba aad bia bain night 
pouaii lui tatata. Tha olBoat Ibat attendad lbs axaaotioa Uuii|ht 
^ to lo^iut tha GaoBTil aad Caumil, withonl whioh ba danl Mt 
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Sir Charin Lucu was pitched upon for the tint suf- 
CeTcr; ifhile hi« friend, that he might not see him fall, 
wu conveifeii to a short distance. 

Sir Charlet Lucm, being placed in a positioD to receive 
hit fate, aaid: "I have often looked death io the face 
in the field of battle, and you shall uuv >ee I dare die." 
He felt on his knees, and remained in a posture of devo- 
tion a fev minutes'; then rising up, with a cheerful 
countenance, he opened his doublet, 10 as to bare his 
breast, and called out to his executioners, " See, I am 
ready for you ; and now, rebels, do your wont." At 
the words, they fired; and the balls piercing him in 
four several places, he fell, and expired without another 
syllable. 

Sir George lisle was then brought to the spot, where 
yet lay the bleeding body of his friend. Kneeling down 
by the corpse, he kissed it, and, in affecting terms, 
praised highly the extraordinary qualities, and unspotted 
honour of the deceased. Then standing up, he took from 
bis pocket five pieces of gold, being what money he had 
about him, and gave one to be distributed amongst his 
executioners, and the other four to a person standing near 
him, who had some years before been his servant. 
These latter he desired the same person to deliver to his 
friends in I^ndon, as his last legacy; concluding with 

■llov kim pen mi Ink, whiah h« thongbl he niighl rMSouU j|dnmd ; 
when Ihej were infonned et il, thtij llioiiiht il ■ miller wcwthy 
(oma oouldBimtiDii : Ihej had ahoieii him ont of tba liit for his 
qnilitj, «DB<:eiTin| him U> ba la EiiEliih gontlBmin; uid prararred 
Um Gw Iwiot a knight, that thaj might •■oriEoa three ofthil nik, 
AAai a MiunltatioD held, Sir B«tBinl WM orderad to be bnn|hl 
baok, and kept with tk* imunen ; noit of II)e ooojMil of «H haiDg 
«F opinioD, lb>t if the j took ana; tiia lih of ■ foreipiBr, who leaned 
tobeaperionofqualitj, their fri«nd« or ohildrea, vho thould visit 
ftilj, might pajr deal for iBUij geBenlioni," 
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■ODM filial exprcMiDiu of duty to bis father aad inotlier, 
and recominendaljODB to paiticular friend*. Turning to 
the apectaton, he (aid: "ohi bow many of yonr lives 
wbo are now present bere, bave I saved in hot blood, aad 
mutt now myself be most barbarously murdered in coMl 
But wbat wicked act dare tbey not do, who would 
willingly cut the throat of my dear King, wbom they 
have already imprisoned; for whose deliverance, and 
the peace of this unhappy dation, I dedicate my last 
prayen to Heaven." He looked at the file of soldien 
wbo were standing prepared to execute their bloody of- 
fice, and thinking them placed at too great a distance to 
perform it cflecUially, desired them to cnne nearer to 
him: on which one<tf tbem answered, "I'll warrant you, 
■it, wa'tlhityou." Sir Geinrge,smi]iag, replied,"! have 
been nearer you, friends, when you bave missed me." 

Not having yet performed hit last devotions, be knelt 
down for some minutes; and, after uttering many invo- 
cations in the name of Chriit, rose up, and said: " 1 am 
now ready: traitors, do your worst."— The words had 
scarcely issued Irom his mouth, when they fired: and 
some of the balls passing through bis body, he dropped 
dead immediately. The ghastly corpses of both these 
4mfortunate gentlemen were then conveyed to a vault 
in the church of St. Giles, Colchester, belonging to the 
Lucas family; where the coffins containing their remains, 
may (tilt be seen by (he curious stranger.* 

It might prove a matter of some difficulty for th« 
warmest admirers of Lord Fairfax, to clear bis charac- 
ter from the imputation of an uncalled-for and crad 
severity, in the military execution of these two gallant 
knights, and truly honouratile gentlemen; notwithstand- 
ing that the chief odium of the transaction was nrj 
• 8m Chnnh of Su ffllai, P«tt IL «hip. t. 
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generally) and, it fs probable, very justly, laid upon 
" Ireton, who swayed the General, and waa, upon all 
occasions, of an umnercifal and bloody nature."* Not 
an individual could exist in the kiDgdom, at a period 
10 unsettled and calamitous, who was not at least 
equally Tree to espouse, from principle and conscience, 
the cause of imprisoned Royalty, as that of A trium- 
phant Parliament: and when either party had ventured 
dietr lires in open contest with their opponents, and 
Iiad been subdued, every noble and generous feeling 
declared the rallitary duties of the conquerors to be 
ended. The Petition, the presentation of which to the 
Parliament at Westminster was made the ostensibla 
object of the assenibled Kentish and Essex Royalista, 
evinced, as did most of the loyal declarations of the 
■ame time, a desire to restore, not an arbitrary and' 
oppressive King, but a monarch limited by a renewed 
contract with his people to govern by the known laws 
and constitutions of the realm. Such moderate Royal- 
ists might, and, as the writer who ventures upon these 
remarks humbly thinks, did, deceive themselves in 
imagining that Charles could be safely trusted as a 
party to such a contract: their privilege to form a more 
favourable opinion of bim could be destroyed by no 
arguments for its erroneousness : and if they erred, their 
error was one, from which Cromwell, nay, Ireton 
himself, and, with them, the most talented and best on 
the Fjxliament's side, had not very Long escaped. 
CroniwelL made strenuous, though secret, efforts to 
restore the King, until he was convinced, by personal 
experience, that Charles was " so great a dissembler, 
and so false a mim, he was not to be trusted.''t The 

■ CutST. 

• riie <' Olinr CrMBWsU imI Ius •nmM," ftid Bd. Svo. p. SM. 
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mwtyred knights, and their coadjuton in ams, ol 
Colch«ter, anempled but the same thing: only tbey 
Ulempted it with ieti prudence and circumspection; 
but with an open, fearlns disregard of consequences to 
tbemsdves, that limsistibly wins over the heait to 
boBOur and pity them * 

* There *» puucu in F^rTu'i lettar to Ae FtrBtant, ^lUf 
u •oeont of Iha aiiraeural ItrBiaUtoa of A* 8m|;*, ud ia Ihat 
putof bii '* Mvnoriti" wtuoh nUtcats tbaianw ertBI, both in» 
JBt lo bttnj fail CDnicionineu ot hiTini; uMeded tlic bnait 
whieh dol? pnHnbed M him, in bii tn^mcnt of Iha Rojtiut 
fcoiglili. Hii leltir, wbioh wu iddreiMd M iha Siri of Xuchetln, 
H Speaker of Iha Hdois of Fcen, ru u foUowi : 

"itj Lord, 1 htTa hereirilh uat joK (he Ariink*. irilk lb* 
EKpIiBitKHu uuisied, npon which it hith pieued God in hii beet 
tune to dclirer Ibt tawo of Coloheiter, utd the enemj thuain, ialo 
jooc hudi wilbont fiullier blondihed, (utIb; (hat far aoaa aatit- 
faotiao to Hilitary Jniliae, ud in pari of nanga for the bBoocnl 
blood tba; hara oaaiad la b« q>ilt, ud tba traabla, danifa, and 
wiaoUah thoj haie bronghl npoa tha Tome, thli Cointrj, ud the 
Kiaidoor) I haia, with the idiioa of > CooBtell of Warr* of tba 
ohiefa OSoera bolb of Iho Country Fonie* Ud [tha Aimj, anued 
lira of (ban who ware rtndred at uarsj to be that la death brfare 
Mj of tbam bod Qnailer aaiarad then. Tha pereona pilobad opoa 
brlhit BXaBpiewerr, Sir Cbiriaa Laeai, and Sir Oeorfa Liala ; 
U tDJiaaa JfilUarjr exiaitim I kept ftr lariMft «iU mt Jhd 
ta—t (0 thakt your Hrnmr or Jiutite prfJKdieti. Ai for the 
Lord Goring, I^ord Capell, aad^lhs real of the penoaa readrad lo 
mtnj, tad now aainrtd of Qnartar, of whoie namea I hata lent 
TODT Lordihipi * pattiBDliT Lial ; I doe hanbj raoder to Iha Fulia- 
■antajadgBiaBl fat fnrtlier pnbli^ie Jiitiea ud Hanjto ba aaod 
ai joa ahaU aae oiue. 1 daiira Ood aaj hare the floTy of hi* 
Ballipljtd nvoiaa tawarda yon ud tbo EinfdoBa il Ibi* 1uk4^ 
fnd, u Iho condilion of inibunenli u to tha MtTiao hare, tho Offiooia 
udSoaldionof EBBexand8aHbik(wbalnthi<tiMa oftodufarou 
^efeotioB hna *dbersd otnatut to joan and the KingdoBM iit«> 
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Tiio " loyal sacrifice" being completed, FaiKax, 
accompanied by hit chief officen, paid a visit to the 
remainiDg prisoDen at tlie Inn; the majority ofnbom 
received him with scarcely concealed aversion and 
disgusL* Applying himself to the Earl of Norwich, 
and Lord Capel, he " seemed in some degree to excuse 
Uiat which, he said, " the military justice demanded:" 
and proceeded to say, " that the lives of all the rest 
were safe; that they should be well treated; and dis- 
posed of as the Parliament should direct." But Lord 
Capel bluntly answered, that " the General should 
have received their thanks, if he had saved the lives of 
the two vrorthy knights who had been executed, which 
they valued above (heir own :" but now, " Sir Thomas 

mi) for Ihelr fijlbfull dtmeaimonr md palicDl indnruloo ip til* 
hirdililju of thii HnicB (r* ool la b« forgoUan. 

YoDT Lofdihips nuMt huible •arruti 

Hielk; 99 Aug- ^- FAIRFAX. 

1648. 

Id hii " Heaorid," U* Lord^ip llibki it ommibtj to sipltin, 
Ibil, b^ '' dtlieeritig upmt Mercy, it lo be imderslood that tome are 
to St{ffer,tKt reiilogo Free." Agun, he ippeirilD b« apologiiing, 
wh«B b« uja : " Bnl Sir Cbsries Lucii, and Sic Georgs Idala, bcinf 
utn Soldien of ForlDnt, and falling inip onr hands b? ohaaoe of 
•riT, war* ciecatrd : ami in thi* I iid noiking bml occcrdnif I* iqt 
CoMnunoBi and Ihe Truil repotei in me.'' Jt aim deierrea puuD; 
uiaiadTanioa, Ihat bii Lordship aua-sUtca Ibe Tacli, vh«D he oallf 
Ibcia KcBtlemtn '' mer« SoLdieri of Farluoa/'lhit iii pfraoDf wbo 
. depend upon Ibf ir aworda for inhaiatf nca ; for Sir CbKclea lAoai, 
is partualar, hid a oonpeleBt catilt, ind wu heir batidei to iha 
titln ud fortDna of fail brother, the Lord Lnau. 

■ Horanl thinha it "not prubabie" that Fairfax ahonld liiit U 
peraon Iha caoBiied RojaliaU, ullhongh Lord CJarandon aaMits 
aa mnch : ha rather Dhoolea, he laji, " to folJow Ibc aocoBDt of 
Quarler-Hagter-GeBanl Cuter." Nan it I* Tcmarhable, IbU 
Carter eipraail; namlei the MDe fact, aid anten Dunntelj bio 
puiianlaTa, 
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Furfax, sni] (he Officen, vould do well (o finiib tltelr 
work, by executiag the i&me rigour on the regt." HiU 
reply greatly displeued Fairbx, and his companioiui 
Ireton, in puticuUr, could not digeit it: upou which, 
"teveral sharp and bitter ex preuioni puaed between 
Ireton and bis Lordihip," which are supposed to have 
been tery instrumental in conducting thb brave and 
generoui nobleman to the scaSbld a few montht after. 

The rest of the prisoner* were disposed of in varioui 
ways. The Lords Norwich and Capel were sent to 
Windsor Cutle; and from thence, in the follow- 
ing year, brought to trial in the Painted Chamber 
at Westminster Hall. Lord Capel, as we have said, 
was executed; but the Earl of Norwich, through an 
office of private friendship, escaped* Of the remainder 
of those " rendred to mercy," the most considerable in 
pdnt of rank were transmitted to prisons, " as contrary 
and far distaiitfrom their own homes," it is sud, as their 
persecutors could contrive: and a certain number were 
distributed to every regiment in the Parliament's army, 
to ransom themselves upon snch terms as should be 
approved of by tbdr militaiy gaolers, llie private sol- 

' " Tha Eul of Ifatwich" bning " alwtji Si*i ■ ehccrfiU akd 
jatlti life, without contncting laaay BPeiai«i, bid nuj who wUhed 
hia wall, ud few who had uimoiitj agaiait hiu; u that whaa 
Iha qititioB WM pntooBBcraiBE him, Iha Hmm wu sqaiUj divMad} 
tha TOlai wfaiah rcjeoted hit ptiilioa, ind Ihou who would praicrra 
hij life, wen eqml; H thai hii life or daalh dapaoded opoa the 
lingka iota of the Speaker: who told tha Houalhat he had receJTed 
BiaiTob1i;ationi(riDmlLtpn«iiitri)aod tbalooo^when he had been 
like to hare incarred tha Xing't diiplaamre, (he Lard Geriag bed 
bj hii cmdil preaened kin; and tiMrefere be wu obliged in 
giatitoda to giie hia vote for the taring hiB. Bj thia (biUna ha 
OBiBB to be pnaerred ; wbetber the (TOODd of it weie tnie or ne, 
or whelW the Speaker made it dbIj u aa awwa to lava a Bin'i 
Ufa who wai pat (o aik it is that placr."— Cwbr. 
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dien, and inferior officer*, were " ihut op in the 
churchcB, vbere they immediately placed guards over 
them, and j^ve free liberty to their foot Mldiera to go 
and pillage them; so that in a very abort lime there 
were very few or none left with any clothea on them, 
and hardly shirts. And after having thut pillaged and 
lUipt them, they marched them away, in a day when 
it Tuned riolently, and conducted them from place to 
place in the country, lod^ng tbem in churches, and 
such places, till many of them were starved; and 
divers, who could not march by reason of tbeir funt* 
nw», they pistolled in the highways; and some thej 
sold (as before they did the Scots) to be transported into 
foreign countries, from their wives and children, no 
maltcr to what part of, the world, so they were once 
gone."' 

Colchester itself was treated with as great rigour 
by the conquerors, as though its inhabitants had mot 
approved themselves among the most staunch and 
consistent supporters of the Parliament, until that un- 
lucky hour when a Royalist annament was obtruded 
perforce within their walls. On pretext of excusing 
the town from plunder, Fairfax imposed upon it a 
fine of £14,000; of which ;62000 were afterwards 
most generously remitted by him. Of the sum he 
exacted, one half was demanded, by a very partial 
severity, of the Dutch Congregation of Bay and Say 
Makers, who had been among the greatest sufferers by 
the Siege ; and who, though they actually raised £59iO 
for their share, could with difHculty procure the return 
of £100 from the authorities of the town itself, when 
£2000 were appropriated by the Parliament's General 
to the relief of the distressed poor of the place generally. 
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Tbo remuDing jClO.OOO were divided atnon^ th* 
victorioui loldien. 

Nor were these the only loises aiutained by tl)« 
lowD, through a calamity so dreadfully afflictive ai 
this Siege. For, not to mention the demolition of 
the walls in maoy places, both by the batteries of 
Fairfax, and his orders after the -surrender for their 
more complete dilapidation; the number of houses 
destroyed in six only of the twelve parisbei within and 
about the walls, was as follows : 

In the parish of St. Maiy at the Walls, 51 burnt ic ruined 

In 3 HolyTrinity 32ditto ditto 

In ' St. Martin 5 puUed down 

la St James 28 burnt 

In- St. Giles 17ditto 

In SuDotolph 53 ditto & ruined. 

To which must be added, that the magnificent 
church of St. Botolph, which had been attached to the 
ancient Priory of the same name, was laid in ruinsi 
and various other churches in the town more or leu 
seriously injured : while the damage to the goods and 
general property of the inhabitants was immense, as 
compared with the size and population of the place. 

" Such," in conclusion observes Morant, " was the 
end of this unhappy affair; which shattered and de< 
molished a great part of ' so eminent a Town,' as the 
Lord Fairfax called it at his first coming: deprived it 
of the advantage of the residence, neighbourhood, bene- 
ficence, and protection, of tbe considerable families 
of Lucas, and Sir Harbottle GrimsCon, by destroying 
their seats: brought the trading part, nay, almost all 
the inhabitant), of it, into inexpressible poverty and 
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Stress ; and plunged them into calunities, from which 
many were oerer able to recover themseWea. Happy 
would it have been for Colchester, if the Royalists had 
not bent their coutse this way, or had dealt with a mora 
expeditious oi generous enemy than Fairraxl"-^ 

From this period, until the investituie of Oliver 
Cromwell with the Protectorate, this town, and the 
kingdom in general, groaned under the usual oppres- 
tioQs of a goremment by the sword ; and was subjected 
besides to taxes so onerous, as in about five yeara 
lo amount to ;£l6,000. The arbitrary powers necessary 
to the security of a Protector, chosen from the people 
to All the regal seat, rendered it impossible for Cromwell 
to continue his anomalous sovereignty in the spirit of 
equity and moderation with which he had commenced iti 
and when, under him, military dominancy reached its 
climaxin the appointment of Mqjor-Generali, to super- 
intend not only tlie military but the civil concerns of 
their several districts, Colchester, being comprehended 
in the deputyship of Major Haynes, was favoured with 
a suspension of its powers to elect to its own corporate 
employments; as well as with the following Mandamui 
from the I'roteclor, addressed to that officer. 

"OLIVEH P. 

" There haveing beene of late severall Complunta 
from the Auncient Aldermen and divers other well 
a&cted Inhabitants of the Towne of Colchester, that 
for some Qrrae put ellections have bin made of severall 
persons to the Government therof who are altogether 
unable of publique iroployment, to the great discourage- 
ment of many honest Men liveing in and about that 
Towne, wherupon wc did the 28th day of June last 
order that there should be a forbearance of ellection of 
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penoni into tbe Magistracy, or Commob Coancell, of 
die said Tonne till we shoald otherwiie determiiK: 
And forasmuch aa ve are informed that Arthur Bama- 
diston Uie Recorder of the said Towae is lately deceased, 
by which vacancy, nod the not appointing of other 
Officers for this present yeere, the said Towne is under 
some streights and inconveniences; And understanding 
that you are shortly to be at the said Towne, Our will 
and pleanire is, that at your conteing thither you give 
directioDs to tlie Mayor, that whilst you are there, they 
Jiroceede to the ellections of a Recorder and alio of a 
Mayor uid other officers fat the present yeere, in 
which ellection you are to take speciall care that the 
Ellectors and ellected be qualified according to our 
late Proclamation: And ccrtifie the nabes of the 
persons soe ellected unto us, that being approved they 
may be swome accordingly, and also to give ui a 
speedy account herein. Given at Whitehall the Vk of 
December, l6ss." 

The dreadful Plague which raged in I»ndon in the 
year l66s, made its appearance in this Town in August 
of the same year, and continued iu ravages until Decem- 
ber, 1666: during which time it occasioned the deaths 
of 4731 persons; agreeably to the account following: 

From Aug. 14toSept. 8 314 

Sept StoOcu 6 57s 

Oct. 6 to Nov. 3 392 

Nov. 3 to Dec. 1 276 

Dec. lto39th 180 

-Dec. agtoJan. 26 i3l 

^Jan. SfitoFeb. 23 115 

Feb. 23 to March 23 HS4 

March 23 to April 27 387 
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FromApril 37 to May 25 584 

- — ^May aStoJone S9 6l9 

June SptoJuly 27 6ll 

July 37toAiig. ai 368 

Aug. 81 to Sept. 28 79 

Sept. - 28 to Oct. e6 25 

— —Oct. gfitoNov. 80 12 

—-Not. SOtoDec. 7 1 

lliegreattst.numberof deathiiaaDy one veek, was 
195; viz. from the 15tb to the 22nd of June, 1666. 
During this long «ea«>n of affliction, the iahabitanto re- 
ceived supplies of moDey from various quarters, for the 
relief and assistance of the poor; particularly the sua 
t^ :£131l*10s., raised from weekly collections in the 
churches of the metropolis. As some return for which 
last offering of benevolence, the townsmen of Colchester 
subscribed jglOS Ss. 9d. towards the relief of the suffer- 
ers by the great Fire of London in 1666. 

In June, l€84, or towards the close of the reign of 
Charles II., Colchester, like so many other cities and 
boroughs, was deprived of its Charier, through the con-- 
curring sycophancy of its governors with the despotic 
will of the monarch. These worthy tools to the mea- 
sures of absolute power, as " a testimony of their duty 
and loyalty, agreed to lay the Charter of this Corporation 
at his Majesty's feet; and then humbly to beseech his 
Majesty, to confirm the ancient customs and prescriptions 
of this Burrough, and to regratit them such privileges, 
' as his Majesty in his princely wisdom should ihink meet." 
Accordingly, the Corporation was re-modelled by a new 
Charter. of the 8th of November in this year; and again 
altered to the royal taste by James II., who placed and 
displaced its officers and members, by his mandates at 
H 2 
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pleunre. But tliB reign of William aiU M«ry law the 
restorfttiaD of all its prinlegei and immuDitiei to the 
ancient tawa, in a manner ao complete and- firmly 
ButhoriKed, that it required only common attention 
on the part of the townsmen to the preKiibed mode 
of exercitifig their rights, in order to render their 
future poflteiNon as stable as the free goveri)m«it by 
vbicfa they wera re^ranted. Unfortunately, however, 
" through a very great and criminal neglect, no due 
eve was taken, in elections, to have a due majority 
according to Charter."* Hereby, the Corporation sub- 
jected themselvES to " vexations and oppressive pro- 
secutionsi" and " great advantage was taken of the, 
undue method of elections thus long used."t At 
length, intbrmations, in the nature of QwWarraittoB 
having been brought against the then Mayor and Aldei^ 
men, they disclaimed, upon record in the King's-Bench, 
April 6, 17^2, their rights of acting as the electiTe 
magistrates of this borough ; thus Burrendcring, without 
so much as a contest, those long-established privileges, 
which even the accidentt of the law might have preser- 
ved lo them. From that time until several years after- 
wards, uo elections were attempted, and the Charter 
lay dormant. 

Colchester, however, continued to possets men, who 
sighed over the extinction of their ancient liberties, and 
were resolved that no efforts should be wanting to 
restore them. These public-spirited individuals, whose 
ntemory should be ever affectionately cherished by the 
burgesses, pervevered through a course of twenty years 
in this laudable endeavouri and at last, in the year 
1763, after subduing every Ugul difficulty opposed to 
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PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION 
OF THE TOWN AND BOROUGH: 



CHARTKRin AKD FS1SCKIPTITK FBITILBOIS: QO- 
TIRXMBHT: KBFRKSXMTATlOli: TSADE: HUHICI- 
PAL, CHARITABLE, LITEBAET, AKD gClEIIUFIO 
IHSTtTVTIOHS: ANTIQUITIES: &C. &C. 
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THE WALLS. 

One of the raost remarkable features preeented to the 
eye of the stranger by the ancient Town, consists, doubt- 
less, in those remtuns of its massive Walls, the evidences 
of its fonner strength, which continue in so coniiderable 
a degree to sufround it. And we would advise no 
one who visits Colchester, in order to'acquaint himself 
with whatever of curious or interesting it may contun, to 
omit the exteriorperambuUdon of these remains; indeed^ 
if he condescend to follow, in this respect, both our 
advice and example, he will perambulate them in the first 
place, taking them at the outset of his researches, as 
we make them the threshold of our description. By 
.this method of proceeding, too, he will acquire such a 
general view of the form and contents of the place, aa 
will best assist him in pursuing afterwards the separate 
objects most worthy of enquiry. 

The line described by the Walls, is still in very great 
me^ure unbroken and continuous, presenting at various 
points distinct and large masses to the view ; although, 
not unfreqoently, it is so obscured by houses built upon 
or before it, that a stranger might almost touch these 
interesting ruins, and remain ignorant of their eX' 
isteace. Nay, many, it is possible, have again and 
^ain traversed the town, on purposes of pleasure or 
husiness, without acquiring from their visits the know- 
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ledge (hat Golchcstet wm «rer vxUkd; eapccially utco 
erery ftppearuice of thii nsture ii concealed at oeuly 
every outlet,thTOUgIitfaedeBtructio&of aUtheg&tca, and 
the eacroachmentt of buildings. 

In form, the Walls approach a parallelogram, of whicU 
the longest sides are thoie to the north and south. 'Hteit 
extent in length, is 3077 yuds, which are equal bx 
nearly a mile and three quarters: the area enclosed by 
them contains 1 18 acres, 1 rood, and 32 perches. Tliey 
are composed chieSy of stone, such as is fowid upon 
OUT eastern coasts, with a mixture of Roman brick: 
the cement, in its present state, infinitely stronger than 
that to be met with in modern architecture.* Where 
perfect, says Morant, their £acing consist^ of Roman 
brick, or of squared sttmes about seven or eight inches 
in diameter; but the appearance of few, if any, parts of 
the exterior, would now favoui 4he supposition that 
Roman brick had ever constituted their facing, although 
considerable quantities of that material are clearif 
intermixed with the general coniposition. Their thick- 
ness varies: it is usually from seveo tg eight feet; bnt^ 

■ n* mm, pkilo«aphioiU7 italad, Ihtt Ika MctM ftud ia t^ 
aiMlbaildiip » h smtpwi uid hud— tirda', la Maay sum, thu Aa 
atOH«ithiTb<abltwBDiUd — la, doaUlau, thii. UMutoaabaeaBas 
liM* Ihroogh bnnn|; that ia, b; lb* utioa of In it beuuMa 
pnlTariwdi v> wUob u thg »ne fluhf, Imu Ibil foutilj sf mf taa 
it orifiaillf poiiaaiaJ, aod irbiiih ntiiBcd it ia a adid Tom. Tha 
lapaa of a|«a baa mablod tba Boitir oriwik bviUianaa wa ara eaa- 
t^iplatini, to ngua ftvn Iba atauMpban lla aativa propstioa «f 
eartiott i tbrod(h ha Taaaiia whb vbiob, it ii ^aia ooarartedUla Um- 
ftone. Tbare iMf. bowerat, b« oaa other raaaoa, which ii lUi ; Iha 
caoMBt or foniar liaaa apprian to bav* boon alwaj* Bixad with a 
par* grit or uai, aadBot with any oartbf or otbac ispRTitiaa apon 
wUsb ftoati an oBtaia te a«(: bat, no^tiag Ihii, ud IhanHBB 
baftm-Baatioaad, Oan eaa b« aatUas la wanaat an ioppoaiat th* 
oaBcal or tha awiiaatt to biTs bean rapaiiaT to that in Bradan ■*•• 
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nor where the gktes and poctenii formerly atood, muck 
greater. ThoM gates and postemi were seven in 
numbei^ ounely, four of die former at the priacipal 
entrances; and three of the latter, opening from potnti 
of less impcmance. 

The era, at vhich the Walla were origiulljf built, 
most be referred, in common probability, to an early 
period of the occupation of the town by the Romans. 
The plan of the area they enclose, is essentially Roman; 
a drcumstaace that affords room fDr the idea, that their 
basil throughout was laid by artificers of that nation: 
■Ijll, the inference is not neceuary, that any Tiiible 
parti of the existing ramains were the work of R<miao 
hands. Their appearance throughout is exactly similar 
to that of the walls of the churches, and other buildings, 
of whose NonvM origin thcr^ cannot be a queitioa; 
the Roman bricks in them, as in all these edifices, having 
been taken, seemingly, from the rubbish of Rom«n et«c- 
tion that had become ruinous, and worked up with a 
large proportion, in most instances, of the stone of tho 
country. While, therefore, we may fairly presume the 
Romans to have been the founders of these walls—at we 
have undoubted evidence that the Saxons on one occa- 
sion restored them*— the composition of their ruins 
appean sufficiently to establish the laet, that they weie 
in very great measure rebuilt by the Kornum conque* 
rors, those grand improvers alike of the milituy and 
ecclesiastical architecture of this island. 

The preservation of the Walls being looked upon aa 
an object of the first importance, until the perfection to 
which artillery was gradiully brought rendered them 

• Id a« jMi OSl, BdwiTd tfc« Elda lepund Ike WsCU, wUi* 
lad bacji mnA iliwipfl U hii Teoant i*-eaptan of t]>« ta«a bcm 

|b< Dmm.— CAfffric. ScMtfe. DCCCCXXI. ff. 106, lOS. 
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of compRndTC inutility, th» mtgiitracy of Ibe tows 
continued long to enforce the obMrruice of loch 
meuares, as were necessary to keeping tbem ia 
Ttpair, uid protecting them from vanton injur;. The 
great expence hereby occasioned the town, is recorded 
to have procured from Richard U. a grant of land, of 
two meMuagoa, and of the advowson of the Hospjtd 
of the Holy Cross, as an assistance to all future repairs: 
Iwsides which, exemptions, on the same score, from 
setiding representatives to Parliament, were on se*eril 
occasions granted to the burgesses. And these anxious 
cares, and costly sacrifices, for the conservation of 
defences long deemed of so much consequence to the 
safety of the place, were persevered in, in a greater or 
less degree, until the destructive Siege of 1,648 reduced 
them to a state, not greatly different from that in which 
they now appear. From that period, the authorities of 
die town having totUly neglected them, their remains 
Iiave been kept up by individuals, whose piemises lay 
conttguons to tbdrtnteriori and now serve, in a multii 
tude of instances, as supports to their habitatioas, or as 
fences to their gard«is and pleasure-grounds^— But wo 
hasten to lay before the reader the remarics collected, 
from die ptrambtUatioK to which we alluded, and to 
vhich the observations ^ready sutoiitted in this chapter 
may be conudered only as introductory. 

Commencing our walk at where Hsad-Gate (the 
Ptrta CapUaUt of ancient records) formerly stood, and 
choosing from thence an eastward direction, it will 
be necessary to enter Gutter Street; from wheuce, oa 
the left, portions of the Wall are occasionally visible 
betwixt the houses, as it runs at a little distance in their 
rear. From its here taking the sideofaprettysteepacdi^ 
Tity, the street we are pursuing is only level with its 
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bue; ftlthongh that on its inner side (c&)led Sir I»k*i 
Walk*) n even with the lop oi the ruins, on which 
account a peison might there actualljr walk upon without 
perceiring it. For tome way it form* the foundation 
of a modem wall, enclosing gardens and yards behind 
the houses in Gutter Street. At the spot where Sehtre 
or Schtrde-Gate (in records South>Scherde or Souths 
Ponem) used to stand, there is now an ascent by steps, 
beneath the houses, to the upper street, nearly facing 
Trinity or Schere-Oate Street; while, opposite that 
postern, in the diri^ction contrary to the town, is the way 
lending to the site of St. John's Abbey. Thence enter- 
ing Black-Boy Lane, the rears of houses, and more 
modem walls, are alternately elevated upon the ruined 
line; and it is ^afterwards shut from view by the 
buildings, with the exception only of a few partial 
glimpses, until we reach one end of Botolph Street. 

Here stood St. Botolfh's Gatk, the last that re- 
mained to Colchester, and which did not totally dis* 
appear until about seven or eight yeaiB since. It took 
its name, as did the street just mentioned, from the 
adjacent Priory of St. Botolph, the ruins of which form 
an interesting spectacle on the right as we proceed along 
More Lane. The Wall now chiefly supports modem 
brick-work, enclosing gardens, more particularly that 
of Horatio Cock, Esq. At this part, and previously, 
occur remains of bastions, or small round forts, of 
which that at the south-east angle of the line, and of the 
garden mentioned, is conspicuous, and in comparatively 
good preservation. It is observable, that, throughout its 
whole extent south of the town, the line appears to have 
taken a pretty high ridge of the eminence on which 

* From Sir Ihiu Rtbow, et ohom wc ibsll ifadtll; Bikt fvffaec 
Bcntioi, *Bd who lired in the knH at Ih* bead of Iba Wslk. 
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CoLcfaeiter ii built, lo u to comrauid a good view of tho 
oppoiite vkle, uxl corretponding eminence. 

From the loutb-east angle until it reachei the top o£ 
East Hill, the Wall tncloaet, fint, a continuation of the 
grounds of H. Cock, Esq. and, lecondtjr, adjoins part of 
die church-yard of St. James. East Gate, which 
vashere situated, fell down in l65I,in consequence, we 
may suppose, of the injury done it by the Siege; and 
on the spot it occupied, were afterwards erected two 
brick pillars, of wfaich no traces are now visible. Some 
of the ruins of the ori^al Gate appear to have remained 
till lfi75; as an order of that date occurs in the town 
books for their removal : indeed, the structure does not 
seem to have been effectually removed onti] a otiU 
later period. 

Crossing the sutnniit of £ast Hill, we enter a lane 
leading slightly from the object of our research, which is 
for some time hiddeu by the intervening grounds of the 
Rev. John Savill, whose handaome house, stuccoed, 
with Doric portico, fronts the street jnit quitted. Turn* 
iiig from the lane into the meadows that extend along the 
north tide of the toWn, we again r^ach the wall at its 
north-east anglej fi^>m which point it lies' open to the 
country for some distance, and is presented to the eye 
vith various interesting combinations. 

On the leEt, it bounds fur some way the grounds in 
rear of the late residence of Mrs. Baskerfeild, but now 
the property of H. Cock, Esq.: and at this angle, on 
its exterior side, commences the fosse, or ditcb, which 
formerly extended the greater part of its entire length 
north and west, and would seem to have been discon- 
tinued only where a morass, existing evidences of which 
soon appear, might be supposed to render it unnecessary. 
The fosse is still, for the most part, broad, deep, 
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VaA precipttoiu; and its long grassy mounds^ witli tha 
Undscftpe beyond them, on the one side, together with 
tbe many picturesque mtkssei of the WkII, covered witk 
ivy, on the other, compose a frequently pleasing scene. 
Trees now issue from the clefts of the ruin at and 
Dear the lop, enveloping lai^e portions with their 
foliage. The river appears taking its course along the 
valley on the tight; and this dascriptiou of scene, on 
either hand, continues till the line again coramunicatea 
with the houses of the town. Approaching these, onr 
walk is best pursued along the wall itself, whnse suinmit 
is here covered with earth and green-sward, as we thtu 
avoid the swampy ground lying without its base. 

From this point, an interesting view is obtained <f the 
CtutU, at the distance of a meadow's breadth from the 
Wall; together with & portion of its grounds, now culti- 
vated, and ttttached to the reiidence of Mrs. Jame» 
Bound. The ditch, which bounded the peculiar pr^ 
cints, or bailey, of the Castle, on this as on its eastern 
■ide, is Mrs. Round's kitchen-garden: and on the high 
rampart thrown up from the content! of the hollow, 
is a broAd gravelled walk, on both sides of which lofty 
trees are at this time flourishing. 

The spot next occurs, where was anciently placed the 
postern vulgarly called Rye-Gale; more correctly Rhee 
or Re&-Gate, that is the River Gate, it having been the 
outlet leading to the river. — ^This gate, having sustained 
much damage probably in the Siege, was taken down ia 
1659. — The houses recommencing, tha Wall supports 
the fronts of several. Atterwards, it becomes the foun- 
dation of a low modem wall, enclosing the little gardens 
of other habitations ; and continues thus the basement of 
the walls of modem buildings, or of fences, until we reach 
the site of another principal gate, called Nokth Gatk. 
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Houses itood upon the foundadoiu of this Gate, ftnd 
of adjoining pardons of the Wall, on both sides the 
eatrance-way, until the close of the yemr 1S23; when s 
considerable improvement to the approach by North 
Hill, was effected by their removal: for the inlet here 
had been hitherto as narrow as that anciently afforded 
by the Gate itself; whereas it now corresponds, in that 
respect, with the ample widtb of the streets conducting 
to it 

From hence, crossing the bottom of North Hill, we 
proceed by the Balkerne or Balkon Lane, and gain 
the north-west angle, or more properly curve, which 
encloses the garden of Mr. Cobbold, brewer. Little 
more than the foundations now apparency remain for 
some yards, and these are concealed by a bank of earth, 
sormounted by palings. The lane begins to' ascend 
at about this spot, taking a parallel direction with the 
western line, and itself very evidently constituting the 
ditch, that on this, as on the northern side, added to the 
town's security. Theasceutis prettysteep; andtheroad 
throughout is along the hollow of the excavation, whosa 
high banks are thrown against its opposite sides, lying 
against the base of the Wall on the one hand, while the 
footway, and several cottages and gardens, occupy the 
ridge of the slope on the other. Irregular, and occa* 
sionally picturesque, fragments of the Wall, patched with 
ivy, succt^d; the ground within-side remaining void of 
bouses, until we arrive at the ruins of a fort, called, by 
way of distinction, The Baikon, or chief bastion, trom 
which the Balkon I^nc takes name. From the great 
proportion of Roman bricks visible in these ruins, it is 
probable that they stand on or very near the site of a 
more ancient Roman fortress: and the name they for- 
merly bore, oud by which they are still sometimes 
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desifOated, Coli^ge's Caslle, or the Castle of Kiog 
Cocl, points to the further probability, that here also 
was situated a strong fort of that British tributary 
monarch of this district. The spot being so commanding, 
u it crowns the btow of the eminence we have just 
ascended, and in fact constitnles very nearly the highest 
ground comprehended by the old town and walls, 
renders these probabilities the more striking; for fhe 
early fortifications of all nations were commonly placed 
upon such sites, and we know that the imperial con- 
querors were not less judicious in appropriating or 
■electing them. — It is observable, that in the BaLkon, 
the Roman bricks are more in mass than in any 
other part of the Walls, where in general tHey occur 
singly, or at most a few courses of them together. — 
Within a part of the remans of this fort, now stands 
the King's Head public house; and another portion has 
preserved itself from the ravj^es of time until the 
present era, to be destined to the yet humbler occu- 
pation of a piggery. 

The fosse, whose course we have previously endea- 
voured to mark, terminates at this point ; and cottages 
and outbuildings are hence erected against the Wall, at 
short spaces from each other. The ruin is thus meanly 
accompanied to the site of the old fVett Puitem, which 
led through St. Mary's church-yard, and in place of 
which stone steps were erected when that church was 
rebuilt rather more than a century back. It descends 
the hill from the church, after enclosing part of the 
burial-ground; and is then seen only at intervals, in 
rear of the houses, till it turns the south-west angle, 
and finally rejoins Head-Gate, the spot from whence 
we started. 
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PAAOCHIAL DIVISION OF COLCHESTER. 



rAftlSREB IriTBIV IBS WALLS J TIZ. ST. MAMt'l 

AT TBI WALLS, ST. PBTEa's, ST. BDDWALD'S, 

ax. ha&tih's, holt trihitt, st. Nicholas*!, 

AU tAIMTa', AHD BT. JAUIS'a. 



Colchester, with lu libnties, is dividea into is 

parishes: of which eight arc within,* and four without, 
th* ancient walls; and the remaitimg four ore the Liber- 
ties. Of the period at which this parochial divigion was 
made, we have no certain account; and we are equally 
without authentic information of the respective eras at 
which the churches were erected. The well-known 
DomeidHy record, however, U sufficient evidence t^at 
St. Peter's church was in being before the conquest; 
and the fonndations of the rest, (those attached to the 
religions houses excepted,) might with probability be 
lefeired to as early epochs in the Norman times, as 
might 6ww of the eccleuastical edifices of our other 
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mott ancient EnglUh toms. We are indeed warranted 
in the suppo»tion, that they were generally^rrt erected 
in the eleventh and twelfth centaries, when the pious 
inclination for rearing churches, or restoring them on 
an enlarged scale, principally prevailed; though there 
is nothing in the architectural, style of the eitttin; 
buildioga, to favour the idea that any visible parts of 
them aXjB so old aa the original foundations. In leganl 
- to tho9fr«xcepted as attached to the religious houses, they 
of course did not exist until those houses themselves 
were founded; which was about the twelfth century, 
and later in some instances. 

Nearly all these Churches are built with Koman brick, 
mingled with the rubbish of edifices far more ancient 
than themselves, Tlicir appearance, inseveral instances, 
is by no means striking; though, on the other hand, the 
most modem possess regular and handsome features. 
Weshall commence our particular description with some 
account of that of St. Mary at the Walls, the only object 
of interest within the parish bearing the same designation; 
and pursue throughout the parochial division mentioned, 
throwing each chapter of our narrative into as many 
parts as.thcie are parishes. 

l.-PARISH OF ST. MARY At THE WALU. 

The Church of this parish, dedicated to St. ^tary the 
Virgin, and called in record St> M^ys ad Murum, or 
Muros, is so termed to distinguish it from that belonging 
to the parish of Sti Mary Magdalen, and because it 
stands close within the south-west angle of the Walls. 
The situation is pleasant and commanding, being on 
the highest ground of the old town ; from which circum- 
stance, the I'anonage-house, which stands very near 
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tbe edifice on its north side, affordi a fin« view of the 
surrounding country. The Re». Pbilip Monuit, the 
learned historian of Colchester and of Essex, was Rector 
of this parish; and we have his own authority for the fact 
of bis having himself rebuilt tbe west end of the Par- 
sonage. He farther presumeB, that this house was 
" beat down, or at least very much damped, during 
the Siege." — ^The present iteccor is the Rev. Philip 
Bayles, A. M. 

The old Church itself was nearly demolished at the 
calamitous periodjust mentioned, having been assailed by 
the Parliamentarians* " biggest pieces of battery, being 
two demi-cannons, and two whole culrerinea, upon St. 
John's Green." A previous fire had been opened upon 
it, but with comparatively little injury. The reason for 
which determined hostility lo St. Mary's is thus given 1^ 
MoranL " Their (the Royalists') batteries from Su 
Maries-Fort and Steeple, and from the N, Bridge, 
greatly annoyed the enemy. 'Particularly, a one-eyed 
gunner was placed in St. Mary's steeple ; whose memoty 
ii stilt celebrated for having singled out and killed many 
of the Parliameatanans. Here a platforme was made 
in the frame in the bells, and a brass saker planted, 
' which, flanking their trench, did them much injury : 
besides, a sentinel was kept in that place, which disco- 
vered their motiona night and day." A battery raised 
upon the curtain, defeated the Besiegers' revenge for 
this annoyance in tbe first instance; bat, on their opening 
upon the steeple from St John's Green, they " beat 
down .one side of it in a short time, with a great part of 
the church, breaking the saker that was planted there;" 
and " the gunner, and one of the matrosses, were killed." 

From the Siege until the year 17l3, the edifice 

remtuned in ruins; but at length, in the year mentioned^ 
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at the iuUbm of the Rev. Bobert HUdkton, that 
Rector, and throii{h the eDCOuragement to the deiiga 
gfna by Sir Ismu; Rebow, Kot. and other piincipal 
inhabitant!, it waa detennined to comaiaice the repain* 
But reparation not being found caiil; practicable, die 
church waa rebuilt at it now itandi; the expencct 
amounting to about £i6Q0, being defrayed by brief, 
aided by a rate and benefaction*. The iteeple wac 
restored, rather than rebuilt; and in i7i9t >! feet of 
brick woric were added at top, at the coit of more than 
^234. The atructure is plain and neat i the interior, 
certainly, aomenhat too bald of decoration: but we 
are not confident that the iteepIe, however devoid of 
architectural omamenti, quite deaervei die character 
given it by Morant, of being *' both heavy and aa Ugly 
as possible." 

The building consists of a nave, and two side aisles, 
whose length is 70 feet, exclusive of the break of the 
chancel, which is 10 feet by IS; the east and west 
ends are each 50 feet wide on the outside. The founda- 
tioni are five feet deep ; uid the htight of the walls 
18 feet. There are nine regular windows, besides 
small circular ones in the roof, Theorgaa in the gallery 
at the west end, is disproportionately small. A mo- 
numental figure, at the east end of the north aisle, 
representing " John Rebow, of Colchester, Merchant," 
cannot be remarked for excellence of execution; and 
the marble, from its abundant veining, gives it a singular 
and somewhat ghastly appearance. It was erected by 
Sir Isaac Rebow, Knt. to the memuy of his father. The 
handsome gravelled walb, shaded with lime trees, and 
the generally neat appearance, of the church'^ard, 
deserve notice and commendation. 

The family of Rebow, just mentioned, was originally 
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from the Low Countriei: on Mtding at Colchester, they 
enteral 'uuo the ba; trade, and became opulent mer- 
chanti. Sir Iiaac was knighted b^ King William, who 
was at the time a guest in hii house. This was in March, 
lS99; and he had the honour of entertaining th& same 
monarch in the month of October following, as well as 
h) the year 1700. The knightwas one of the represen* 
tatives of the borough in all the parliaments ofWilliam; 
in the four first of those of Anne; and in the first of 
George I, He was alio High Steward and Recorder. 
His name will long be preserved in Colchester, by the 
lane called from him Sir Jtaac Rtioaft Walk, which 
Morant records his having " grarell'd and made hand- 
SfHne." The present representative of the &mily is 
Mi^or^eneral Rebow, of Wivenhoe Park. 

Sir Harbottle Orimttra, Baronet, who was one of dis 
members for Colchester in the stirring times of l63(H 
40, and who spoke vehemently against the grievaueet 
then so jnttly corapbiiied of, was also a resident in ihit 
palish. 

"In the be^pnning of the Long Parliament," saya 
Bishop Burnet, " be was a gr«M ^sertor of the laws, 
and inveighed severely again)0^all that had been con* 
cemed in the former illfegafroppresNon. Hit principl« 
iras, that anegiance and protection were mutual obli- 
galions, and that the one went for the other : he thought 
Aat the law was the measure of both : and that when 
A legal protection was denied to one that paid a 1^1 
allegiance, the subject had a right to defend himself." 
Sir Harbottle had been educated in the Inns of Coui^ 
and was hmed both for his knowledge of the common 
l«w, and of the customs fnd usages of Parliament: he 
was one of the first to contest the presumed legality of 
ahip-mooey. But he afterwards took a natural di^uit 
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at the ambitioa aud violence of the PuIiameiiUry 
leaders, and strenuously exerted himself to- procure 
Charles's restoration to the sovereign authority. Un- 
fortunately, he attached himcelf to that party id the 
House, which never sincerely desired ao accommodation 
with the King, until it taw itself compelled to choose 
between the renewed ascendancy of Charles, and the 
rapidly maturing ascendancy of iti own particular 
enemies. The Independents, w^ith Cromwell at their 
head, had by that time fully convinced themselves, that 
no terms to which the King should subscribe, would 
be observed by him when power was once mote in his 
hands; and Sir Harhottle was become peculiarly 
obnoxious to them, both from his warmth in asserting 
a contrary opinion, and from his having been one of 
the commissioners appointed to treat with Charles in 
the Isle of Wight. He was in consequence, with other 
members, excluded the House; an exclusion to which, 
though Cromwell did not appear in it, there are grounds 
for believing that his concurrence was not wanting. 
But the cautious historian may be well pardoned for 
neglecting the repetition of a charge, said to have been 
brought against Cromwell by Sir Harhottle at a piiot 
.period; namely, that the ever wary politician who was 
to sit the virtual throne of his sovereign, had used 
expressions relative to the House of Commons, without 
its walls, which no man of common prudence could 
have allowed himself to indulge in. The story is re- 
tailed by Bamet, and is of a piece with many other of 
hisgossipping relations: had the events narrated by the 
Bishop — that Sir Harbottlo brought this charge in 
Parliament against CroDiwell„and that the latter, with 
hypocritical protestations and teara, denied it — actually 
taken place, the Bishop alone would not have possessed 
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iDformstion of tbe &cts; there were very many who 
wrote vehemently against the Protecb^* after the BesUx 
tation, who must have known of, and would have b«en 
moat happy to have recordeil them. Having suffered 
temporarily in his penonal liberty from the Independent, 
or more property Republican party, which latter had 
at last grown tt> a very large body of tbe nation; and 
liaving had his house here much burnt and othemise 
damaged during tbe Siege; Sir Harbottle quitted bii 
pott of Recorder of the town, and fof some time lived 
abroad. He promoted the restoration of Charles IL, 
and was chosen Speaker of the House of Commons in 
l6€0;* in the same year constituted Master of the 
Rolls; and continued to &11 the laiufr ol&ce with talent 
and integrity, and to represent tbe borough, until his 
death, in his SSnd year, in i6S3. 

* Tlw eipeUad BcnhtT* it tUi praiod renncd lb«r MSti ; ud 
on tbt (re of tinl erenl, O* Bu«Mt reccired tke fnnowiBg bttar 
Arm Ik* CarpontiM tl CiAAmUri— 
" BOHODBABLB SIR; 

'' A* w« ouBot bat wilh UiukFblseu uknowledje tb* Bcra; «( 
God to dig Btlioa in gsaersl, M Biora puticalu-lj to tliii lawn, tliit, 
■Act Uw omuj ebiDgei ud ■Itentioni m» hsre bren toued in, tbct 
than now b (u wc hiia bam uediblj inrDcmed, and do bcUera) 
■ free adiaiuion of Iba Hcmban of tbe lata FiriiiniaBt, io Iob{ 
iBtomipMd bj loniB: we caiDOtbnl with anofa eunaabwu. in Ibt 
behalf sf DOrielTaa, tad the free bnrseuea of the town, make oar 
haabia raqneit, Ibat jou will ralnm to that truat, to wbioh jon was 
ID rreel; ud nnuiaonil; eleoled in tba jear 1640 ; which wa do t 
the ralher reqaeit ont of the former eiperiesoe, that aot onlj thii 
town, bml the aatioa in general, hath bad of joar faithlnlneu and 
■tulitj, aad tbt maaj miaeiiea aad ealaniitiei we btia groaned ander 
ainoe jtar abienoe : and as we formetlj bad the hononr of eendioK 
so eminent and wartbj a Bentker, )0 we ihall hope, bj tbe hliuag 
of God npon jooi eBdeaTOurt, that not onlj onnclies, bat (bo 
whole natjoa, ahall baie oiiae lo bleaa God for joor relnn, ud in 
do* (!■• reap tbe bawGt of jonr Donneils ud Ubou in that great 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



186 mnoKv OP 

The GrimBtons of Morfolk, Saffolk, Eaiex, ud 
Hertfordiliire, all deKend from Sylvetter, sfterwudi 
■urnamed De Griuuton, a raluuit Namun, who accooi- 
panied the Conqueror to England, and bore hU standard 
at the battle of Hastings. He was ap[>ointed Chamber' 
lain to William in the following year: but his family 
does not appear to have been much engaged in state 
affairs until the reign of Henry the Seventh. In that of 
Edward the Sixth, £dward Grimiton Esq. was made 
Comptroller of Calais; and was continued in the same 
office by Queen Mary. On the taking of Calais ^ 
the Duke of Guise, in the year 15^8, be was mad* 
pritoner, and confined in the Bastile; but ■! lengA, 
after two years iucarceration in that detestable fortrett, 
he escaped by strata^m to his native country, and waa 
bosoundily acquitted of any misconduct connected 
with the loss of the last possession of the English in 
France. He waa knighted by Queen Eliiabeth ; repre- 
sented the borough of Ipswich in several parliaments; 
lived to the great age of ninety^ight ; and was succeeded 
by his eldest son, Edward ; whose grandaon, the second . 
Sir Harbottle Griroston, was the person so actively en- 
gaged in the calamitous times of Charles I. His father. 
Sir Harbottle Grimston, of Bradfield, Essex, with steady 
fortitude su0ered a long imprisonment in the same 
reign, for refusing to pay his assigned quota of a ba» 
attempted to be enforced upon his subjects by the rash 
minions of the ill-fated Charles. The present Earl of 
Venilaro, Viscotut Grimston, descends from the eldest 

aBiotiM. Sit, *t ikill Dot (aithsr treabi* jon at prsw t , tbu U 
MHn joa wa ■», u b; Muj lostw fkroan baaad to ba, jmt 
bilUal wd baaUe sarvuti, 

"Thomas Fseke, Mafir. 

*• John Suaw, Kttir^v, ^ 4** 
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dMglkfer of Six Hubo(tl« of Colchealcr ; (her graodsoa 
leaving wsumed the Dame of Grimiton :) and the muMw 
of OorhMUbury, Herts, mt.vbich ii his Lordship's noble 
seat, mas the purchase of the sune Barooet from the 
family of Meantyt. 

The house in which Sir Hturbottle GrimstoD resided, 
had heen originally a Convent for Crotted, or, according 
to the old English word, Croucitd Friar*, of the order of 
St Augnstin, as well m an hospital for the reception oh 
poor people, and was governed by a Prior. By whom 
it was instituted, is not certainly known: the industrious 
Morant conld only collect grounds for believing ths 
founder to have been William de Lanvallei, Lord of the 
Manor of Stanway, and that the building must take date 
before t&e year 1244. This church and hospital acqui- 
red a great accession of strength and riches in 1407, by 
becoming the seat of the Guild of St, Helen, as well, as 
of the chantries that were alterwards incorporated with 
the same Guild. The word guUd, fnaa the Saxon, 
signified a society or corporation, of men or women, or 
both, united for some religions or other design, and 
contributing mutually for their support as such ; this of 
St. Helen, it appears, enumerated amongst it members 
during the fifteenth century, the Countess of Hertford, 
Sir John Howard, Knt., Sir Gerard Braybroke, Knt, 
Lady Brockhole, the Abbot of St. John's, John, Lord 
Beroers, &c. But the Crouched Friars seem to have 
been dispossessed upon the entry of the Guild, and until 
the commencement of the reign of Henry VIL ; when 
an active person named Roger Churche, by producing 
Papal bulls, and other evidences, from which itappeared 
that the house was originally for Friars of that order, and 
through the interest of John Earl of Oxford and others, 
procured their reinstatemeat, Roger himself then be- 
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coining Prior. Attl>e dinolation, the entire poneittont 
and revenues of this convent were valued only aX £j 
7*. id.; for which mm they were granted to Sir Thomas 
Au<leley, Lord Audeley of Waiden, then Chancellor. 
The chapel bad been demolished many yean, when th« 
bouse became the residence of Sir Harbottle Grinslou : 
It bad been previously the seat uf the Stephens', a 
family at that time of some consequence in Colchester. 
* As it was never lit for a gentleman's mansion subsequently 
to the Siege, it was hired by the Workhouse Corporatioa 
about the beginning of the eighteenth century, and be- 
came the general workhouse for Ihe town; was after- 
wards let out in tenements to poor people; and finally 
pulled down, for the reason that the rents it thus afforded 
were scarcely worth the owner's trouble in collecting. 
It stood on the south side of the London road. 

The Population Return of St Mary's parish in 1631t 
was as follows:— houses, 323i males, 501; females, 
€46; total populati<in, 114?. 

S.— ST. PETER'S. 

This parish adjoins St, Mary's on the north and cast, 
and includes that interesting feature for the antiquary, 
the Balkon Hill, together with the lower Batkon Latte. 

The ChvTck, (which, as already stated, existed before 
the Conquest,) is considered the principal one in th« 
town; being that in which the episcopal and arch- 
diaconal visitations are held, and at which the Corpora- 
tion generally attend once a fortnight, in their robes, 
and with their official ensign, the mace, ft was nearly 
thrown down by an earthquake in 1S93 ; the particu- 
lars of which occurrence are recorded in the parish- 
register, under Ihe hand of the Rev. Robert Dickman, 
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tJicn Vicar.*— The present Vicar ia the Rer. Waiiam 
Mmh, A.M. 

The edifice consists of & nave, side aisles, and chancel. 
The soutit aisle was enlarged about seven years since, 
when the whole was repaired and beautified. The 
vails are coated on the exterior with composition, and 
tuiretted with white brick 1 the tower, the entrance to 
which it from Noitli Hill, is of red brick, relieved by 
-white quoins. The general appearance within is hand- 
some, and altogether much improved from that it wore 
when Morant spoke of its organ as " the only one in the 
town." A lai^e and well-executed altar-piece decorates 
the east end: it was painted by John James Halls,* 
Esq. (of Great Miirlborough Street, London,) son of 
James Halls, £sq., of St Mary's parish^ The subject 
is, Christ raising Jairus's Daughter. 

This cbnrch contains several memorials dated in the 
sixteenth and seTenteenth centuries ; the most ancient of 
which records, in old English characters, on a brass 
pkte against ^e wall of the south aisle, the deaths of 

* Tbs enCrj ii to ths aSnt, ttmt " OB Tlrandsj, Saptembu 8, 
1609, lh«s bippeoed, tboat two ot tbe elook in IbsifltnMMii, for 
the ipiBS of 1 oiaats or nora, u omverul Kuthqiuka k11 aicr 
EngUnd, TiuoB, HoUud, tnd aoaa puii of Geimuj. Aad pir- 
ttcnluij il «u ittaatad to na by tke Mawnu that war* tlian a 
pluitaiini; Iha Stapla of St. Pctar*! in ,lbia Town, and opoa tha 
nppsnaoit aciSbld, that tba Staple paitad *a wide in lb* midil dial 
thaj DO«ld baie pal Ihoir baad ialo Iba oraok oc daft, aad iMmadU 
ittlj thnt Bp close aiain, (rilhoat laj damage to tha worknun, (who 
■xpaotcd all woold haio rilian down,) or to Ihs Staple itiolr. ffloit 
of tha tnoMi hen and aliewfaare ihook, and part of a Dhiiiuaj fall 
dowR OB Kanh-hill ; and verj waaj who were Mnubla of it wera 
taken at lh« aama time with ■ giddjaaii in thair heads for sob* ihoit 
lime. Ia wilDsaa of wbat ii here ralated,' I hiva baialo aet aj 

Bobarl DiokBan, Miniater of St. Pet Colohestar." 
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" Jolin Skyer, MtsatrBe Aldvman of tbii To«d« of 
Colcheitcr, and of Eliiobeth hii wyfe," in lh« yevt, 
TCipectiTely, of 1510 and 1530. Anotber, in the north 
uile of the chancel, which Monuit calli " a beautiAil 
mosument," and to which he devote* a copper-jdate, if 
More Gurioiu than dewrring of the learned histoma'f 
GommendatioD; it i* to thentemoiy of "the wavghipfnll 
George Sayer, the elder," who died in 1577, and ^vef 
the effigiei of five male figurei, and at many fmiiet, 
kneeling on the oppoaite side* of a kind of altar-teble or 
deik, beneath a pediment supported by Coriothiaa 
colamni, and bearing the anni of Sayer at top. Tk« 
loven of antique monumental inicriptioni may be gn/U' 
£ed by a copy of the long poetical one upon thii tomb : 
we accordingly tranKiibe it, aa the mo«t remarkaUe of 
its kind perhaps in Colcheiter, and becaniB we purpoaa 
in general to omit *uch mUter aa tedions. 

O hippU \emi liiuu tkal ban in gnn doth Ijb, 

Wkan iMd; («t*tk ■•«• in cBth, hia gtMt wdb Cfatlit OB U*. 

Bia joBtUbU no* ba lu with tnTajlaiodwlA Hotb, 

Bia njddls ud bii acel j««n with waallh isd wonUp bath. 

TuU Ih^rtja JMRI or nor* ob««f* nla DT|4ts*b*ban 

Ib tUa Ui B>tin ancint Tgwaa, whanofba k>d graal sanL 

Wilh Jnalioa b* iid nla, aad aka wilb mmj njUa, 

With 1«* faa Ijrad uaj jam of sn wiMn lad obTlda. 

A HMBMaat b* aid* fei <T«t to miiia 

For Bjda to poor and ifid irigbti, Kbiob m oppraaM wttb paja*. 

Poitailli* hs hod to Ua fnat joja or mind, 

Bia pliM uid portion to poataua. nhkA ho faith isA iMbyade. 

O htffn 8*7ar, aol Iter (Dai* tUaget aloao, [oat : 

Vhi<ih vara bat vandaw, Tajio, lad rjl*, ni &dt, tad ttjU oabo 

Bat happier tboaia>d»-rold* to Ijro and lore Iboio dajoa 

Whcraia Ssddaa geipall brighflje ihTsai to bia otoraaU praji*. 

Tbf oR deairod Kjibo Ihoo dssbtlaH didoit obtijac. 

With Sjwutm to doputo in poloo, ud IfTo bj doith to p^io. 

Tbj ofipriage Miy rajoiee lot tUa tbj bappja ende : 

Th; rraiadi tmi inaUti lU aragladd that God aiubgiacedid tft. 
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Akd w*. t)at j*t T^jM witkiB thii TiU sf tnn, 

Bj lUm example maja b« lughl for to CMtrau* >U feus. 

Awl ilwtji for to foje Ikat God oar tttppt » grydB 

That w> IjktKiH naj lunae dcput b CDdleue hliue to bjde. 

There are some iiucriptions beudes to merob«n of 
the (une iamily, as well as to that of Brown ; both of 
which appeal to have been eminent for wealth oi muni- 
cipal consequence in Colchester. There is also, on the 
north side of the chancel, a monument of black and 
white marble, inscribed, in gold letters, to "Martin 
Baiill, sometime Aldennan of this Towne, whoe de- 
parted this lyfe the 33 of March l623, and Elizabeth 
iii wyfe, wiioe deceased the 30 of October l625." 
Their effigies appear kneeling, a desk between them : 
below, in bass-relief, are their six sons and seven daugh- 
ters, also kneeling. Other memorials, on brasses, occur, 
of the date of the sixteenth centuiy; and the more cus- 
tomary sepulchral epitaphs are too numerous to mention. 

South of St. Peter's Charch, and in a position to 
conceal the greater part of that edifice from the High 
Street, stood an ancient building, called the Red Row, 
and afterwards known as the Exchange, which, while 
the bay trade flourished, was daily frequented by numbers 
of substantia] merchants: it contained also, in the upper 
ttoiy, the Dutch Bay-ball. In place of this building, 
the Ncn Exchange now presents a handsome front of 
stone and composition, to the High Street, having' been 
completed about five yean. It was erected by private 
subscription of the Corn-merchants and Farmers, who 
have succeeded to the importance possessed by the 
Bay-merchantsof former days; the design was given by 
Mr. David Laing, of London, the architect of the Cnstom- 
House which adds so noble an ornament to the metro- 
polis: the builder was Mr. Hay ward, of Colchester. 
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The basement story, which it aa open colonnade, con* 
uating of* double row ofcatt-iron Auted pillsn, fonnt 
the Coni'Market. The facade above b balustnded at 
top, and has a p' diment in the centre, with a clock. 
The upper rooms are occupied as the Essex Equitable 
Fire ood Life Insuninpe Office. 

Near the Exchange, in the High Street, the ute u 
marked in old plans of a pump, called King Cotfi 
Pump, which was kept in repsjr by the inhabitants in 
its immediate viciiiity. It is mentioned by Morant; who 
observes, that " there is no proof of the well's being of 
so ancient a date as King Coel." The necessity for 
tiiis, and nearly all such public pumps, in Colchester, 
has ceased to exist since the establishment of the Water- 
works: and that dignified by the name of Coel, was 
removed, and the well covered in, a few years siuce, 
under the authority of the New Paving-Act. 

The parish of St. Peter extending to the foot of North 
, Bridge, one of the three which cross the Colne at this 
town, we take this opportunity of briefly noticing it. 
It is of common red brick, and has three arches, which, 
though the structure has scarcely stood 40 years, bear 
visible marks of decay : the centre arch, in particular, 
has partly given way, and it was found necessary very 
lately to repair it. It was built by the late Sir William 
Staines, who died an Alderman of London. 

The Population Return of this parish in 1821, gave 
the number of its houses, 293; male inhabitants, 757, 
females, 890; total population, iGiJ. 



>.— TBE PARISH OF ST, BONWALD 

lies eastward of St. Peter's, and unites with it in the 
High Street, It takes name from its church, dedicated 
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to St. RuDwald." It ia the smidlett parochial division 
of Colchester, St. Mary Magdalen's excepted; but 
lying in the heart of the tawn, is the best situated of 
any for trade and busioess..— Present Rtcfor, the Rev, 
James Bound, A. M. 

In this parish, on the north side r^ the High Street, 
stands the Moot or Mote-Hall, the Court of Judicature 
of the Borough, wid deriving its no^e from the Saxou 
mot-heal, a ceyncil-house, or plac^ of assembly. Herq 
Ihe courts are held, and all.the public affairs of the town 
transacted. The court-days are Monday and Thursday 
ia each week, the Mayor, Recorder, &c. presiding; and 
the Sessions are held four times » year. The edifice 
contains^ the Mo6t-Ua]l itself; tlie ^Prcemens' Chamber, 
in which enter taio me i its are made on Michaetm^-day, 
(when the new Mayor is sworn in,) and meetings are held 
upon paTticuIar occasions; a room calkU the Council- 
Room, to which the Aldermen retire for the elcctioa of 
the Mayor, (from the two members of their body who 

* " A* this SsuMi Ssiil la not naoh ksowD, It wUl b« |»apcr to 
IJn HHn« aooooDl of Ua; sod oe ksn whw bit ■ lagradirj obb. 
B* is Mid lo ksr* bccB itro to ■ iiaf at Norlhoaiberiuid, bf ■ 
•hriftliB dH|(it>i of Pimia Uof of Menla. B«n| born at King's. 
hlMi IB BaakiiigfasBubii*, u won M b< osbo ont of faii uothar'a 
W0Bb,baari*d tbrntinM, I ui s Cbriitiu, Thog inikiot > pl*ia 
ooBftiBOD of Ml rulfa,he deiired to ba biptiud, choie hii godritbnm, 
nd til own namm Rnnwild. ' Ua alio dlnoted, wilfa bii fiagEri, ' 
lb* itandcn-bj to fetob bim a great bbllow iMbb for a ftinl,' ubieb 
■OToral of fail fatbtr'i acrranti triad ia vain to bring, u qiaob aboro 
tboir almftb ; till Ao two printi, hii doaipiad gad>r»tb«is, did ga 
Md taloh it eaiil;. Being biptiiod, b* diioognsd for tbrva daji of 
■n thg saBiBoi>.plaoa of poparj, aad baTiqg oonGinied tba truib at 
Ibm (1* Oo L(t*Bd pntendi) be beqaaattod til bodj td rciMia at 
Satton DM 7oaT, at Bnskle? two, aad at BaeUngbiB areT after, 
nia doaa, ba aipirsil, ud <raa boriad in (ba place of bie appoiBt. 
mmt ; bat b« wu sbwlj b«*i>qrsd ai Boxley in KHt."-— Aforoitf. 
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have b«en £nt noraintted by the free borgeMes ;) utA 
lundry apAitments, p&ttly undnr and partly adjoiniBg 
the hall, dcToted to the confiiwment of debtors and 
malefacton. Behind all ■> an empty and decaying 
structure, once the Theatre of Colcheiter, and to which 
the entrance was through the Moot-Hall from the High 
Street: but the preseot Theatre is in Queen Street. 

No building of a public n^nre is more wanting in 
Colchester, whether as regards exterior appearance or 
internal conrenience, than a new Moot-hall and Gaol. 
The aspect of the existing edifice is not only insignifi* 
cant, and even mean, but the accommodations within, for 
erery official purpose, poor, and unworthy of the ancient 
borough. Surely, the public spirit which prompted to 
the erection of so handsome an Exchange, (or more 
properly Corn-Market,) should, for its own honour'a 
sake, aspire to raise a building, more suited to that 
most solemn of municipal purposes, the dispensation of 
public Justice. 

But if the present Moot-hall &ib to attract the eye 
accustomed to expect elegance, or at least propriety of 
appearance, in public edifices, it has features that will 
repay the attention of the curious antiquary. For, parts 
of this despised fabric were built, there is some reaaoD 
to beUeve, by Eudo Dapifer I Certun passages of massy 
arch-work remain in the basement of the building, 
whose style and strength appear equally to give weight 
to the tradition, which assigns the founding of the Moo^ 
hall to the powerful and wealthy Nonnan. And until 
Moroni's time, not only these remains, but the very 
residence of Eudo, it is confidently believed, existed ia 
Colchester. 

Nearly opposite the Moot*haIl, uid on the spot now 
occupied by the houses of Mr. Fonter, grocer, and his 
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•dj<*'iu»g neighbour, stood qn ancient fabric, whose 
ftont vot of timber, and, to sU sppenraiicc, not more 
than between two and three hundred years old at ths 
time of iu demolition, &ut the rear of this edifice was 
of Roman brick, mixed with stone, and hail " several 
Arched pa«saget in and about it, built in a verjc strong 
iwd elegant manner, which shewed not only signs of 
anCitititty, but of granileur."' And, according to 
established tradition, this house was botli the abode of, 
wid built by, Eudo Dapifer, towards th^ en4 of the 
eleventh century. 

A curious worceau fpr the antiquary, the only veitige 
of the ancient mansion, yet remains upon the ipot, 
When, about sixteen or seventeen years before Morant 
wrote, the old houae was wholly lakeu down-and rebuilt 
by the then owner, a certain oak ull.of a window, 
bearing a much dltputed Oatb, was removed frpm 
the timber front, and placed, as the sill of another 
. window, iu rear of the new building; where, from an 
inclosed yard, it may still be seen. Of this date, with 
the carved sill oC which it is part, we present an en* 
graving; leaving the reader, in the first instance, to hit 
own opini<Hi3 respecting it, 

Thf fir>t public notice taken of this date, was by the 
]te«> Thom^ Lufkia, in the Philosophical Transactions 
iot August, 1699. His iutentioa was to confirm the 
•pinion of the- learped Dr, John Wallis, that numeral 
^gKti were used in Europe long before the middle of 
the thirteentb) or beginning of the fourteenth century—* 
the time fiaed by Father Mabillon, and Votsius, for 
their introduction. An unknown writer to the Editor 
of the Bibliotheca Literaria, (published in London 
in 1723) next took the subject into consideration, or 

• Horvit. 
O 2 
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rather settled it, in his own opinion, «t onc«; for he 
Auiy asierled the date to be a forgery: while Dr. 
Samuel Jebb, the learned Editor himself, though he 
animadverted upon his correspondent's warmth in ven- 
turing so grave a charge, was in the main disposed to 
support his argument. Mr. John Ward, in the Philo- 
sophical Transactions for October, &c. 1735, followed 
on the same ude : and the Historian of Colchester and 
Essex did not incline to believe in the supposed antiqui^ 
of the date, for reasons which in< substance were as 
follow. — 1. The figures are of that form which is called 
the Blacli Letter, or English character. But no such 
form of letters, much less of ^gures, was in use in the 
eleventh century, as is plain from MSS. and records, 
not to mention Domesday-book, in which the characten 
univenally are more round and Roman-like. Besides, 
the great-seals in Stebbing and Speed, with ether evi- 
dences, make it sufficiently apparent, that the English 
character did not come into fashion until the thirteenth 
century.-^. The Date is on an ttciitcheon;* and es- 
cutcheons, and coats of armour, were not used till the 
twelfth century at soonest, as is shewn in Dugdale, and 
other authorities. — 3. The first of the Date u not 
perfect at bottom, part of it being decayed, or having 
been accidenUlly knocked off: so that this figure mgit, 
as is roundly asserted by the anonymous author of the 
article in the Bibliotbecft Literaria, have been a 4, in 
the manner it was at first made, with crossed legs at the 
bottom, or thus — S — when the Date would have been 
I49O: an idea considered Co be farther supported by the 

* Thtn are tlm* a&ti windoir lilU viiibl* fron llw welowd 
jird, wbaw (tjls ii umilu to thMof Ika uu andsr MHiiidantioB : 
t*a aftheia *1m ar* d*Mntsd with ttaUthtau, bcuu| Ilia urns 
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tKttunutance, th«t the first >■ «i<lei than the second, 
and iniut have been bigger in proportion. — Upon the 
whole, our hiatorian iaoC opinion, that the Date was 
either set down by the carpenter from tradition, when the 
bouM waa new-fronted with timber in the fourteenth oi 
fifteenth i:entury, or copied from some ancienter Date, in 
Roman numerals, which stood upon the old Sttme-houte, 
as it was called in writings possessed by him. He does 
not decidedly say if he thinks the figures, whether 
original or copied, to be IO9O or 1190; but merely 
observes that " this date" (by which he must mean 
the oldest) " very well tallies with the time wherein 
Eudo Dapifer lived in this place." 

Let us now lie permitted a few remarks. The whole 
qnestion plainly hinges upon the degree of mutilation 
snstuned by the second figure. And, in the first 
place, we Could not, upon a minute inspection of this 
curious remain, feel, convinced that the circumstance of 
ihe first O's Iieing " wider than the second, and bigger 
in proportion," at all supports the idea that this figure 
was intended for a 4 of the ancient make with crossed 
leg«i the reason of this disparity appearing simply to 
be, that the workman, (a carpenter very probably, of 
whatever century,) having occupied too much of the 
escutcheon with the two first figures, was obliged in 
an equal degree to crowd the two others, and more 
particularly to render the width of the last quite 
unequal to that of those preceding it. Besides, the 
roughness that may be both seen and felt upon the 
escutcheon's surface, where the mutilation of the 
disputed figure has taken place, does not extend farther 
than would he necessary for the completion of an 0> 
there being no traces of such roughness on those 
parts of the surfiu», where the crossed legs of the 4, if 
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they had existed, ttmst have bees situated. We inter, 
from these considerations, united with reBecdoti npon 
the several arguments that have been offered on the tub* 
ject, that the Date u 1090, but not the workmanship of 
the era to which it points. We mean, that it was, in 
all probability, intended by the restorer of the mansion 
in the fourteenth or fifteenth century, merely to preserve 
the memory of the period at which the building waa 
originalb/ erected, as connected with Eudo Dapifer, its 
founder; and not intended to convey to future ages, that 
it was itself ai old as the eleventh century. We atup not 
to press tlie several improbabilities, that the " old Slate' 
hoiu^ of Eudo, constructed at a period when strength 
and durability were so much consulted in building, 
should be furnished with xoooden window sills; that the 
timber front of the mansion, (not removed so much as 
a century,) of which this sill forms a part, should have 
stood more than six hundred years j* — or that the sill and 
carving themselves, after a constant exposure to the 
atmosphere nearly from the Conquest to the present 
period, should even yet be so nearly perfect: — we 
hasten from the consideration of a topic, which many 
readers may think has been too long dwelt upon, to the 
remaining subjecb for description in the parish of Sti 
Kunwald. 

A " public building," which appears to have been 
formerly called the Wool-BaU, is spoken of by prior 
writers as standing in this parish, having been erected 
about the year 1590 ; of which the upper patt was a 

* TimW-frents to ho«Mi, nt lbs itjl* la wbi«h tkii is qmtnM 
Vii BBit probiU; aiBonted, war* T«rj pntllant ia Uis aiiUadl 
uidMirij part of Uw laTcBtMOtb, ooaunon io tht tif1«iitb. and niglt 
luTa been !nIn>dnoed eiao is Uie foaHaenth senlnrj : if lluij exiatad 
aulier, ■» ■utheatioiteil vtitigM IiiTe lilted loaf (nonjb to praT« it 
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- wudioiue for wool and wool-yarn, &nd the lower aiib- 
Mquently lued for « &iiit, butter, poultry, and leather- 
lOBiket.. It wu fiUed up u a Gvard-Hotue some years 
mat, at a time when the Garriaop of Colchester wat 
particularly full; but the whole had di»appeared before 
the present Market-place was erected. 

Thii Market-Place, situated close to the Moot-hall, 
on the north side of the High Street, was formerly the 
garden of the Three Cups Ian, which it adjoins, and 
beneath a part of which is its neat front of free-stone 
and stucco. The entrance is by a handsome -vestibule, 
supported by Tuscan pillan. The interior, which is 
adapted to die sale of flesh, butter, poultry, fruit, Sec, is 
rather small, but conveniently disposed. In the centre 
is a stone Conduit, supplied with water Irom a reservoir 
filled by the town water-works. It bears an um at top : 
in front are the arms of Colchester; and, behind, the 
following inscription : 

TRts Habkr Plsoi, 

«iti.t Bi raivtrs 

sBBsoaiprton, was ofim'p 

roa THE ACCOM MOD ATIOH 

STth day or HAton, IBIS. 

It is to be lamented) ^at an erection, which-coit nearly 
;ClO,000., supplied from the voluntary contributions of 
some spirited individuals, has been hitherto so scantily 
occupied, that it has AOt returned the slightest interest 
to the proprietors, for the money they so liberally be- 
stowed (ipon it.— The flesh-market, it may be here 
observed, was formerly held in (he High Street, as is 
the caitle-market to this day. The latter was restored 
to this situation, upon petition to the Mayor, &C., after 
having been temporarily removed to a more open, and, 
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lu it might be judged, more tuitable <pot, west of Ihfl 
town. The priocipkl muket-day, being that Tor com 
and cUtle, is Saturday; but there is also a market for 
poultry, and fniit, on Wednesdays ; and every day the 
Market-place is in a degree frequeDted by sales-people 
and purchasers. 

A frt^>me&t of a Romat Teuelaied Fmement was 
ditcovered upwards of 6o yean since, in a spot now 
included in the Market-place, but which wa* then part 
of the garden of Mr. WalUs, a tradesman, whose house 
fronted the High Street, and is now. that pan of the 
Three Cups Inn which is over die entrance to the 
market. It remains where it was found, at the depth of 
a few feet from the surface of the earth ; bnng partly 
bricked over, and partly covered by a trap-door, the key 
of which is entrusted with the person whose office it is 
to cleanse the market. The largest pieces of the Mosaic 
work, are something more than an inch square ; the 
smallest, about a quarter of an inch. They are not re- 
markable either for variety or richnesa of colours: 
indeed, the whole fragment, from neglect, and the 
admission of the rain, is going rapidly to decay. 

The Church of St. Runwald, is a small mean build- 
ing; which wasrepaired^asan inscription within informa 
the visitant, in \76q, attheexpenceof the parish ioncri, 
after lying ruinous more than 100 years. It stands in 
an unsightly and inconvenient manner, in the carriage- 
way of the High Street; which, but for the obstruction 
presented by this edifice, so unworthy of its conspicuous 
site, and a sort of middle- row of shops and houses nearly 
adjoining it, would be ai handsome a street as is to 
be met with in any town in England. Several housea 
which formed part of tbb middle-row, were taken 
down some years since under the operaiion of the Mew 
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P«ving-Act ; and it i« certaiDly desirable Oiat tbe o&en 
■houtd share tlieir fate. 

The Population Return of St. Bunwald's gare the 
houMi at 82: male inhabitants, 205; females, 231; 
toul populatioa, 436. 

4.-ST. MABTIN-S. 

The boundaries of this parish are, on the south, St. 
Runwald's; on the west, St. Peter's; on the north, the 
Town Wdl ; and on the east, the parish of St. Nicholas, 
The population ReMragave the houses at l64; male 
inhabitants, 390; females, 453; total population, 843. 
The Rtctor of St. Martin's, is the Re*. Yorick 
Smytiiies, A. M. 

St. 'Martin's Chirci stands between East and West 
Stockwell Streets, (fornieriy Bear and Angel Lanes,) 
the churcb-yard extending to both. It consists of a 
nave, two aisles, and chancel; with a tower at the west 
end. The tower is not higher than the body of the 
edifice, having received much damage in the Siege; and 
the only reparation since afforded it, has been that of 
covering it in. It appears to. have been entirely faced 
with Roman bricks; and their deep red colour now 
picturesquely contrasts with the dark green Of the ivy 
that envelopes it. 



B.-ROLY TEINTTY. 

The parish thus designated from its church, is bounded 
on the north by parts of the parishes of St. Nicholas, St. 
Runwald, and St. Peter; south, by St. Giles's; east, by 
parts of the last mentioned parish, and of St. Botolph's; 
and west, by St Mary's. — Its houses were estimated at 
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111; maleiDhabituiti, 33;!; femalei, 989; totd popif 
Ution, 531; in the Ceiuus of 1821. — The Rector of 
U(dy Trinky puhh, it die Rev. T. Tanner. 

The Ciurck, the only object claiming deKiipdon, 
coniiitt of a body, south aitle, «haucel, and tower; 
the whole externally covered with a coating of rough 
mortar. Within, we notice a mural monament to 
William Gilbert, M. D. of whom a brief account may 
be acceptable. The parish of Holy Trinity gave birth 
to, and wai the residence of, this " most learned and 
great man," ai he is styled by Morant. He was bom in 
1540, and studied in both our English Universities ; bat 
was hmoured with bis degree abroad, having travelled 
ibr some time in foreign countries. On his return, being 
now famed for his attainments in learning and philosophy, 
he became a member of the Royal College of Physicians, 
London, and chief physician to Queen Elisabeth, who, ai 
k rare mark of her hi^ esteem, allowed him a penMon 
to encourage him in the prosecution of his studies. He 
was also chief physician to James I. In l600, he pub- 
lished his celebrated book, Dc Magiieti, magnetici4gMt 
corporibtu: besides which, be was inventor of two 
highly ingenious and useful initruments, for finding the 
latitude at sea. He died in l603; bequeathing his li- 
brary, globes, instruments, and cabinet of minerals, to 
the College of Physicians, His picture is preserved io 
the SchooU-gHlIery at Oxford. 

e.— ST. NICHOLAS. 

This palish adjoins those of Holy Trinity, and St. 
Ruowald's, on the west; St. Botolph's, on the south; 
AU Saints', on the east; and port of the latter, with 
St. Martin's, on d» ttorHu— Rector, the Ber. P> 
Wright, A.M. 
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The Chuni itendi on the louth side of tbe High 
Street, nearly in the centre of the town^ From t)ie 
tower projects the dial of a clock, which occasions St. 
Nicholtu's to be frequently called the Dial-Churci. Tfait 
is not the original tower: for that, having grown ^inous 
about 50 years before Moritat wrote, fell upon the 
body iU|d chancel of the' edifice, mi destroyed the 
roofing of both. A workman from London bad been 
«mploy«d'to repair the structure: and, fortunately for 
him, tbe Bccident occurred while he wu absent at 
dinner. The west end was restMefl and sew-pewed in 
•17SLi but .the east Sml fui|i cbancel remain utterly 
dilapidated. The materjalti of Rom^n edi£cei of ad 
mtknoirn .date, return to luin commingled with the 
Temai^u of Gothic architecture; pEeieDtipg- a Spectacle, 
which, with appropnate accompaniments, tbti Wtitt, 
might deem picturesque: but, .lurrouoded .Ks it lhi» 
■tiU decaying fragment with neat aai well-built streets, 
and lines -of good modem bouses, the impression pro- 
dnced by the whole, to speak of it as matter of taste 
alone, may, lo many, it is poasiUe, prove unpkanng. 

In tbe roofless chancel are two monuments; one of 
which, for" Richard Harris, p. D. who died in ifiSl," 
•bears «n qiitaph " so nonsensical," (uLys Morant) 
"that it ought to be buried in oblivion." We feel no 
inclination to bring the opinion of Ae'leBmed Historian 
to the test of tbe reader's jadgmcnt: and shdl but 
imkaie hisexample in copying the epiUph on tbe other 
.monument, inicisbed to JobnLangley, Gent, and hi* 
first and second wife. Date, l6as. 

■ Ood'i lata and bnwr li doI kii(i«B« slwaju 
B; Hclhlj Comrom, DT bj UngOi of Dijh; 
Tor ortiBtjaci wg ■«•, trhoM be Io«s> belt 
He' takei (he toomr to his pliee of tut. 
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Ik Wpi' ^»>^ tkn* ii A* p-MtMt guam. 
Tk«M wirn wd sUIdna h>*ra eu vitMiM tluf, 

1> vhsB BOM UtW, kB«e UJ thing IBUM. 

Miri* bd Mirie, JaAerig, Au*; ud Joba, 
Jmm had for (UMm Suu d iloaa. 

5f. /r«W( Cikqw/, in St. Heleo'i (vulgarly Teiumt'i) 
Lane, ii a foundUioa of great antiquity ; deriving ongin, 
it is (aid, from St. Helen, mother of the Emperor Con- 
Btantine. It was re-built about the year lOT'^, by Eudo 
Dapifer; who gave it to his monaiteiy of St. John, the 
Abbot of which covenanted to find a chaplain to officiate 
every alternate day of the week within its walU. But 
this lervice being found wholly neglected by the time of 
Edward I., and the chapel ib a ruinooi condition, John 
de Colcheiter, to prevent its application to profane uki, 
founded in it a chantry. Upon the suppression of the 
chantries, it came, with the revenues, by grant of Heniy 
VIII^ ii^ the hands of the Bailift and Commonalty; 
who, selling it, instead of foundtttg a free tchool from its 
annual proceeds, (the purpose foi which it was granted,) 
it became the property of various persons; till at length 
a congregation of the people called Quakers were its 
purchasers: and it was from that period the meeting- 
house of this congregation, until they obtained a more 
suitable place of worship in East Stockwell Street. 
Remaining still the property of this religious society, it 
was subsequently the Colchester Library; and is now 
rented by the Lancasterian School in More Lane, as a 
Sunday School for boys. Nothing in the appearance of 
the building, is calculated to impress the idea of its very 
considerable antiquity ; and it seems probable that the 
frequent repairs it must have undergone, have left littln 
that is really antique upon the old foundation. 
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Agreeably to the return of 1821, the houiea in thik 
parish were 205; male inhobitanU, 439; female), 541; 
total impulatiiw, 9B0. 

T^ALL SAINTS, oa ALL-HAIXOWS. 

The boundmies of the parish of Atl-Sunts are, on 
the west, St. Nicholas's; on the south, St Botolph's; 
oh the east, St. James's, and part of St. Botolph's ; and 
on the north, Mile-End. — The Rector of Alt-Sunts, 
(which is consolidated with St. Botolph's,) is the Rev. 
Richard Hoblyn, A. M. 

The most remarkable object contained within the 
limits of this parish, is , 

THE CASTLE. 

This highly interesting pile is situated a little in rear 
of the north side of the' High Street; so that it might 
escape the notice of the passenger, through the inter- 
Tention of more modern buildings. The general fonn 
of the structure strikes the spectator, immediately on 
approaching it^by the retired green close, or htttiey, in 
which it stands: it is a square, flanlied at the angles by 
strong, and once lofty towers: the entire circumference,' 
all projections included, being about 224 yards, and 
the contents of the ground it occupies, half an acre, 
13^ rods, l^e four aides lie nearly to the four cardinal 
points of the compass: their thickness is 12 feet in the 
basement, and 1 1 in the upper story. The gate, on the 
south side, faces the usual approach: it has the semn 
circular, or Norman arch — so frequently tnucalled 
the SaxtHi— ornamented with the mouldings peculiar to 
that style, but much less richly ta than the £ne gate oi 
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St Botolph'i Prioiy. With Ae exCf ptton of k mail 
tally-port lo tha north, duo, origiDAlly, was the gingla 
entnuicv to the building; for the three othen, on tha 
north and east sides, have been cut, with immeiue 
labour, through the solid walls. The material for the 
whole edificeis Roman brick, mingWwittistoae: but it 
ii obserrable, that nearly all the brick it ia broken 
pieces; as if taken, which was undoubtedly thecase, from 
ihd ruins of more ancient structures, the work of Roman 
liaiKls, that once decorated the Itroets of Camulodunum. 
Much of the stone, it is farther deserving of remark, is 
of the description commonly called Pwrbtde; which, ai 
it is not produced by this part of the country, was also 
very prob^ly conveyed hither, aikd used in building, by 
the Roman conqueron. The Castle suffered extremely, 
not much more than a century since, from an ill-judged 
attempt made by a certain John Wheel y, who, purchasing 
it, for ltO;f., from the then owner, Robert NoitfafUk, 
Ksq., with the intent and upon condition of demolishing 
it entirely, removed and »c4d many of the bricks, together 
with the greater part of the fre»«tona which composed 
tiic quoins and much of the interior arches of tha 
building. A fine well was at the same time destroyed j 
and the sammits of the toners and walls either forced 
to the ground by the mcchaoical powen of the screw, 
or blown up with gunpowder. But, after the waste of 
much time and exertion, the cement of the wall* 
plainly appeuing of such strength and solidity, that ^ 
sale of the materials was not likely to repay the expeace 
of the projected demolition, the undertaking was ahaa- 
J am a A ; and the remains are now very carefully prcsenred 
by Mrs. James Round, the present occupant of tha 
grounds under the piopridor, Charles Round, Esq. o( 
BJKhHiiU. 
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Eoteiing the Cosde by the ]^ncipal git« dMcribed,* 
die gnnd ttaii-caM is imnudiately mi the left, in the 
•outh-weft tower. On the right, i* a htrge OTer-groun^ 
arched Tmilt; on « part of the exterior itoDe-trork c^ 
which, jut withiD theeotrance, aretabaieenuBall aitd 
iU-executed cmrvinp, laid to be of Helen, Comtandne, 
kc.; but which are evidently modem, aad, it nay be, 
were the work of tome centinel, in the days whan the 
CaMle was a mititary fortress — the occupadon of his 
watching hours, and designed only to relieve their 
tedium. An inscription is here visible, which, ss sonw 
have pretended, cannot be read; but, o& inspectioa, it 
b plainly nothing more than 

AlTlEHea ROOKB CaAMBTlLEYMAa • • • 



Irith a few other words, which, from die form of the 
letters, appear to have been cut about the time of 
Edward til., if not later. 

The south-west tower was left pretty entire, with the 
exception of ita summit,' by the destroying hands of John 
Wheely; and, about 80 years since, it was re-hrniihed 
with a circular top, so that it is now completely covered 
in and protected from the weather. From this tower, 
over the entrance-way and vault before-mendoned, is a 
passage ; along which, on th^ left, or nde overhanging 
the interior square of the Csstie, have been turned 
some modem arches of brick-work. Thispaisagie leadt 
to the Chapel; which occupies the upper portion of 
the south-east tower, or rather large circular bastion, 
whose arched top is of peculiar solidity. The ledgdl 

* Tht nnul ratnnoa tot *idt«rs b bj eet af llie »adna d««< 
WI7S Ihit hsT* btw Aadsd t». cot ikneih Iks MM m& 
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of ttM chapel ii 47 feet; >t* greateit vidth, *0; Ae 
b«>ght proportionkble. It is now used m an armoury 
for the militim. In a recesi standi a fine Roman um, 
discovered in the Cattle Yard. Below, is a ttrongly 
arched vault, uied as a common prison, or bridewell. 

The Ubrary-Room of the " Castle Society Book 
Club" is situated between the south-east and south-west 
lowers, being rented of the proprietor by the Society, 
who hold their meetings in it every Wednesday after- 
noon; as do the resident and neighbouring Magistrates 
of the County, on Saturdays, to transact their btaU 
business. The fine oak nifntel-piece of this apartment, 
did not originally ornament it, but was placed there by 
B. Strult, Esq.— The origin and objects of the Castle 
Society, will be detailed under the head of " literary 
and Scientific Inititutioos." 

On surveying the quadrangular space within the walls, 
now roofless and open to the heavens, though formerly 
filled with a series of apartments, the first object that 
strikes the eye is a strong interior wall, ninniug north 
and south, parts of which are built in the Roman, that 
is, in the herring-bone fashion. A fellow-wall to this, 
is now so nearly destroyed, that its position and 
nraains must be sought after in order to be discovered. 
These vaib enclosed a gallery, communicating with the 
rooois on both sides of it, all of which appear to have 
been in the upper part of the structure: and there are 
yet to be seen two good chimnies in the thickness of 
the east, and the same number in that of the west 
external wall, turned with handsome Roman arches. 
At the south end of the gallery, on the ground-fioor, ii 
a ttroag arched room, that receives a scanty portion of 
light through a small aperture in the south wall of th« 
pastle: this room, tradition says, was the last lodging 
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of ihoie tatrtyn to ibe cause of a lOTeKlgn not wholly 
vorthy oT their devotedtiess. Sir Charles Lucas mod Sir 
George Lisle. There are spacious vaults below the 
greater part of the edifice, the partilion supporting 
the arches of which is in the exact shape of acnm; 
another commemorative circumstance, it may be, of 
the legend of Helen. These vaults were discovered 
by Wheely; who found them full of sand, which he 
carted away through a breach made by him in the 
foundation- wall, where it i* SO feet in thicknen, near 
the north-east comer: but his trouble, in this as in 
eveiy other respect, met not with a reward to equal his 
expectations. 

Through a door-way facing the north, now never 
opened, it is said that Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George 
Lisle were led forth to execution by command of Fair- 
&x. The visitant must tread the tod that grows over 
the scene of their cold-blooded sacrifice, with feeling), 
which we should presume did we attempt to prompt: 
esteem and pity must be conceded to those brave and 
hardly>used knights by all, whatever may be their 
political views of the times in which they suffered, or 
their opinions of the real motives by which the Parlia- 
mentary General was led to this tragical consumtaation 
of the ever memorable Siege. 

Both on the north and east sides, the Castle-precincti 
were secured by a deep ditch, and strong rampart of 
earth, which are now within the garden of Mrs. Round, ^ 
as noticed in our perambulatory description of the town 
Walls. The rampart itself is thrown up(»i a wall, 
which formerly encompassed either the Castle, or that 
palace of Coel on whose site it stands : the buttresses, 
and other parts, of this old wall, were discovered 
nearly a century since. On the south and west sides. 
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another strong wall, with two gates, of the dale of tb^ 
exiftiDg building, ferined the bomidary, in those direc' 
tions, of its bailey, or bailiwick. The southern line of 
this wall wa> taken down by Robert Northfolk, Esq. 
before^nentioned, who erected in its stead a range of 
houses facing the High Street. The western wall ex- 
tended ai far as to one side of St. Helen's T.Ane. 

Norden states Colchester Castle to have been built 
by Edward the Elder. That prince repured indeed the 
town-walls, in the year 92t, as is seen from the Saxon 
Chronicle; and if there were in his time any remsjns 
, of Coel's palace, he might very possibly restore them 
in some degree as a foitiGcation in the manner ofhii 
age. But the style of the present Castle is so evidently 
Nonnan, that there cannot be a doubt of its having been 
erected after the Conquest, when fortresses were reared 
in most of the considerable towns of England, with a 
view to the more perfect subjection of the inhabitants. 
Not improbably too it was founded by £udo Dapifer, as 
is asserted in the Monoiticon; and in /tmdo palalii 
CoelU qwHidam Stpt, accoidmg to the Colchester Chro- 
nicle, anno 1076. The oiiginal proprietor was the King; 
and it continued in the crown until 1314, when Jobv 
granted it, along with the Borough, and the hundred of 
Tendring, to a Stephen Uarriogood, during pleasure. 
After passing through a variety of other hands, it at 
length became the property of Sir James Northfolk, 
Serge ant-at-arms to the House of Commons, whose son, 
Robert Northfolk, Esq., enjoyed it after him. But, 
having impoverished himself by building the range of 
houses before spoken of, north of the High Street, the 
latter sold il, in l683, to the Vandal Wheely, who, 
disappointed of the hopes he had entertained from ils 
purchase, resold it to Sir Isaac Rebow, Knt. Of the 
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grandsoti of Sir Isaac, Charles Chamberlain Rebow, Esq. 
it was bought by Charles Gray, Esq., its possessor when 
Morant wrote ; and, as has been stated, it is now the 
property of Charles Round, Esq., of Birch Hall. 

Colchester Castle, with its Buley, though taxed in 
All-Saints' parish, was long considered independent of 
the Corporation, and not within any of the parochial 
boundaries. But it is certain that the Justices of the 
Borough, the Coroner, &c., have jurisdiction within it; 
and by a legal decision in ISIO, it was made equally 
liable to the Poor-Rate of the parish of All Sunts. 
The town itself was formerly feudatory to the Castle, 
by rents and many other duties and services ; but a 
discharge and exemption from these was purchased 
from Queen Eliiabeth, and confirmed by Parliament in 
the be^nning of her reign. The donation to the office 
of Steward of the hundred of Tendring, and the nomi- 
nation of the Bailiff of that hundred, have appertained 
to the proprietor of this Castle. And within, and for 
that hundred, a court is, and from time immemorial 
has been bolden, from three weeks to three weeks, by 
the Steward. 

All-Saints' Church stands on the south side of the 
High Street, and has a handsome tower of flint-stones 
at the west end. It consists of a nave, chancel, and 
north wsle. Morant speaks of the south wall as built 
in the Roman or herring-bone fashion; but this wall 
has been modernised, and the cement with which it is 
covered probably conceals the herring-bone work. It 
is not otherwise deserving of description. — The present 
Rector is the Rev. Richard Hoblyn, A. M. 

The Census gave the houses in this pariah at 75; 
male inhabitants, l63; females, 243; total popula- 
tion, 405. 
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8.— ST. JAMES. 



The eighth and last parish, who^e church u Biluated 
within the Walls, is th^ of St. Jaraei. Its boundaries 
arc, on (he west, All-Saints', and part of St. Botolph'i; 
on tbc south, parts of St. Botolph's, St. Giles's, and 
St. hiary Magdalen's; on the east, St. Leonard's, 
GTeeii?t(;ad,aTidpBrt of St. Boiolph's; and on the north, 
Mile-End. 

The Church of St. James, consisliug of a nave, side 
aUles, and chancel, is large, regular, and in a consider- 
able degree handsome. Both the body and tower are 
of Roman brjck, mingled with stone; but the cbancel 
derives even an elegant character from the intermixture 
in its composition of flint and polished stones. The only 
parochial edifice in Colchester, whose interior can 
compare with it, is St. Peter's. It boasts a handsome 
monument to the memory of Arthur Winsley, Esq., 
Alderman of Colchester, and Justice of Peace for the 
county, u'ho died in 1736-7, and was ." the Founder 
and £ndo\vFi- of Twelve Charity Houses in St. Botolpb's 
Parish," aa says the inscription. The monument can- 
not be bcllcr dcscritied tlian by the item providing for 
its election in his will; — " i give two hundred and fifty 
pounds, to be laid out on a Monument to be erected 
againtt the south wall of the said church, with my 
statue cut out in marble, lying with the left hand under 
the head, and a book in ibe right. band, and in a night- 
gown;"— these direclioni having been exactly followed, 
excepting only as regards the mttuilion of the monu* 
ment, which is not " against ihe south wall," but at the 
east end of the south aisle. The altar-piece of this 
church also deserves notice, as a striking proof of talent 
in the self-taught artist Carter, who was of poor parent- 
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■ge, and owed his education to a chariUble institution, 
the Ulue-cost School, of thU town. 

The aaaitiat Momutery of tie Grey Friari was situated 
in this parish, and almost opposite the church; from 
which circumstance, that part of the High Street which 
ran under the convent wall, was formerly called Freris, 
or Frcre Street. It was founded in the year 1309, hjr 
Robert Baron Fitzwalter, Lord of the manor of Lexden, 
who, in 1325, entered himself of this order, and became 
an inmate of his own foundatioo, in which he died the 
same year. As these Friars, agreeably to their found- 
er's rule, pretended not to call or hold any thing as their 
own, but to subsist by the labour of their hands and 
the contributions of the charit^le, their establishment 
here, it may be presumed, was not large, nor their 
lands extensive. Accordingly, their entire possessions 
appear to have been comprised within little more than 
five acres, lying near the north-east angle of the Town- 
Wall; but belonging to an order, very popular on 
account of its affected austerities, they received pleutir 
ful alms and donations, and hequests of money to them 
were frequent. 

St. A/m^t Ciapcl, another ancient religious foundation, 
stands within the boundaries of St. James's parish, on a 
rising ground eastward of the town and river, and on 
the south side of the road leading to Harwich. When, 
or by whom, it was founded, appears not upon record. 
But it was in being, as an Hermitage, in the year I406, 
and very probably earlier, in the reign of Henry 111.; 
for in an allocation in the Exchequer of the latter period, 
there is an allowance stated to " the Hermit of St> 
James's parish." We learn also fron) some presentments 
made at the law -hundred-courts in Colchester, that it 
was an Hermitage, and had a well near it, (yet itv 
p 3 
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ezbtence,) called the Holy-w«ll. And there it brther 
reuon to conclude, that it was an appendage to St. 
Botolph'a Piioiy. A bam has been reared upon it> 
remaini, which latter form a vefy small portion of the 
building as it now sUuids, The Well, whose origin U 
most probably coeval with that of the Hermitage, has 
been recently repaired with brick-work : some cottagers 
residing opposite, still call it the Hoty-welU 

To arrive at the object last mentioned, we must have 
passed over Eat Bri^, which ciotses the Colne at the 
foot of East Hill. It is the handsomest of the three 
bridges at this town, having five well-fonned arches of 
brick, EUrmoanted by stone pilasten and an iron balus- 
trade. East Bridge was erected rather more than 
twenty years back. Both it and North Bridge were of 
wood when Morant wrote. 

From the Population Return we lean, that the 
houses in St. James's parish, in 1831, were reckoned at 
S50; the male inbabitanb, 590; females, 675; total 
pc^uUtion, 1365. — Present Rector, the Rev. John 
Dakins, A. M. 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



€ 



Digitized byCiOOQlC 



PARISHES WITHOUT TUB VTALLB: Tia. 3T. BO- 

tolpb's, ST, Giles's, st. mart magdalxk's, 

AMD ST. LBOMAKD's, OTHSaWlSI THE HITBE. 



In tre«ting of the four Parishes which lie nithoot, but 
contiguous to, the Walls, we shall desciibe 

1— ST. BOTOLPH'Si 

the boundaries of which are, on the west, parts of thft 
paiishei of St. Nicholas, Holy Trinity, and St. Giles; 
oiLthe south, that of St. Giles; on the east, parts of 
those of St Mary-Magdalen, St. Leonard, Greenstead, 
and St. James; and onlheaot^, parts of St Nicholas's, 
All-Saints', St. James's, Mile-End, and Ardiey. The 
' Return of 1831 proved this to be the most populous 
pari bh of Colchester: giving the houses at 481; mala 
inhabitants, 964; females, ll66; total population, 2130. 
Its extent into the country is pretty coDuderable; 
and Morant speaks of it as " very populous" in his time, 
when the number of its houses was 409;-^hewing 72 
to have been built since that period. As it contains no 
church in a fit state for the perfoimance of divine ser- 
vice, this parish is consolidated, for every ecclesUstical 
purpose, with that of AU-Sainis. 
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The dntinguiabiDg feature of St. Botolph'i ii it> Priory, 
whoK remaini have so long sflbrded & favourile tubject 
for the punter, white they interested alike the loven of 
antiquity and picturesque effect. These impretsiTS 
mint are situated just without where atood St. Botolph'i 
Gate; and a little to the south of More Lane, so named 
from the Piore, or garden, formerly attached to ths 
Convent, a part of vhoje ancient wait forms its southern 
line for some distance. Of the Priory itself there ars 
scarcely any vestiges, the few existing portious of walla 
being incorporated with a brewery erected on itj site : 
it is the monastic Church, of which we present a view 
to the reader, that we shall attempt to describe. 

The .Historian of Colchester so often quoted, justly 
■peaksof this edifice as " noble apd magnificetit." H* 
gives the following as its dimensions, not including what 
formerly existed eastward of the present remains, and of 
which nothing is now to be seen, although the founda- 
tions might still, possibly, be traced. 
Length, within the walls, lOS feet 
Width of the Nare, between the Pillars, 25J feet. 
Width of the South Aisle, 9 feet, 1 inch and J. 
Width of the North Aisle, 9 feet, 7i inches. 
Diameter of the Pillars, 5} feet. 
Thickness of the West Wall, at the ) 

Great Door} *"'***■ 
Boman brick preponderates in the general appearance 
of these interesting ruins. The grand western front is 
ornamented, immediately above the principal entrance, 
with two distinct rows of intersecting semicircular 
arches, which form pointed arches at their intersections, 
in the manner supposed to have lirst suggested the 
style commonly called Gothic. Above these appean 
fa have been a centrical circular window : but how the 
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fammit of this front (erminated, nrait be matter of 
conjectare. At either uigle, it is knowo, however, wu 
■ (lately tower; of which the north-nest " wu studing," 
»ays Morant, "within the memory of man." Tha 
entrance is by a deeply-receding semicircular arch ; the 
best specimen of the grand Norman door-way now 
extant in Colchester; though much of it is hidden from 
the spectator by the accumulation of earth about it, to a 
height far above that of the original basement. 

The prevalence of the pure Roman semicircular 
arch, unaccompanied by Gothic ornaments, in these 
remuDs, points distinctly to that period of architecture 
for the rise of this religious foundation, at which our 
Norman lords had only begun to conceive of a poittled 
order, and that only trough observing the effect acci- 
dentally produced by the combination of semicircular 
arches. The noble nave elevates itself by a double row 
of such Roman arches, (the one surmounting ihe other) 
on each side: the southern line of these, which is by fat 
the least perfect, is richly mantled near the west end 
with ivy, planted about forty years since by the pre- 
decessor of the present parish-clerk, who for more than 
fitly years enjoyed his office, and has & tablet in the 
ruins to his memory. The arches to the windows of 
the north aisle, it is observable, are pointed; and were 
of later erection, there can be Utile doubt from that 
circumstance, than the nave. Of the south aisle, the 
remains are very trifling; and no vestige of a chancel 
is now vbible, that part of the building having of course 
shared the calamity that befel the entire easttm end. 

The situation of tliis fine conventual church, on the 
side of a declivity within range of Fairfax's guns, (a 
battery having been planted on the high ground towards 
WivenhocJ was the cause of its sustaining such serious 
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injury from the attacks of the Fuliament'i GeneraL 
At least it ii more probable that it owed its pment 
dilapidated itate to thii cause, than that the Royalists 
themselvei should hare battered it, as some have stated, 
to pierent the enemy from forming a 'lodgement within 
ks walls. Until the period of the Civil Wan, St. 
Botolph's was considered the principal church of Col- 
Chester; and hither the Corporation, in their formalities 
resorted on Sundays, and all public occasions, to bear 
the Geiural Preaeker.* 

It remains to speak of the origin of this monastic 
establishment. — It was founded, about the beginning of 
the twelfth century, for canons-regular of St. Augastine,t 

* "Anather piece otpnAvu tba; (the Corpontion) liad, wUeh 
ii BOW tlnul antinlj fargtitleB. That ii, tba BnliSi, ud sAn. 
wudi tlie liAjm, h>d ■ Chqiluni >tjl*d the G«BenI or Commea 
Preuber, or Leelorer : ud the fint vu (boDt iba jeu- ISU. Ha 
wu genei^j hd* Bated Prauher frsH Cubridge, cIiiihb dniiif 
(be pieunn of the Btiliflk, or Major, tod Commoatltj; ud 
fToMntsd ta, ipprored, and lieeusd, b; the BUhop of LondMa 
Hii lHui>e>* ••*, Id prewih OB Smidiji in the eftemMa, Wedaes- 
dajs in the foraaooB, on the ireatet faatiTali, and oa tba Taitud 
air dajri, ooroBitioa daji, at eleBtiooa, gaol deliveriei, Jce." — Ttaa 
laat or tbeio Gcnanl PisaDfaafa waa Dr. Jofao Edwards, ohoaea b 
ITOO. — '■ntirmainteBasaewaSlintbyaBbKriptiaa: but, in 1S70, 
a lalar; of £40 per aaaoB, pajabla qaarlerij bj tbe Cbamberlaia, 
wa* Hitled npoB Uiaai. In UBS, il wai inereaaed to 100 naiti; 
tia,£SObj patent, aad £16 Di. 4d. b; labaeiipliM. Totha(,ia 
IS10, an addition oT £10 waa made for a hooae. la 1030, Iha 
BalarjwaaiaiacdtoeiOO beiidea £10 for a bonae. In 1663, it 
wajrednoedlo £SOi hot in 1063, u addidon of £10 wainad* 
Iheietn; aad ia 1668, uolher addition of £10— At tugth tbe «■•• 
of a Qeunl Pruoba dwindled into » few ••nuMa, preached bj 
lome of tbe clergj io tba Town, *t tbe elBotion and aweaiing of a 
Major, &e,"— Meroaf. 

t Thii Order oIiubb SU Angoitiae, Biahop of Hippo, tar it* 
founder, but ii udeabtedly of litai data. We bare good aalhoritr 
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by & monk nitned Eynnlph, or Emnlph. who becuaa 
it( fint Prior. These csnoiu were brought into England 
About the year U09; uiJ thii Honie appear* to havo 
been the fint of their order in the kingdom ; of which 
■ boll of Pop« Paacha) II., directed to Emulph and hi* 
brethreoi in August, lll6, is evidence. Paichal gave 
them preeminence over every other houM of the 
Augustine order in this country, and invested them 
with a general authority and jurisdiction over ail such; 
putting at the same time the churches of Trinity and 
St. Leonard, in London, under their government and 
obedience. The bull exempted them besides from all 
other ecclaiaitical or secular jurisdiction; and ordained, 
that, after Eraulph's death, the succeeding Priors should 
be chosen by their brother canons, or a majority of 
them; and be consecrated, without fees, by the Bishop 
of London, (or, if he refused, by some other Bishop,) 
from whom they were to receive a kind of episcopal 
' office and power. Of the number of the canons, there 
is no record. Neither does it appear that Emulph 
settled on his new foundation any lands or other pos- 
sessions, except perhaps the site and gardens of the 
Priory. But it soon met with benefactors, although its 
levenues were never particularly ample. The original 
dedication was to St. Botolph and St. Julian. 

At the dissolution of the Monasteries, the site and 
revenues, valued at £Ui 13s. 8d., were granted by 
Henry VIIL to Sir Thomas Audeley, Knt., Lord Chan- 
cellor of England ; who alienating tbem, the site passed 
through various hands, until it became a brew-house; 

for Iwliaviag, Aal it WM aot till tboat Iha twelfth eatmj llwl lfa*M 
cuoiu hid tba title or SL AnrHtiu ooaTanrcd u Itacm.— Sa Hitl, 
On Onlr. Mvmulij. Vol. IJ, 
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b«ng such nhen Morant wrote, aod coDtinuing such, u 
we have Btated, at the pment period. 

Id St. Botolph't Street, in this puish, was boni Dr. 
Samuel Harsoet, Archbishop of York in the seveu- 
teenth century, a prelate very eminent for learning in 
hia day, and who bequeathed his library to his native 
town.* He was the son of William Morenet, or Has- 
nothe, B baker; and was baptized, June 30, 1576. 
Having acquired competent school-learning, probably 
in his birth-place, he was sent to Cambridge, and 
admitted of Kin^s College in IS76. In 1586', he was 
cbosen Master of the Free School in Colchester, but 
retained that situation little more than a year and a 
half. . Being instituted, in June, l5d7,to the vicarage of 
Chigwell, Essex, he successively acquired other church 
preferments, un^l at length, in 1609, he was elected 
Bishop of Chichester; and, ten years aflerwards, was 
translated to the see of Norwich. But, being branded 
with the name of Arminian by the Puritaos, he undei^ 
went some trouble from the persecutions of thai sect; 
and in May, l634, he was accused by the Commons, 
at a conference, of several misdemeanours. TJpon the 
death of George Montaigne, prelate of York, he was 
translated to the vacant archbijhoprick in l62B; but 
did not long enjoy bis srchiepiscopal dignity, since he 
died in 1631, and was buried in Chigwell church. 

Dr. John Bastwick, whose voice was heard so loud 
above the din of the political and puritanical squabbles 
of the seventeenth century, and whose leal heaped so 
many troubles on his own head, was also a resident in 
this parish ; having practised physic for a while in Eld 
Lane, though he was not a native of Colchester, b«ng 

* Sea " CuUe Sodvtf Book Clib:'* Pnt IL okap. 0. 
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bom at Writtle in this county. SuW particulars of hi* 
life, for which we cannot afford room, may be seen in 
die Biographia Britannica. 

The TAeatre of Colchester is situated in that part of 
Queen Street, which lies within the limits of St. Bo- 
tolph's. It is a plain brick building, internally conveni- 
ent, but without pretensions to architectural elegance. 
The performers are of the Norwich company, and 
commence their season here a little before Christmaa. 



S.— ST. GILES. 

St. Giles's parish is baunded, on the north and weit, 
by St. Botolph's, and parts of Holy Trinity, St. Mary's, 
and Stanway ; on iLe soath, by parts of I^yer de la Hay, 
Bere-church, and East Doniland; and on the east, by 
the last-tnentioned parish, by the river Colne, and the 
Hithe. Its extent into the country is considerable ; as 
titc names of some of the adjoining parishes will shew. 
The present Rector is the Rev. J. W. Morgan, A.M. 

As the Priory of St. Botolph formed the prominent 
subject of the preceding section, so the once rich and 
stately Abbey of St, John will make the principal figure 
in this. 

The Abbey, dedicated to the honour of Christ and 
Jqhn the Baptist, was one other of those princbly works 
of Eudo Dapifer, of which more than one have been 
already mentioned. And as the foundation of this 
monastery is by far the best authenticated act of munifi- 
cence recorded of a personage so famous in Colchester 
annals, as well as that best illustrative of hit character, 
we shall take the present opportunity to narrate some 
particulars concerning him. 

E^do was the fourth son of Hubert de Rie, servant 
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and fftTourite to Williun, aurnimed Ibe Conqueror, mi 
was honoured, not leu than his lather, with the moat 
■ubstantial marks of out first Norman monarch's afieo 
tion. From William he received no less than twen^-five 
lordships in Essex, seven in Hertfordshire, one in Berk- 
shire, twelve in Bedfordshire, nine in Norfolk, snd ten 
in Suffolk; besides being appointed Sewer, or Steward, 
of the royal household. He was particularly instru- 
mental to the elevation of William Rufus to the throne. 
For, being in Normandy with the young prince, when the 
Conqueror was on his death-bed there, he advised hira 
not to neglect so fair an opportunity of prosecuting bit 
claims, especially since bis elder brother Robert, and 
the Nonnan barons, were known to be adverse to tbem. 
He accompanied William to England; where they kept 
secret the late king's death, until they bad obtained 
possession of the royal treasure at Winchester; and 
Eudo bad secured the fidelity of titu keepers of the 
castles of Dover, Pevensey, Hastings, Sic. to bis party, 
by promises on oath exacted from tbem, to deliver up 
those important fortresses to snch persona only as be, 
in quality of Steward lo the Conqueror, and invested 
with powers by him for this especial purpose, should 
appoint. The death of the King was then formally 
declared, and thus was William the Second seated 
quietly upon his father's throne. 

In gratitude for these important services, the new 
monarch loaded Eudo with favours, and he became one 
of the most eminent barons in (he kingdom. The town 
of Colchester, which had suffered much from the 
oppressive system of government pursued by tbe crea- 
tures of tbe Conqueror, and having some knowledge 
perhaps of the personal character of the favourite, 
desired to put themselves under bis protection, and 
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receive him u their governor. Tkeir de«ire vu 
complied with: Eudo urived; and, by his vigoroiu 
tneuures of reform, and prompt redreti of grievancei, 
gave general Mtisfaction. He built, as tradition assert*, 
sod has been noticed, the Castle, the Moot-Hall, and 
the ancient house opposite the latter, bearing the date 
1090. All nbich done, he resolved lo provide for the 
wealth of his soul, in the manger recommended by 
the superstition of the times, that is, by founding a 
monastery. 

For this purpose he pitched upon a pleasant eminence 
touth of the town, on which stood (he little dwelling, 
or hermitage, of one Siric, a priest, and a wooden 
church, famed for the miracles said to be performed 
within its walls,* dedicated to Sl John the Evangelist. 
Accordingly, on the 39th of August, IO96, the ground 
was marked ovt, in presence of Maurice, Bishop of 
Iiondon, who highly applauded the design, and work- 
men set to level and prepare the place. And, the 
year following, after Easter, Kudo himself laid the 
first stone. 

But difficulties occurred in the establishment of 
monks in the new convent; and much jangling took 
place between the tm> at first sent from Rochester, and 
their two successors from the same place, and Eudo, 
chiefly owing to the inability of the latter, during 
a temporary disgrace he sustained with Henry 1., to 
settle revenues upon his foundation. Nay, Eudo even 
" began to repent, and to wish he had never thought of 
his monastery." However, Stephen, Abbot of York, at 
length provided him, to his great joy, with thirteen 

* la pwtiaaliT, " on duk iiifhts.hendBljIigbl* wen oltci awn 
thtn, ud Tusu pnuiss God baud, when an Ong wu witliio."-~ 
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iDODki, (those from Rocliester having returned to thdr 
place,) of whom one was to gotem under the title of 
Provost, or Prior, and in process of time to be ordained 
Abbot The building was then carried on with renewed 
vigour, under the direction of William, a priest, nephew 
to the founder, who spared neither pains nor mouev in 
furUieriog the undertaking. Meanwhile the monks 
lived agreeably to the strictness of their order, the 
Benedictine;* serving God regularly in their church, 
exercising hospitality, and, in fine, practising in their 
full extent those virtues, which proved the most effec- 
tual foundation of all our celebrated monasteries, and 
to which the superstition that almost necessarily ac 
companied them in that age, was regarded only as 
an additional ornament. At last, Hugh, one of the 
thirteen, was chosen Abbot, and consecrated by Bishop 
Maurice about the year 1104: both before and after 
which event, the sanctity of the inmates of St< John's 
having grown into the general theme, and their example 
prevailing with the neighbourtiood, the number of the 
monks was gradually increased, until it amounted to, 
and for a time appears to have exceeded, twenty; 
beyond which there was no increase at the Dissolution. 
The church was very solemnly consecrated on the 10th 
of January ; at which time it was munificently endowed 
by the founder, and other devout persons, whose 
grants were offered upon the altar. Nor can there be 
a doubt, that such an application of property, itt that 
rude era, was attended with much benefit to society; 
for, besides employing great numbers of ofHcers and 
servants, monasteries then daily enteitained the infirm 

■ TIm BnsdiBtiiis Order wii faandcd M firl; u towirdi fb* 
b*t>aoiB| of Ik« (ulk oalary, hj 81. Benedict, ban ■! Noni ia 
lul;, ibant lb* jeii 4BD. — Jt«wf(- AntU vol. I. 
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and diHased poor, betides all travellers nbo passed 
their doers, and in fact very nearly answered the 
threefold purpose of poor-houses, iuas, and hospitals— 
not to mention that of religious devotion, which, ne 
ought not to dispute, was in very many instances con> 
sistent and sincere. £udo enlarged upon his former 
bounty when he found his end approaching ; for, besides 
an additional manor, he bequeaihed to his monastery a 
hundred pounds in money, " his gold ring with a topas, 
a Standing cup with a cover adorned with plates of gold, 
tc^ether with his horse and lAule." He died at the 
castle of PreftUx, in Normandy; and, agreeably to hid 
desire, was conveyed to England, and buried in the 
Ahhey of his founding, February 38, 1130. — At the 
Dissolution, the Abbey, with its revenues, were valued 
at £S2S. ijt. 9if-i which sum, small as it was in 
propoitioD lo the actual value. Speed, by a very unac- 
counuljle mistake, renders at only 08^ OK. 08d. 

The remains of this once famous Monmtery arc now 
so totally demolished, that, with the exception of the 
stately Gateaa^, of whtcb our cngranng presents a 
view, scarcely a stone of it can be said to stand upon 
another. A porter's lodge, it is true, adjoins the 
gate-way: a part of the monastic ofBces, on the west, 
is converted into a^barn; and the garden-walls are 
sufficiently entire to mark the area they described, 
comprehending about fourteen acres. But of the 
general outline of the buildings, tradition even will 
Bot furnish us with an idea; and the very spot where 
was situated the spacious Charch of the Abbey, ii not 
certainly known. 

It is generally believed, however, that this latter 
structure stood south-east of the gate-way ; and a draw- 
ing in MS. in tl^e Cottonian library, taken before the 



Digitized by VjOO'J IC 



220 HISTORY OP 

bupprMsion of tlic monasteries, foitmiaUOy affords ut iU 
" suulh proipect." f'ruin this ne may obsvrve, tb»t it wu 
in ihe usual Gothic forra of a cross ; tiiat it bad tran- 
septs; and a low square tower at their iiitcrsoctiou with 
the nave and chaiiccl. From tlic centre of this tower 
arose a short circular spire, with four others at its 
aoglci, all surmounted with a ball and cross. This 
lower was turreltcd; as was one of the two round 
towet3 placed at tbc angles of the west end. Equally 
as regards uniformity and elegance of proportions, the 
Abbey-cliurch appears lo have been infinitely exceeded 
by its rival of St. Botolph's Priory: yet, bad it been 
permitted lo remain to our day, the structure would 
have presented us with a very curious example of 
Gothic architecture, in ibc lut-llih and early part of 
the thirteen ill century. In iJie lancet windows of the 
chancel, and central lower; in the dttuchcd quatrefoils 
dispersed over the building! and in the more spacious 
lights, simply mullioited, and slightly canopied, of what 
seems lo have been a south aisle; wc discern the early 
and successive stages of our ccclcsiasticul style: while 
in the perfectly castellated form of the almost window- 
leis round tower at the south-wi'St angle, we may 
remark the difliculiy with which our ancestors separated 
even from their religious edifices some notions of a 
keep, or defensible refuge in cases of extremity. 

The Gate-way still standing, it may be here re- 
marked, is evidently of much more recent date than' 
was the Abbey-church. The carved work that over- 
runs its front, and the figures of angels, &c. surmounting' 
its portals ; the crockeitcd pinnacles, square beads to the 
windows, and niches eleg;intly canopied; seem to point 
to its very probable erection at so late a period as thft 
beginning, or perhaps even as the middle, of the fifoxntk 
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century. The material is hewn stone and flint, without 
any mixture of Roman brick; a circumstance that would 
alone bespeak its coin parali vol y modem era. ,Evcry one 
will observe, that, commanclingly as it stands at the 
upper part of St. John's Green, (a situation which over- 
looks the greater part of Colchester,) it roust havo 
formed a noble and striking entrance to the monastery. 
The Abhot of St. John's was mitred ; that is, he was 
nne of those twenty-eight in England, who enjoyed the 
privileges of wearing a mitre, and of silling in the 
Upper House of Parliament. He was distinguished by 
the high style of, Bg the Grace of Cod, and, By Dhuie 
Pfrmitiiott. The Abbey itself was invested with very 
high privilege}. Forithadfulljurisdiclioniudetermining 
causes in all the lands adjoining to the monastery; and 
the same honour, liberty, and la\fs, as had tlic Church of 
St. Peter at Westminster. By which latter disrinclion 
is to be understood, that it was exempt from all episco- 
pal ami other jurisdiction; free from suits of counties 
and hundreds, from Sheriff's aids, and amerciaments of 
counties; from pleas of forest, waste, and reward; ai 
well as from passage, pontage, warnage, burg-penny, 
aver-penny, ward-penny, dane-geld, &c.^ niih many 
other privileges and immunities, comprehended in the 
charter granted by Richard I. Notwithstanding all 
which, it appears from Colchester records, that the 
Abbots were constantly endeavouring t<i encroach upon 
the liberties and privileges of the town. But a period waj 
to be put to their ambition and their mitred pride, by 
that ECuurge of churchmen, the terrible Eighth Henry; 
and though the Superior of St. John's was one of the 
staunchest supporters of spiritual power against temporal 
prerogative, he only hastened thereby his own end* 
without averting the fate of the monasteiy he governed. 
2 
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John Bechff, the lost Abbot, wai one of the three 
distinguished by the mitre, (the two othen being of 
Glastonbury &iid Reading) who had the boldneu to 
refuse a surrender to the last, or to subscribe to the 
king's supremacy ; and for his contumacy being attainted 
of high treason, he was hanged at Colchester, December 
I, 1539. Tradition even says, that the town-magittriUei 
invited biro to a feast, and not till his arrival among 
them either ihewed or informed him of the royal 
warrant; when they hung hiro without farther ceremony- 
Henry granted a lease of the site of this Abbey to Sir 
Thomas Darcy, Knt.; from whom, afler one or two 
intermediate possessors, it passed into the Lucai family, 
who were of great antiquity in this neighbourhood, and - 
of whom was the heroic martyr to the interests of 
Charles I. John Lucas Esq., the purchaser of the 
monastery, converted its remains into a. noble seat; 
which continued the residence of the family, until it 
being discovered that Sir John Lucas, Knt. (elder brother 
to Sir Charles, and afterwards Lord Lucas) was about 
to declare for the royal cause, the Parliamentary party 
plundered and nearly demolished iL And as what wm 
left after this calamity, had to sustain the ordeal of 
possession by Fairfax, while he battered the town from 
the Green, and possibly from its very site, the absence 
of every vestige of the seat of the Lucases, no less than 
of the convent of a prior age, becomes matter of less 
surprise to the modem enquirer. 

The C&urch of Sl Giles stands near the north-west 
comer of St. John's Garden, in rear of the supposed site 
of tbe Abbey-church. It has a body, chancel, and 
north able. Little more than the chancel was in a fit 
state for the performance of divine service when Morant 
wrote ; the rest having become ruinous, either through 
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' seglect, or ai the period of the Siege; the Historian 
justly considered the Utter u the more probable. But 
■11 the nitnouB put was restored a few years since; and 
the entire edifice, externally and intemally, ii now 
extremely neat. 

In a vault under the north aisle of this church, which 
helonged to the noble family of Lucas, he interred the 
remains of Sit Charles Lucas, and his companion in 
arms and in death. Sir George Lisle; their bodies having 
been conveyed hither after their execution, and buried 
in a very private manner. When their funeral was 
afterwards magtiiScently solemnized, a slab of hiack 
marble Was placed over the vault, and the following 
inscription cut upon its surface, in unusually large and 
deep characters : 

" Under this Marble ly the Bodies of the two most 
valiant Captains, Sir Charles Lucas, and Sir George 
Lisle, Knights, who for their eminent Lioyalty to their 
So'erain, were on the SSth day of August iSiS, by the 
command of Sir Thomas Fairfax, the General of the 
Parliament army, in cold blood barbarously murdered." 

Tber« is a tradition in Colchester, that George 
ViUiers, Duke of Buckingham, who married Lord 
Fairfax's only daughter, finding that this epitaph re- 
flected upon the memory of his fdther-in-1aw, applied 
to Charles II. to have it erased. The King menboncd 
the Duke's desire to Lord Lucas; when his Lordship 
replied, that he would readily obey his Majesty's 
commands, provided his Majesty would allow an 
inscription to be placed in room of that removed, to 
the following effect: <* That Sir Charles Lucas, and 
Sir George Lisle, were barbarously murdered for iheir 
loyalty to King Charles L; and that his son. King 
Charles 11^ ordered the memorial of Iheir loyally tp be 
3 <t 
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cfased." Upon wbich just reproof, it is said, (he Kiug^ 
instead of ordering the obhleratioD of the inscription, 
gave directions that the characlen might he more 
deeply engraven than at tint. 

A hamlet in this parish is called the Old Hitie, (or 
Old Harbour,) from the circumstance that there vessels 
unloaded their merchandize, before the river was made 
navigahle to the present, or Ncta Hiike, at St. Leonard's. 
But the old harbour must have been now slighted not 
less than between five and six huadi'cd years. 

Population Return of St. Giles's parish :— hoascs, 
379; male inhabitants, €lO; females, 7l6'; total 
population, 1326, 

9.-«T. MARY MAGDALEN'S 

is the -smallest parish in Colchester; the houses, in 
1S21, enumerating only S3; the male inhabitants, 231 i 
females, 340; totiil population, 471. Its contents in 
land are about fifiy acres, and comprise little more than 
Alagdalen Street and Green. 

The CiurcA, standing on the north side of Magdalen 
Green, is a very small building, of a single pace, tiled. 
The little chancel, which is modem, is of brich. The 
west end, with its wooden turret, were damaged by 
lightning in 1739; but were subsequently repaired^ 

The HotpUal dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, is a 
very ancient foundation, having, like the Abbey, Castle, 
&c. &c. derived iu origin from Eudo the Steward, who 
designed it for the reception of leprous and infirm 
people. The Lepers had tithes of St. John's Abbey) 
and several of our early monarchs were their bcnefac- 
ton. But, in the reign of Edward I., AUxit Adam de 
Ctunpes not only withheld their tithes, and a pension of 
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■ix pounds a year granted them by Henry I, out of the 
convent'a manor of BrightlingKa, but, hftving artfully 
desired to see their charter, committed it to the flunet. 
Not content with nhich, he took away their common 
(eal; compelled them to swemr obedience to him; and 
turned such as refused this homage out of their dwelling!. 
The poor brethren applied to Parliament, however, for 
redress, and were reinstated. 

Upon the general destruction of the Hospitals in 
Edward the Sixth's reign, this underwent the common 
fate. But it does not appear to have been immediately 
granted away; for, in the year 1558, it was held by 
Bonner, Bishop of London, in free-alms. Afterwards, 
the lands belonging to it were squandered away, and 
some irrecoverably lost ; and the Chapel of the Hospital 
was entirely demolished. However, in the year I610, 
James I. refounded the institution, under the title of 
"The College or Hospital of King James within the 
suburbs of the town of Colchester;" restoring all the 
lauds, revenues, and possessions, settled upon it by the 
original founder, and making the regulations following 
respecting it. — That it should consist of a Master, and 
five poor persons, single, or married ; that the Master 
should have the cure of the souls of the panshioners of 
St. Mary Magdalen, and pay each of the said five poor 
persons fifty-Cwo shillings a year, at the four terms of 
the year, by equal portions; that the poor persons, 
chosen by the Master, should remain for life, unless 
removed by him for a reasonable cause ; that the Mas- 
' ter and poor persons should form a body corporate, and 
have a common seal; &c. Sec. The visitor it the Lord 
Chancellor, or Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, who hat 
the gift of the mastership. 

The Masters of this Hospital are often mentioned in 
the recordsof the town, but seldom by name, so that little 
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ctxi be known reipecting them. But we hs»e historical 
notice of Gabriel Honey fold, D. D;, Vicar of Ardley, who 
was Master at the comraencemcnt of the civil wan of 
the seventeenth century, and who (says Morant) " had 
his house rifled by the mob of all its furniture; his bills, 
bonds, and evidences taken away; and not a shelf left 
behind, nor a pin to hang his hat on." On which occa- 
sion the parish -register was destroyed, with possibly 
many memorials of this foundation. The present Master, 
the Rev. John Robert Smylbies, A.M., erected upon the 
site of the old Hospital the existing range of substan- 
tial brick buildings, constructed for the occupation of 
a Master and five widows, wh^ now reside therein. 

Of the Barrackt, situated, until the close of the late 
war, on the south side of Magdalen Street, there are 
now no vestiges, if we except a few of the officers' 
houses, which have been converted into private resi- 
dences, and some cottages constructed from the materials 
of the former buildings. A very small military party 
is continued at the incousiderablc new barracks (of later 
erection) at a short distance; and thus baa vanished the 
martial bustle that for successive years pervaded Col- 
chester and all the principal towns of this county, to 
the regret of not a few, who derived from it a very 
considerable increase to their daily business. 

ST. LEONARD'S, OTHERWISE THE HITHE. 

This is a small parish, named frorn its church dedi- 
cated to St. Leonard, and the Saxon Hyth, signifying a 
harbour, as it constitutes the harbour of Colchester. It 
has, on the west and south, St. Mary Magdalen's and 
parts of St. James's, St. Botolph's, and St. Giles's; oti 
the east, Greenstead; and on the north, paits of St. 
Botolph's and St. James's. 
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The HUie, which gives all its preunt coiuequenct 
to thii parish) wu in former times the most important 
adjunct to the whole town, being that from which it 
acquired the name and honoura of a port, although 
distant eight or nine miles from the German Sea: the 
chief magistrate, it appears, was onginally styled 
part-reevt.' This harbour appears to have been very 
early frequented, although we have no exact account of 
its formation, nor of the time at which the old Hithe fell 
into disuse. But records of the date 1276, bung the 
most ancient court-rolls of the town extant, mention 
the present harbour by name; and it appears from an 
account taken in the IJth of Richard 11., that seventy- 
two vessels entered it from the 9th of July to the 29tb 
of December, 1393. 

Various resolutions of the town authorities, and acts 
of the legislature, have passed for the cleansing widen- 
ing, and deepening of the channel and river, and for 
the maintenance of the haven, from time to time. 
Duties payable to the Corporation, upon the import and 
export of coromodiiiea, were veiy early exacted, and 
their proceeds directed to be applied to these purposes. 
A Water-bailiSf was appointed to collect the dues; 
but of late years the duties of that ofitcer have chiefly 
respected the oyster-dredgers, whose licenses for dred- 
ging issue from the Corporation. 

Vessels of from 100 to 150 tons burthen can unload 
at the quay, but few exceed 100 tons. At Wivenhoe, 
which is nearer the sea, and perhap is most properly 

• TIm irmi of tl» town, u ■ port, «n 1 Aara; ud (h* ml 
mfflxcd in IMS to tba tsandUion de«d of JoMph Bliuon'* ebutr;, 
<tba BUI ooDiidenbla of th* tea inatitntiau of this kkd fonadfd la 
tba timsa of Rtnuih npsntlUon ia C«lota«st«r,) batn this Urd, wilk 
Iha iucriptioB rannd it, sioiLL. cvstdd. fost. coukvst. 
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